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The  Harwood  diaries:  Similar 
problems  nearly  200  years  later 


By  JOHN  C.  PAGE 
UVM  County  Extension  Agent 
LAST  WINTER  I  was  reading  the  Harwood  diaries,  that 
part  which  was  written  between  1806  and  1809.  The  Harwood 
family  farmed  here  in  Bennington  and  the  accounts  give  us 
an  insight  into  farm  life  in  the  years  following  the  revolution, 
as  well  as  an  insight  into  the  concerns  of  people  of  that  time. 

Assuming  that  the  agricultural  problems  faced  by  the 
Harwood  family  were  typical  of  the  problems  faced  by  the 
other  farmers,  we  can  say  that  times  were  pretty  unstable 
and  that  farming  was  a  tough  business. 

Mother  England  hadn’t  quite  given  up  the  idea  that  the 
colonies  still  belonged  to  her,  and  she  was  raising  havoc  with 
the  shipping  trade  on  the  high  seas.  This  took  away  the  export 
market  for  food,  and  prices  for  farm  products  were  pretty 
low,  and  it  was  a  struggle  to  stay  afloat.  Harwood  was  pretty 
clear  on  where  he  stood.  He’d  stick  it  out,  work  harder,  take 
what  he  could  get  for  his  products,  and  hang  on  to  in¬ 
dependence. 

TODAY  WE  talk  Lbout  money  management  and  cash  flow 
in  our  agricultural  business,  and  you  could  see  from  the  day 
to  day  accounts  that  the  Harwoods  had  a  cash  flow  problem. 

It  seems  they  couldn’t  come  down  to  the  friendly  bank  on  the 
comer  to  get  help  because  he  never  mentioned  a  bank.  He 
did  have  a  pretty  good  credit  rating,  apparently,  because  he 
was  forever  taking  out  notes  with  various  people  to  be  paid 
back  “when  the  cider  is  sold”  or  when  “the  money  from  the 
wood  came  in.” 

When  he  borrowed,  usually  in  sums  of  $30  to  $100,  he 
borrowed  against  some  future  income  he  anticipated  and 
then  worried  in  his  diary  about  whether  the  crop  would  come 
through  and  what  the  price  would  be. 

His  financial  dealings  didn’t  represent  a  great  deal  of 
money  by  today’s  standards,  but  he  had  to  keep  a  lot  of  notes 
in  the  air  at  once.  Occasionally  he  had  to  go  and  renew  a  part 
of  the  note.  Other  times  he  liquidated  a  cow  for  beef,  or  sold 
off  a  horse  to  make  the  payment. 

While  he  was  borrowing,  he  also  loaned  money  in  smaller 
amounts,  and  people  owed  him  for  such  things  as  wheat  seed, 
straw,  use  of  his  horses,  and  for  letting  them  borrow  his  hired 
man. 

INASMUCH  as  there  wasn’t  much  money  around  for  long 
on  the  farm,  a  lot  of  the  business  was  done  by  barter.  Har¬ 
wood  traded  a  horse  for  5,000  feet  of  good  pine  lumber,  and  as 
he  went  after  the  lumber  the  quality  of  the  boards  was  bad, 
<  and  he  noted  that  bad  boards  for  a  good  horse  wasn’t  his  way 

of  doing  business.  He  traded  days  of  work  with  neighbors, 

-  and  days  of  use  of  the  team  of  horses,  etc.  All  deals  were 
spelled  out. 

Harwood  was  very  much  aware  of  living  within  his  means 
and  didn’t  think  much  of  people  who  didn’t.  His  brother  owed 
some  money  to  a  farmer  named  Sheldon  in  Pawlet,  and 
Sheldon  was  trying  to  collect  from  anybody  named  Harwood 
it  seems.  This  little  transaction  was  tossed  around  for  the 
span  of  the  diary,  and  Sheldon  still  had  money  coming  in  1809. 
It  wasn’t  hard  to  tell  that  it  bothered  him  that  his  brother 
owed  somebody  and  couldn’t  pay,  and  he  figured  his  brother 
ought  to  cut  down  on  his  spending  and  pay  up. 

In  those  days,  as  today,  good  fences  made  good  neighbors. 
Harwood  had  a  neighbor  who  had  poor  fences,  and  he  was 
forever  driving  his  neighbors’  sheep  out  of  his  wheat  field  and 
then  going  over  and  talking  to  his  neighbor  about  how  it  had 


to  be  stopped.  When  the  neighbor  moved,  he  noted  that 
Dutchmen  didn’t  make  very  good  neighbors  due  to  sloppy 
fence  building. 

THE  WEATHER,  then  as  now,  had  a  lot  to  do  with  what 
happened  from  day  to  day.  Almost  never  did  a  day  pass  when 
he  didn’t  give  you  the  weather  and  often  he  predicted  the  next 
days  weather  accurately.  They  watched  where  the  wind  was, 
and  would  note  the  time  when  the  wind  direction  changed. 
From  what  I  could  see  of  his  forecasting,  he  did  about  as  well 
as  we  do  with  the  6:30  weather  reports.  But  on  a  fairly  short 
term  basis.  He  didn’t  make  any  long  term  forecasts,  but  he 
did  a  lot  of  hoping. 

The  Harwoods  had  a  big  garden,  and  raised  some  potatoes 
to  sell.  They  were  apparently  big  in  the  apple  business.  A  few 
people  bought  “cooking  apples”  but  the  vast  majority  of  the 
apples  went  into  cider  which  he  made.  He  also  made  cider  for 
other  people,  and  payed  off  debts  with  cider,  the  blacksmith 
being  a  big  customer  in  this  respect. 

Now  and  then  he’d  take  some  wheat  to  Troy  and  sell  it  and 
buy  some  supplies.  He  figured  he  always  had  to  sell  cheap 
and  buy  high  and  sputtered  about  it.  Among  the  things  he 
would  bring  home  were  some  spirits,  but  he  didn’t  care  much 
for  people  who  didn’t  use  some  moderation  in  their  use.  He 
didn’t  buy  on  impulse,  apparently,  because  when  he  went  to 
Pownal  to  get  some  lath  for  a  ceiling  he  had  it  figured  down  to 
251,  or  some  such  number  of  pieces  that  he  needed. 

He  kept  good  farm  records.  He  knew  how  many  bushels  of 
wheat  each  field  yielded  and  how  much  straw.  He  knew  how 
much  each  beef  animal  weighed  at  slaughter  time,  and  how 
much  the  meat,  the  hide,  and  the  tallow  brought  him.  The 
same  went  for  hogs. 

HE  ALWAYS  had  more  work  to  do  than  he  could  get  done, 
but  according  to  his  accounts  he  was  ahead  of  most  of  his 
neighbors  in  getting  things  done  on  time.  He  apparently  got 
discouraged  at  times  and  noted  that  the  dawn  to  dark  work 
was  getting  him  down.  Then  when  he’d  get  caught  up,  he’d 
hook  up  the  horse  and  take  his  wife  anu  go  visiting  friends 
and  relatives.  They  had  relations  in  Stamford,  Rupert,  and 
Pownal.  People  traveling  through  would  keep  them  informed 
on  how  things  were  going  in  neighboring  areas  and  letters 
were  often  delivered  by  these  folks. 

He  kept  track  of  his  brother  up  near  Malone,  N.Y.  by  these 
hand  delivered  messages.  One  fall  he  started  out  on  a  long 
planned  trip  to  see  his  brother,  but  got  only  as  far  as 
Williston,  having  run  into  old  friends  who  side-tracked  him 
and  apparently  entertained  him,  as  he  spent  less  than  a 
dollar  on  his  planned  2  week  trip. 

During  the  fall  and  winter  months  it  seems  that  the  Har¬ 
woods  were  forever  chopping  wood  to  burn.  They  didn’t  get 
up  a  wood  pile  ahead  of  time.  They  cut  it,  hauled  it  to  the 
door,  and  burned  it  green.  They  sold  some  to  elderly  neigh¬ 
bors  throughout  the  winter  for  money,  and  some  to  pay  off 
loans. 

Two  or  three  people  were  always  working  on  the  farm,  and 
apparently  working  hard.  They  obviously  didn’t  earn  too 
much  more  than  a  living  from  their  agricultural  pursuits  and 
didn’t  expect  much  more. 

At  the  same  time,  Harwood  seemed  to  be  confident  he 
could  keep  the  farm  afloat  until  the  markets  open  up  again. 
Then,  as  now,  farmers  always  believe  that  better  times  are 
ahead. 
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25th  Prun’d  ay  Orchard-------  83 

28th  Remo v’d  =  &  laid  33  Rods  Pence 

Hir’d  Elija  Stone  for  6  months  at 

10  Dollars  per  Month  &  agreed  to  keep  his  Colt 


APRIL 

2d  Plow’d  my  Garden  in  the  fore  noon, in  the 

Afternoon  Plow’d  in  my  field 

3d  Mr  Stone  Begun  his  six  months  work 

5  th  I  sowe’d  my  Summer  Wheat r 

Elijah  absent  from  Friday  noon  till  Monday 

lOth&llth  it  snow’d  I  carted  Dung  from  Tan  B 

12th  I  begun  my  Tanbrook  Wall 

13th  Was  a  very  pleasant  Day  but  the 

preceding  Week  has  been  very  wett&  rainy 
so  that  I  didnt  Plow  any  till  to  day  in  T  B 

14th  (Line  erased)  (not  readable) 

Apple  buds  well'd  out 
OUrrantsc leav’d  out 


April  17  1805 

I  8 ow’d  my  Barley- 

18th  I  sow’ dn  my  Plax  andpart  ofray  Oats- 

19th  I  sow’d  more  Oats 

Elijah  absent  from  Saturday  morning  till 
Monday  noon,  my  Spring  Wheat1  has 
been  in  sight  3  or  4  days  Apple  trees  begin 
to  have  a  green  appearance  some  fears  about 
a  (line  cut  out) 

20th  (Line  cut  out) 

29th  Mr  Stone  went  to  Troy  on  Monday 
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let 

6th 

8  th 
11th 

13  th 
14th 

15  th 
16th 

17th 
18  th 

19th 

20  th 


21 


22d 


This  day  was  a  raw  cold  Day 

Mr  Stone  arriv’d  from  Hoosack  on  Monday 
night 

I  took  Mr  Gates’s  Cow  in  to  my  Pasture 

The  Apple  trees  are  in  full  Blossom 
it'  is  now  a  very  wet  time  - - - 

Mr  Stone  this  day  Left  me- 

I  begun  to  plant  Corn 


MAY  1805  Continued 


I  planted  my  Tanbrook  Piece  with  Corn 

I  planted  Potatoes  around  two  of  my  feilds 
my  Tracy  &  Tan  Brook  Pieces 

Rained  all. day  ver^t  steady 

Furrow’d  A  Planted  the  Sheep  Piece  with 
Corn  in  the  fore  part  of  this  day  I  cut  down 
a  Basswood  Tree-mended  my  fences  with  it 

Sunday  the  weather  was  rather  hazy  the  whole  day 
There  has  been  a  very  wet  spell  of  weather  of  about 
3  Weeks  back 

(one  line  cut  out  ) 

I  planted  Potatoes  around  Part!  of  my  Sheep 
Field- -planted  my  Lane  field- -This  day  I  finish’d! 
planting-I  have  planted  23  Bushels  Potatoes 
It  was  a  muggy  hazzy  day-  come  up  a  Shower 
just  at  night  rain’d  till  9  oclock  at  night 

Mended  the  Sheep  Fence-  set  my  Beani 

polls  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day*  in  the 

P  M  the  Cap’t  &  I  Hiram  Cover’d  Corn  for  the 

Col’n-the  weather* this  day  has  been  variable  in  the 

moritig  it  was  cloudy, there  was  no  wind  about 

10  Oclock  it  clear’d  away  wind  in  the  N  W  some 

clouds  smokey-likey  to  be  a  dry  spell 

toward  night  it  began  Cloud  up  wind  being  in  W 

some  thunder  to  be  heard  no  rain-  just  at 

night  look’d  very  likely  for  rain  from  the  South 

about  8  Oclock  it  began  to  rain 

Nothing  remarkable  in  my  word  to  day  only 

Cap’t  finish’d  Gates’ Garden  &  I  work’d  in  my  Gar 

den^-the  Cap’t  lost  half  a  day-  the  weather 

not  very  good  to  day, though  it  was  in  a  fair  way  to 

be  so- the  wind  in  the  N  W  cloudy  all  the  morn 
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ing  in  the  afternoon  we  had  a  smartl  Shower  after 
that  it  clear’d  away  &  the  Sun  shone  out  quite  war 
m-it  having  been  before  pretty  cool 

This  morning  I  drew  a  load' of  Wood  for  Adam 
Carri’d  his  Chest  to  him-mended  my  Lane  fence 
-in  the  afternoon  I  put  up  &  carri’d  3  Barrels  of 
Cyder  carri’d  it  to  the  stills-  I  turn’ di  my  Horse' s 
in  to  my  pasture, the  weather  to  day  was  very  warm 
compar’d^ with  what  we  have  had,  in  the  morn 
it  was  some  cloudy  but  it  soon  clear’d  away  <5e  contin 
ued  so  till  toward  nighttwhen  it  cloud! d  up  &  rain’d 
some  in  the  ev  evening-  it  rain’d  But  little 

This  forenoon  I  mend’d  my  fence  between 

the  Orchard  and  W  pasture •  In  the  P  M  I  mov'd 

some  Pence  that  stood  by  the  butternut  Trees*-Pull'd 


MAY  1805  Continu’d 

Stenerout  out  of  the  rye -went  I  got  my  Horses 
shod  The  weather  in  the  forenoon  Cloudy-  it 
rain’d  about  11  0  clock-  continu’d  raining  2 
hours*  rather  cool  but  very  pleasant  all 
the  P  M 

I  wash’d  Sheeps  in  the  Vat  at  Mr  Houses' 

Trip  Hammer  wheel  (part  line  erased  ) 

(part  line  erased)  in  the  P  M  1 

went  to  Pownal-  I  think  my  Spring 
wheat!  looks  better  than  any  I  ever  sow’ di 
before*  but  my  Oats-Plax  &  barly  look  very1/ 
poor-  Rye  is  about  heading  outw  winter 
Wheat  looks  well  in  general-  The 
weather  is  was  clear  &  pleasant  with 
some  scattering  Clouds  being  temperately 
warm 

Sunday  I  staid  last  night  at  brotherr  Stars? 
attended  hi s  meeting  he  took  his  text  in 
Thess,5th  Chap  9th  v  The  Weather  temperrately 
warm  it  is  a  fine  growing  season 


MAY  Continu’d; 

1  split  Rails  A  fair  day  temperately  warm 

1  split  Rails?  The  weather  was  clean’d 
(Line  erased) 

Nothing  worth  mentioning  in  my  work 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  day  it  was? 
cloudy  in  the  P  M  pleasant  &  clear? till 
toward  nighttwhen  it  clouded  up  & 
wind  bley  blew  pretty  hard-  wind 
fell  before  bed  time 
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Corn  coming  up--  Crows  and  Squirels  rath 
er  mischievous 

Mended- fences-  The  Oak  tree  made  160  rails 

the  Capt  has  lost*  8  l/2  days.  The  weather  rather 

cool  Cloudy  toward  night  some  wind  at 

night  it  was  so  cold  that  it  made  a 

frost 

Woek'd  for  Capt  Hinman  on  the  Highh 
way  &  Hiram  top  rail’d  the  fence  between 
the  Rye  Sc  R  Pasture-  carri'd  off  old  stuff: 
from  the  bottom  of  an  old  fence 


June  1805 

The  weather  smokey  Sc  Cloudy-  wind 
blew  quite  hard  just  at  nigh ti  but  fell 
after  dark  from  N  W 


June  1st 

I  chang'd  works  with  Mr  Thomas  he 
shear' dmy  Sheep  while  I  help'd  his  boys? 

- plant*- over  a  piece  of  com  orto  speak 

more  properly  field  of  corn 
The  weather  to  day  would  have  been: 
very  warm  had  it  not  been  for  the  cool 
breezes  from  the  N  W-  sky  smokey 

Sundays  at tened  meeting-  the  Weatherwarm 

Begamto  Hoe  the  Tracy  fields  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  day  very  warm  some  cloudy 
likely  for  a  rain-but  none-  the  P  M  the 
same  with  the  forenoon 


June- 

Hoe'd  again  in  the  Tracy  field  half 
the  day-  Weather  very  warm  and  muggy 
likely  to  rain-  2  or  3  showers  in  the  P  M 
in  the  night  it  rain'd  very  hard 

Finish'd  the  tracy  field-  Jonas  work'd 
for  me  to  day-  Weather  quite  warm 
same  air  stirring  from  the  N  W-  scatter 
-ing  clouds 

Hoe'd  the  Tanbrook  field' &  began  the  Sfeeep 
field-  Jonas  work'd  for  me  this  forenoon 
the  weather  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day 
scattering  clouds:  wind  in  the  N  W  but  justi 
at  nighti  the  wind  turn'd  &  blew  from  the 
south  very  thick  clouds*  a  shower  was 
expected  in  consequence  of  some  thunder  in 
N,but  no  rain  from  that  quarter  a  little 
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rain  in  the  evening-Black  berry  briars  blowing 
out  strawberries  getting  ripe  Apples  are  the 
bigness  of  large  Black  berries-it  was  warm  in 
the  fore  part  of  the  day  in  the  afternoon  it  grew 
cooler  the  Capt  has  lost  in  the  whole  11  days 


June  1805  9 

Finish* d  the  sheep  field-  Wind  in  the 
South-cloudy  ale-  all*  day-  rather  cool 
it  ia  a  fine  growing  seas  on- the  West  Mountain 
makes  a  very  pretty  apperance 
at  this  season  of  the  year  being 
green  from  top  to  bottom.  I  began  to  take 
the  Republican  farmer  24th  of  last  April 
this  weeks  paper  makes  up  the  No  to  6  since 
I  have  took  it--  my  Corn  looks  very  well«- 
the  Broomcorn  has  baen  up  these  4  or  5  days 

I  work*d  in  the  garden  in  a  m  in  the  P  M 
went  to  town-  did  some  business  for  Mr  Lovett 
The  weather  today  has  been  cold  Cloudy  &  rainy 
in  the  forenoon  it  only  drizzel’dia  little  but  in 
the  P  M  it  rain’d  verry  steady  fast  all  the  P  M 
&  I  conclude  a  great  part  of  the  nighty  Wind! 
in  the^  S  East,  some  ef-the  potatoes  have  come 
up  &  some  have  not, those  that  are  up  ance 

the  most  are  in  the  garden  (most  beautiful  apper- 
My  great  Apple0 Tree  before  the  door  makes  a 


J  One  inch  of  this  page  cut  off'))  10 

Sunday  attended  meetting  Mr  Marsh  preach’d  in  the  A  M 
from  Haggai  Chap’t  2d  7  Verse  in  the  P  M  took  his  text 
in  Romans  1st  Chap’t  16th  Verse.  The  weather  today 
to  day  was  verry  uncomfortable  Wind  being 
in  the  S  Bast  very  cloudy  some  rain 
I  understand’ wind  blew  very  hard  in  the 
Bast  part  of  the  town, insomuch  that  blew 
off  limbs  of  trees  &  small  Apples  in  great  ab¬ 
undance  -I  think  my  Flaz  &  Oats  Barley 
have  come  on  verry  weld  look  verry  promise 
-ing 

I  set  the  Boys-  to  plowing  Fallow, I  put  in 
Rails  Tan-brook  wall  with  Jonas’s  help 
The  weather  was  not  verry  pleasant  it  being 
verry  cloudy  all  day  wind  from  N  W  quite 
cool-in  the  evening  there  was  a  small 
shower- 


Worked  on  the  High -way  had  two  hands  to  work 
a  (torn  off)  Capt  drew  boards  for  Mr  Hunt 


(About  one  inch  of  this  page  cut  off) 
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12t£ 

13th 

14 


15th 


16  th 

17  th 


wind  in  N  W  we  had  a  number  of  small  showers 
in  the  P  M,a  night  a  verry  heavy  dew- 

1  sent  the  Capt  to  Hoe  for  the  Col’n  &  I  held  plow  Verry/ 
good  weather  to  do  business  in  it  being  verry  temperate 
a  little  hazzy-wind  in  the  U  W  till  just  at  sundown 
when  it  blew  quite  fresh  from  the  South* 

I  follow’d  the  plow  again  Capt  hoed  for  the  Coin  weather 
about  same  as  yesterday  only  considerably  warmer  - 

This  forenoon  I  held  plow  Capt  top  rail’d  fences 
in  the  P  M  Hoed  the  Hog-field,  the  weather  this? 
mortidukg  quite  comfortable  but  about  9  O-clock 
the  sun  beat  down  verry  violently  continu’d 
so  till  sun  about  3  Hours  high  when  it  became 
verry  cloudy- likely  for  a  shower  from  the  South 
heard  some  thunder-the  first  cloud  vanish’d  away 
without  any  rain  but  the  next  one  look’d  verry 
awful  &  majestiocyet  there  was  but  a  small  part 
of  the  shower  here , the  little  we  had  was  from  a 
little  before  Sun-set  &  —8  o  clock.  I  expect 
the  heft  of  this  Shower  was  at  Wm’s  town  &  those 
aroudiit,by  the  posin  the  clouds- were  in  &  the  sound? 
of  thunder  we  have  had  showers  all  around-  us  to  day 
Wind  verry  fresh  from  South  all  day 
(Line  cut  off  ) 


June  Continu’d5 

I  let  the  Capt  go  to  draw  boards  for  Jonas 
from  Arlington  I  finish’d  Hoeing  the  Hog 
field  Hiram  went  to  Capt  Hendryx’s  to  get  some 
clothe^  cut  out-in  the  P  M  went  to  Col’s  to  Hoe 
-ing, weather  verry  warm  and  sultry  all  day  tfoow 
-er  made  its  appearance  in  the  N  W  but  it  so 
happen’ di  that  it  didnt  rain  here  the  Showers 
moved  on  every  side  of  us? with  considerable 
thunder  and  lightining-wind  has  been  in  the  S  W 
last  night  quite  a  warm  night -a  fine  grow 
-ing  time  all  sorts  of  grain  and  grass  grow 
thrivingly 


12 


Sunday  attended  meeting,  I  have  forgotten  where 

Mr  Marsh? took  his  textttfich  I  ought  not  to  neglect 

the  weather  in  fore  part  of  day  some  scattering  clouds 

some  refreshing  brezaws?  f rom  N  W  in  P  M 

it  was  verry  pleasant-it  has  been  a  verry  warm 

day- some  thunder  heard  at  a  distance-  last 

night  verry  warm 

Tackled  in  four  Hors*  a,  in  to  the  plow  and  held  it 
after  them-  Capt  went  to  Hoeing  for  Jonas 
the  weather  has  been  verry  pleasant: &  also  quite  warm 
wind  in  the  N  W  it  is  a  verry  good  season  for  bus 
-nessoCom  grows  amazing  for  time  of  the  yearr 
Wheat  is  now  heading  outt 
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June  1805 


13l 


lBthh 


19th 


20th 


21si 


22d 


23dd 


The  Capt  work’d  for  the  Col’n  to  day  I  held 
plow  with  the  team  as  yoterday  the  weather 
verry  pi easantt  extremely  warm  especialy 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  day  when  there  was  butt 
little  wind  in  motion  &  that  from  N  W 
in  the  P  M  it  blew  quite  fresh  from  S  W 

The  Cap't  was  unwell  to  day  didn’t  work  any  I  follow’d 
my  4  Horse  plow*a  verry  hot  muggy  day  we  have  had  it 
has  b©n  verry  hazzy  A  cloudy- one  Shower  appear’ dd in  the 
north  pass’d  to  the  to  the  Bast  of  us? with  some  thunderr 
wind  S 

Capt  work’d  for  Jonas  to  day-  I  plow’d  with  the 
four  Horse  team  This  day  has  been  a  verry  warm  one 
especially  in  the  P  M-in  the  fore  part  of  the  day 
it  was  cloudy  and  hazzy  in  the  it  was  quite  dear¬ 
th!  s  evening  it  lightened  in  the  South  but  could 
hear  no  thunder*  we  have  had  some  verry  warm 
nights^  to  along  back-  wind  in  the  N  W 
(one  line  erased) 

The  Capt  lay  by?A  didn’t  do  anything  my  work 
was  the  same  with  yesterday 

Weather  in  fore  part  of  day  look’d  quite  likely 
for  rain  it  being  a  good  cloudy* it  has  bteen  a  cloudy 
hazzy  day  some  sighna  of  rain-  it  was  not  so 
warm  to  day  as  yesterday-  spring  Wheatt 
heading  out-  Wind  in  S  W 


June  1305  14 

In  the  forenoon  I  plow’d  with  my?  4 

horse  team- in  the  P  M  Hiram  and  I  went 

hoeing  with  the  Col’n  A  his  Boys  Jonas  all  of 

whom  had  been  hoeing  for  me  in  the  f orenoon 

to  day  I  finish’d; (  erased  ) 

almost  all  the  Tracy  field  there  being  a  small 

piece  that  we  did  not  finish-Cap’ t  did  not  work  to  day 

the  weather  to  day  has  been  verry  cloudy 

wind  in  the  S  W-at  noon  we  had  a  small 

shower  Tshich  lasted  a  couple  of  hours?  it  rain’d 

considerable  in  the  nightbfrom  the  pppea*» 

-ranee  of  things**-  it  is  a  fine  growing  time 
abundance  of  Apples  fall  off- 

Sunday  Attend’ ddmeeting  Mr  Marsh  preach'd 

textt  on  119  PSalmlllth  cerse  in  a  m  in  P  M  49psalm  8  verse 

Flax  is  in  the  blow-I  think  I  nevar  saw  Apples- 

fall  off, after  they  grew  to  such  bigness  (erased) 

(erased) -the  bigness  of  butternuts  A  walnuts^ 

it  is  a  verry  excellent  season  for  every  sort  off  sort 

of  grain  A  grass  every  thing  grows  verry 

thrivingly- wheat  looks  verry  promising 

Throut  yhe  country*-my  spring  Wheatt 

looks  better  than  any  other  that  I  have 

seen*-  Weatbs*  cloudy  in  fore  part  of  day 

some  showery-quite  clar  in  the  P  M 

wind  in  H  W  pretty  warm  my  Flax  just  begun  to  Blow 


shortt  liv’d 

March  26th  Luoyvfirbed  weighs  22  lb  4  oz 

March  27  Weight  of  the  Feathers-  15  *  10  w 


May  May.  My  Weightt  chemie 


luber- 


Hiram-aRAt-yeu-aekarntd-you-great.-lasy  ( erased) 


15; 


24th  June  I  had  Jonas  A  Adam  to  work  for  me  to  day 

hoed  the  reminder!  of  the  tracy  field  && 
finish’d  the  Sheep  field-hoed  a  few  rows  in. 

Tanbrook  field-  Weather  today  pUaasant  &  Pretty 
warm-  Wind  in  the  N  W-  Capt  did  not  work 
to  day 

25th  Finish’d  hoeing  for  the  second  time  had  Jonas' 

to  work  for  me  the  Capt  did  not  do  anything  to  day, 

weather  same  cloudy  in  the  morning  the  rest  part 

of  a  m  &  and  a  great  part  of  the  P  M  was  clear  from  clouds 

yet  it  was  smokey  &  hazzy  toward  night  it! 

clouded  same  wind  in  Southe  a  little  rain  in 

the  evening-  it  was  warm  verry  warm 

to  day 

(Two  lines  erased  ) 


26th 


27th 


June  1605 

Plow’d  with  Oxen  &  Horses-  the  Capt  began 
to  work  to  day- the  Capt  has  now  lost  16  days 
in  all-we  had  a  verry  cool  day-  wind  verry 
fresh  in  the  N  W-  some  cloudy  in  morning 
but  clear  in  the  am  &  part  of  the  P  M  but  toward 
night  it  was  pretTy  cloudy-  verry  cold  in  the 
evening- -there  was  an  eclipse  of  Moon  this  morn: 

This  forenoon  I  finish’d  plowing  fallow 
I  plow’d  with  my  Coat  &  Jacket  all  this  fore 
noon  the  weather  verry  cold  &  and  a  good  deal 
cloudy  in  fore  part  of  the  day- in  fore  part  of 
P  M  it  was  quite  calm-  wind  having  been 
verry  high  in  forenoon-  the  clouds  were 
thicker  in  afternoon  it  rained  a  few  drops-  wind 
quite  high  just  at  night  but  went  down  again  bef¬ 
ore  bed  time-it  has  remarkable  cold  dayes  es 
pecially  in  the  part  of  it- this  P  M  I  drew 
some  large  flat  stones  to  build  a  bridge-plow’ d 
a  little  by-the  in  the  Lane-  wind  in  N  W 


16 


JUNE  17 

26th  Work’d  on  the  high  way-  had  Oxen  &  Horses  in 

am  in  P  M  had  no  other  team  but  Oxen- 
Hep’d  make  the  blue  hill  bridge-  weather 
has  ben  rather  cool  for  the  time  of  the  year 
wind  in  the  N  West  some  cloudy*  rain  some 
in  the  night  - - - - - - - - 

29th  To  day  work’d  on  our  Lane  laid  the  bridge 
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but  did  not  finish  it-weather  has  been 
cloudy-  a  small  shower  with  some  thun 
der  a  little  after  noon-  Wind  in  N  W 

Attended  meeting  meeting  Mr  Marsh 
took  text  in  forenoon  Acts  19th  Chap  23d  Vers 
in  P  M  Matthew  24th  44th  verse  weather  today 
something  cloudy  but  the  sun  shone  pretty 
afternoon  nor  was  it  very  warm  today  as  has 
been  the  case  for  several  days  back---- 


JULY  1st  1805 


I  chang’d  work  with  Jonas  work’d  his  time 

out  on  Doctor  Pay  hill  this  took  up  the  forenoon 

In  P  M  I  work’d  on  my  own  road  mended' it 

this  side  of  the  bridge-  did  it  Turnpike  fashion 

weather  today  has  been  pretty  temperate  for 

the  time  of  the  year-  not  verry  cloudy  same 

smokey  wind  in  the  North  West 

This  morning  Father  brought  home  the  Cyder  bran 
-dy  while  he  was  gone  away  with 

waggon  &  Horses^  I  hoe’d  out  my  Broom  with  Jonar’s 
corn  after  he  came  home  I  let  Ira  go  with  cart:, Hi  ram 

took  them 

&  went  to  drawing  old  wood^ 
same  that  was  split  outt  of  an  Oak  tree  which 
Ames I  fefelia  year  ago  last  April)  which  I  spit 
last  March  I  help’d  cut  down  a  Map^ie  Trefr 
though  I  dldnt  work  all  the  time  for  Jonas  I  had 
to  help  the  boys  load-  this  mapple  Tree  prov’d 
to  be  verry  tough  to  split-  Ira  drew  5  loads? 
of  Wood. with  his  cart  &  Hiram  the  same 
number  with  waggon  Oak  Wood  &  I 
a  piece  for  Jonas* -weather  to  day 
has  been  pretty  warm-  a  little  cloudy 
some  smokey-  wind  in  N  W  (words  erased) 

I  work’d  in  Garden  in  am  in  P  M  fix'd 

my  Waggon  Racks?  &  a  midling  warm  day  "wind  in  S  W 

The  proceedings  of  the  day  are  too  tedious  to 
mention-  wind  in  S  W  some  signs  of  rain  being 
some  cloudy  it  has  been  a  warm  day 

J onas  work'd  for  me  to  day  hoed  out  the 
Tanbrook  fields  finish’d  the  Tracy  field 
I  have  got  potatoes  in  my  garden  that 
have  been  in  the  blow  for  above  a  week 
those  have  just  begun  in  field-  Weather  verry 
dry  a  great  want  of  rain  the  signs 
rain  to  day  wind  being  in  S  W  pretty 
strong  clouds  look’d  heavy  &  dark 


July 

in  the  evening  the  wind  turn’d  into  N  W 
it  was  Terry  warm  this  evening. 
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6  th 


7  th 


8  th 


9  th 


The  Capt  plow’d  &  Hiram  &  I  Hoed  the  last  of  our 
hoeing-my  Oats  are  verry  uneven  some  are  headed 
out  some  are  not- the  day  is  midling  warm  cool  in 
the  evening  some  cloudy  and  smokey- 
(part  line  erased) 

Sunday  attended  meeting-  I  did’n  understand  what 

the  forenoon  monisters  name  was-  neither  did  I  the 

P  M  Minister  text  in  forenoon  in  St  Mark  9th 

31st  verse  in  P  M  Ith  Cfca|>ter  5th  verse 

weather  to  day  verry  warm  &  smokey  wind  in 

N  W  at  night  it  look’d  likely  for  rain---- 

the  cause  of  the  smokey  weather  we  have 

had  lately  is  by  the  fires  on  B  mountain 

which  has  done  great  damage  &  will  do 

more  if  not  stop’d-  verry  great  want  of 

rain  about  these  times. 

The  Capt  with  4th  has  lostb  17  days 
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July  1805 

This  day  I  began  to  mow-having  got  ourr 

Scythes  ready  which  was  8  oclock  in  am 

Jonas  took  Irs’s  &  Adams  New  Scythes  & 

went  to  Saf fords  A  ground  them  while  this 

was  doing  Ira  &  Adam  fixing  up  some  old  Scythes 

&  work’d  with  them  till  Jonas  had  finish’d  their  new 

ones-  he  made  his  appearance  in  the  field  betw 

een  4  &  5  Oclock  P  M-with  new  Scythes-  I  had 

4  hands"  to  work  to  work  for  me--including 

myself  A  Hiram-  I  cut  about  2  1/2  acres  grass 

West  of  the  Barn  part  of  the  clover  I  rak’d  up 

what  was  on  the  old  ground  the  clover  being 

too  dry-the  weather  has  been  hot  A  smokey  A 

cloudy  good  deal  likely  to  rain  hard  just 

before  noon  didtant  thunder  but  we  had  no 

rain  in  evening  it  lighten’d  verry  sharp 

thundered!  from  a  cloud  to  the  South  of  us 

we  poepar’  d  for  s  showeri  but  we  had  none 

this  night  has  been  the  verry  hotest  we  have 

this  Simmer  wind  blew  verry  fresh  to  day  S  W 


July  22 

at  night  it  turn’d  round- in  N  W  or  it  is  probible 
we  should  have  had  a  shower  there*  s  great  need  of 
one  at  this  time 

Jonas  Adam  &  Ira  went  to  mowing  Hiram 
A  I  spread  open  the  cocks  &  spread  the  swaths 
the  mower 8  finish’d  mowing  the  clover  at 
noon  in  P  M  Jonas  ’  Adam  got  in  3  loads  of 
Hay  on  the  old  ground  did’ nt  get  in  only 
one  windrow  of  cbver  Rak’d  &  cock’d 
about  half  the  clover  this  conclud’d 
the  day-  the  weather  to  day  was  cons 
-ierable  cooler  than  ywterday  or  last 
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10  th 


11th 


12th 


evening  (“being  the  warmest  night: we  22 

have  had  this  summer)  in  consequence 

of  wind  being  in  N  W  every  day  it 

was  cloudy  hut  clouds  didn’t  look  so  near 

like  rain  as  yesterday  these  appear’d  to 

he  some  signs  rain  at  night 

23 

This  aorning  Mr  Paxtonncame  to 
work  for  Jonas  I  sat  him  &  Ada,  &  Ira 
to  mowing  Paxton  &  Adam  did  chief  of  the 
mowing  Capt’s  Scythe  being  out  ot  order 
they  mow’d  d-wn  a  considerable  of  a  piece 
itn  being  even  with  the  S  E  corner  of  the 
corn  N  W  corner  of  Orchard  they  cut  down  this- 
&  another  small  piece  in  South 
meadow  while t  they  were  mowing  Hiram 
spread  swaths  &  I  open!d  the  hay  call’d  Ira 
away  &  carted  in  two  loads  hay  in  to  the 
stack  in  A  M  in  P  M  J onas  came  with 
waggon  &  Horses  (being  gone  in  Am)  wentt 
with  two  teams-  got  in  the  clover  which  in 
whole  amounted'  to  11  loads*6  tons-all  putt 
into  staefc  Rak'd  &  cock’d  what  the  boys^ 
mow’d  in  forenoon-  weather  verry  good  to 
make  hay^not  much  cloudy-  some 
smokey  wind  in  N  V 
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Got  their  Scythes  in  readiness  went  for 

mowing  had  Josephs  Paxtom&  Adamthie-- 

morning  mow’d  three  or  4  acres  in  P  M  Jonas 

come  with  his  waggon  went  two  teams-  (which  amount'd  8  L 

strong  carted  what  the  Boys  mow’d  yesA 

-terday  in  am-  Rak’d  &  cock’d  what  Boys- 

mow'd  in  am-  weather  verry  good 

for  business-  some  cloudy  but  verry 

scattering  some  smokey  in  consequence 

of  fire  on  E  Mt:  north  of  Capt  Sage’s^fc  is 

doing  great  damage-  I  must  mention 

here  that  what  I  have  had  mow’d  yesterday  &  to  day  is  done 
the  verry  worst!  that  ever  I  had  any  in 
my  life  there’s  some  swaths  that- 
look  like  a  poor  old  Hors* s  ribs 

To  day  my  Father  had  a  severe  fall  from  time 

his  mare  in  am  I  sent  Hiram  after  Doctor  he  came  in  short 


July  1805 

four  of  us  us  mow’d  Jonas  Capt  Ad 
-am  &  myself  this  forenoon  Hiram 
spread  swaths  Jonas  &  I  had  to  leave 
the  Boys  &  go  carting  hay  got  5  loads 
on  to  stack  a  m  in  P  M  By-  Boys  Rak’d 
what  was  mow*  d  in  a  m  J  onas  &  I  went 
to  carting  hay  got  in  3  loads-for  myself 
I  had  verry  hard  P  M’s  work  of  it  stack 
being  pretty  high-  we  have  mow’d 
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25 


13  th 


14th 


15th 


2  1/2  Acres  -Weather  verry  hot  &  cloudy 
expectations  of  a  shower-just  st  night 
there  appear’d  a  verry  Black  cloud  in  N  W  look’d 
likely  for  a  verry  hard  shower  but  it 
prov’d  to  be  quite  light  yet  the  the  little  we 
had  did  great  good  for  we  have  not  any  of 
consequence  for  33  days  it  is  a  verry  dry 
time  corn  leaves  rooL^ 

(foot  note--Capt  means  Ira  Hareood,  &  Adam  Waters) 
(this  written  in  pencil) 
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This  morning  I  felt  rather  out  of  health 

set  Adam  Capt'n  &  Jonas  mowing-  Capt’n  didn’t 

mow  a  great  deal-his  Scythe  not  suiting  him 

for  myself-I  open’d  the  Cocks  or  I  would  say 

I  help’d  Capt  do  it  after  this  Capt-  Hiram 

and  myself  open’d  swaths  that  Adam  &  Jonas 

had  mow’d*  this  morning  Hiram  went  with  his 

Grandfather  (he  being  his  guide)  and  cut  the 

Canada  thistles-  in  P  M  Adam  <8fc  Ira  Bak’d 

A  cock’d  ’  cock’d  what  was  mow’d  in  a  m 

Jonas^A  I  got  in  6  loads- of  hay  in  to  the  barn 

with  waggon-weather  verry  warm  last  night 

as  cl os  in  morning  verry  cloudy  look’d  likely 

to  rain-but  became  a  warm  sunshiny  day 

The  late  extraordinary  fires  that  have  been 

raging  on  25  Mts  north  of  Cap’t  Sages 

receiv’d  a  check  if  not  a  final  stop  by  last  night 

raln-it  is  suppos’d  Cap’n  Sage  has  lost  1000  Dollars- 

by  fire  (  in  pencils  Jonas  Harwood) 


J  uly  1805 

2? 

I  Attended  public  worship  Bev’d  Mr  Marsh 
preach’d  from  this  text  Chap’t  Verse  am-  in 
The  weather  in  morning  cloudy  look’ d  likely 
for  rain  but  it  soon  fair’d  awayyA  became 
a  clear  day  tho  it  was  smokey-  the  fire  on 
M’ts  livend  up  this  evening-without  a  stop 
be  put.  it  will  go  as  bad  as  ever-  wind  in  N  W 
Gt  has  been  in  my  opinion  the  hotest  day 
this  year- 


All  hands  went  to  mowing  mowed  3  acres 

in  P  M  Ira  Adam  Bak’d  up  what  had  been  mow’d 

in  am  Jonas  &  I  got  in  the  hay  that 

was  wut  last  Saturday  &  two  loads 

of  what  we  mow’d  to  day  whieh-mad#-- 

7  loads  we  help’d  the  boys  rool  up 

This  morning  the  wind  in  U  W 

but  toward  noon  itJ  turn’d  in  South 

we  had  expectations  of  rain  a  good  many  signs 
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As  a  proof  that  it  is  amazing  dry  I 


shalll 
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17  th 


18th 
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mention  that4:  old  channel  Brook  formerly  4fi46-it  is 
which  I  never  knew  to  he  the  case  before 
the  fires  run  considerably  to  dayr 

Cap*t  Adam  Jonas  &  myself  mow’d  down 
a  large  piece  this  forenoon9to  day  and  yes 
-terday  I  should  judge  we  mow’d  about  6 
acres-  in  P  M  Cap’t  didnft  work  which 
made  it  some  bad  for  us  as  made  us  work 
pretty  late  &  and  we  did  not  so  much  as  we 
laid  out  to  only  the  remainder  of  cut*: 
yesterday  which  made  two  loads-  Rak’d 
&  cock’d  what  was  mow’d  to  day 
In  morning  wind  in  H  W  but  it  turn’d 
in  South  ahd  look  likely  for  rain  being 
cloudy  and  gre&t  many  signs  if  rain 
but  we  have  none-  the  fire  rag’d  dread 
fuly  on  the  mountain  in  P  M  and  in  evenin 
-g  it  verry  curious  to  see  the  blaze  flash  up 
when  wind  Blew-it  caus’d  considerable  light. 
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In  the  morning  I  set  Adam  to  pulling 
Flax  Jonas  went  to  cradleing  Barly 
but  I  had  to  call  them  away  to  waggon 
in  hay-just  before  the  Cap’t  had  turned 
over  the  waggon-I  sent  him  after  the 
oxen  went  with  two  teams  got  in 
the  Hay  in  to  the  Barn  the  same  as  I  havw 
alii  that  I  have  cut  this  week-  in  P  M  Adam 
A  myself  A-«y--  &  Hiram  pullM  Plaz 
Jonas  finish’d  the  Barlyrhe  &  captain 
to  work  upon  the  Rye-the  fire  on  Mts- 
still  rages  it  cross’d  the  Height  of  Mt’ s- 
the  weather  to  day  has  been  verry  singular! 
in  am  it  was  verry  cloudy  wind-  hot  &  muggy 
wind  storm  in  South  great  signs  of  rain 
in  P  M  the  wind  turn’d  in  N  W  blew 
verry  high-gave  up  all  ideas  of  rain  today 
the  ground  is  verry  dry  great  want  of 
rain-  corn  has  begun  to  tassel  outt 


July  1805  30 

Adam  &  Jonas  went  to  cradleing  Raking  & 

Binding  Rye  Hiram  pull’d  Flax  in  am  Hiram 
Rak’ddfc  I  Bound  the  Barley  got  in  two 
Adam  &  XOnas  stack’d  some  Rye  but  didn’t 
do  all  they  had  cut  Capt  did  no  no  work  to  day 
the  weather  to  do  busineee  in  npw  so  warm 
as  has  been  for  some  days  past, cool  evenings^ 
wind  blew  quite  hard  N  W 
The  Cap’t  has  lost  18  1/2  with  4th  July 

Jonas  crade’d  all  day  Adam  Rak’d  and  Bound 
after  him  Hiram  &  I  pull’d  Plax  in  am 
in  P  M  went  stacking  Rye 

weather  to  day  verry  good  to  do  business  in  has  bea  n 

some  cloudy  rain’d  in  night  Wind  in  K  W  cooler  today  thati 
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20  th 

21st 

22dd 

23d, 

24th 


25th, 


Jonas  &  Adam  follow’d  same  business  today  as 
yesterdayvHiram  &  I  pull’d  Flaz  in  Am 
in  P  M  Hiram  was  sick  I  hired  Mr  Dewey 
he  &  I  rac’k  Rye  weather  about  same 
as  yesterday  my  flax  pulls  pretty  hard! 
but  it  is  as  handsome  a  piece  as  ever  I  rais’d:! 

I  have  a  good  a  verry  piece  of  rye 
my  grass  turns  out  well  Ira  arriv’d  from  Troy  31 

July  1805 

Sunday  Mr  Marsh  took  his  text  I  don’t  remember  where"  fbr  X 
have  forgot teni weather  not  much  cloudy 
some  smokey  every  day:*  not  verry  warm 

To  day  I  work’d  for  Jonas  taking  Cap’t 

with  me  Harvesting-  Hiram  didn’ t  do 

muchibut  fetch  water  for  them 

it  has  been  a  good  day  for  business  the 

sky  was  some  smokey-  Mr  SSott’ wheat 

looks  welli  turns  out  verry  well  cloudy  wind  in  S 

Ira  &  I  Rep't  for  Jonas  again  Hiram 
f ethhed  water*  the  weatherhas  been 
cloudy  &  Dikely  for  rain  wind  in  South 
we  had  a  small  dash  of  rain  fore  parti 
of  evening  but  did  not  rain  enough 
to  lay  the  dust-people  are  afraidrlhow 
their  corn  will  turn  outt  it  being  so 
dry  Mr  offer’ da  Mr  Thomas  offer*  ddMr 
House  his  shre  of  corn  for  10  Bushelsr 


July  1805 

I  began  to  harvest  my  wheat  to  day  32 

had  Ada#  to  hep  me  the  Cap’t  gave 

Fax ton}  out  to  day-Faxton  cradle 
Jonas  )  in  P  M  stook’d  up  what 
he  cradled-  this  was  on  the  Flax  ground! 
in  the  orchard1  we  stack’d! 
weather  some  cloudy  wind  in  H  W 
the  fires  are  not  stopp’d  on  Mts  nor 
are  they  like  to»  it  is  now  17  days  since 
the  first  fire  broke  outt which  was  oimr 
by  Mr  Weeks's  this  was  soon  put  outt 
it  is  a  little  more  than  a  f ortnightt since  Sage’sa 
fire  broke  out!  &  and  since  the  last  one  on 
Mt  over  South  E  of  Mr  Hurd’s  is  aboutt8 
days  &  there  are  more  of  them( excepted 
stop’d 

My  Reapers  came  to  to  dayyfc  cut 
winter  wheat  and  the  ripest  of  my  Spring 
wheat-  Mr  Thomas  help’d  me  in  forenoon 


July  1805  33, 

I  stack’d  all  that  was?  that  was  cutt  in  to 
large  stacks^ 

weather  to  day  wind  in  N  W  cloudy  in 
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P  M  some  likely  to  rain  rather  cool  to  day 
as  it  has  it  has  been  the  case  for  several 
days  back  - - 

Work* d  for  Jonas  to  day  I  Rep’t  in  am  Rep’t 

some  in  P  M  but  soon  had  to  go  to  go  to  stack 

-ing  for  fear  of  a  shower;  which  came  up 

in  a  short  time  we  had  not  time  to 

stack:  all  that  we  had  down*  I  got  complet 

-ely  soak’d  &  some  of  the  rest  of  us  also*  thie 

shower  was  accompanied- with  a  good' 

deal  of  wind  which  injured  the  whe 

-at  stacks verry  much-  had  to  repair 

them  again-  we  had  considerable  rafcn 

this  P  M-  Wind  in  N  W-  yesterdays 

maddup  the  complement  of  45  days? 

-s  since  we  have  had  much  rain 
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Work’d  for  Jonas  in  forenoon  &  consid 
erable  part  of  the  P  M  finished  his  wheat 
he  came  &  some  of  my  spring  wheats 
did!  nt  right  up  after  the  Cradle^--  my 
Spring  wheat  is  verry  stout  this  year 
though  the  heads  are  not  so  ,long  ae? 
wold  have  beennhad  it  been  for  Droug 
-htl  rais’d: this  year  little  uselng 
of  5  Acres  of  Winter  wheat  which 
I  think  is  abouti  midi  ing  &  one  A- 
«cre  and  a  little  over  verry  good  Flax* 
Wind  in  N  W  cool  &  clear 
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Sunday  I  Attended  public  worship 
Mr  John  Davis  preach’d  took  text  in  am 
23;Chap*t  392*40  &  41st  Verses  in  St.  Paul  to 
Hebrews  9th  Chap’t  1st  V  weather  cool  to  day 
cloudy  in  same  degree  it  is  that  I  han’t 
much  this  year  it  being  so  dry  thatt 

it  does  not  ear  out  well!--  (written  in  pencil  McornH) 
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In  fore  part  of  A  M  cradled  the  Spring 
Wheat  Adam  &  I  Rak’d  &  Bound- Ira 
went  up  and  put  on  Rye  caps  that  were 
bbown  off-  Hiram  carried  together 
after  Ira  got  this  putting  on  caps**  sent! 
him  after oxen  got  in  one  small  load! 

Wheats  in  I  stack’d  grain  the  Boys  got 
in  the  Wheat-  that  grew  on  *  PI  ax  ground! 
which  amounted  to  27  Shocks  &  Shi  eve e 
Adam  Jonas  Cradledi Rye-  the  Boys  the 
Boya-’&  stack’d  it  up  got  in  one  smalll 
of  it-  weather  smokey  dull  &  cloudyy 
likely  to  rain 

I  took  my  cart  &  Qxenihalp’d  Jonas 
cart  in  his  Wheatt&e  had  Atwoods  Oxen' 
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&  Cart  in  A  M-  tout  nei^ther  Atwood*  88  Oxen 
nor  mine  could  stand  the  heat 
so  that  Jonas  took  waggon  &  Horses- 
in  P  M-  I  work’d  my  Oxen  &  Atwood- 


July  1805  zee 

alternately  it  took  the  whol  of  us  to  keep? 
the  teams  going  we  carted  in  272  Shocks 
and  some  odd  Sheaves  wheat-  it  has  been  a  verry 
s mo key  cloudy  hot  muggy  day 

31st  This  forenoon  Jonas  &  Adam  wentt 

with  Waggon  Ira  &  Hiram  went  with 

cart  &  Oxen-  in  P  M  Jonas  &  Adam 

went  to  daawing  his  wheat  in  which 

fee  finish’d-the  whole  amounted  406 

Shocks:  I  sent  Ira  up  to  Mr  Norton’s 

afterJonas’s  Waggon  took  Cart  &  drew 

my  FI  axe  up  to  the  Barni  stack’d  it 

it  was  verry  smokey  &. cloudy  all  day 

about  3  OclockiP  M  it  began  to  thunderr 

in  N  E  toward  evening  began  cloudu 

up  quite  thick  good  dealxof  thunderr 

&  lighting-  Showers  come  up  from 

S  W  by  degrees-  we  had  a  verry  hard  shower 

er  attended  with  cons  identities  heat  &  thunder 


August  1805 
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some  high  wind" 

in  our  late  Brought  was  one  sin 
gularr circus tance  &  that  was  the  leav#? 
xxx  drying  up  on  the  Bald  hill---appear 
as  if  fire  had  been  among  the  Trees? 

August  1st 

This  was  a  rainy  day- so  that  I  didn’t 
do  any  work 

2di  M$  work  was  rather  scattering 

in  morning  went  and  finish  the 
Rye  mow’d  the  B  a  wk  in  the  Rye  fields 
mow’d  the  swailu  in  Tracy  field! 
in  P  M  we  mow’d  a  considerable  of  a  Piece 
in  North  Meadows? 

The  weather  to  day  was  rather  cloudy. 

&  dull  wind  in  South  East 

our  late  rain  has  put  final  stop 

to  the  fires  on  mountains?  amounting 

around  us^  it  has  made  a  dismal  appearance  on  the  Trees  that 
it  sing’di 
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Jonas  cradled  the  Oat in  North  Meadow 
we  rak’d  what  hay  we  cut  yesterday 
it  was  verry  cloudy  &  likely  for  rain 
which  came  to  pads  in  nighttWind 
in  South  East1; 

Sunday  I  was  sick  so  I  did' 
not  attend  public  tfdTtihip 
in  raoring  it  was  verry  warm 
it  clouded  up  soo that  it  made  it 
quite  comfortable  wind  in  N  W 

I  went  to  Carting  Rye  Ira  &  Hiram 
sat  out  with  lonas’s  waggonn&  Rack 
but  met  with  bad  luck  broke  the  Rack 
so  that  had  to  take  Carti  &  Oxen  Jonas  <3b 
Adam  with  my  Waggon  we  finish’d  the 
Rye  (which  amounted  to  158  Shocks- 
8  Shievea)  which  happen’d  in  P  M 
we  also  drew  in  all  the  hay  &  3.  lods  wheat 
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of  from  14  Acres  I  be dd  158  Sks  &  Shi  eves 
the  weather  has  been  plMasantt  some 
cloudyyafe  not  verry  warm 

Adam  Ira  Jonas  &  myself,  went  to  mow 

-ing  this  moriing  in  North  madow 

but  sent  Adam  &  Hiram  away  to  draw 

-ing  Wheats  we  finish’d  the  last  piece 

in  N  Meadow-  Harry  Paxton  finish’d 

my  Oats  in  South  M’d-JUst  before  noon 

Hiram  had  the  misfortune  to  get  a  violent-  bruis 

-ing  from  my  off  Ox’s; heels^in  his  face  &  eyes 

so  that  he  didn’t  do  anything;  more  to  day 

Henry  Taylor  took  (  he  arriv’d  on  Wednesday  last 

on  a  visit  )  his  place  which  was  tto  pitch  Shi eves 

as  for  me1  Jonas  &  Adam  this  P  M  we  Rak’d  & 

cock’d  what  we  mowed  in  forenoon  also 

Rak’d  the  Oats-  It  has  been  a  good  day  for 

business  not  over  warm  our  late  rain  has 

made  a  greay  alteration  in  apperance 

of  things-there  is  one  thing  observable 

in  the  late  drought- that  is  we  have  had  scarce  a 

(cannot  read) 
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I  finish’d  carting  Wheat-  All  from  6  or  7  Acres 
I  have  135  Shock  of  Wheatt of  off  from  little  more 
than  2  Acres  I  have  43  Shocks  of  Spring  Wheat 
I  let  Jonas  remainder  of  South  Meadow-  he  i3 
to  have  one  3d  for  mowing  &  raking  of  it 
he  and  his  hander  went  to  mowing-  Ira  &  I 
aft erf ini shi ng  Wheat-went  to  cartifcg  Hay  out 
North  Meadows-  begun  a  Stack  after  we  had 
finish’d  carting  we  went  &  set  up  the 
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8  th 


9  th 


10  th 


Oats  In  South  Meadow  help’d  Jonas  some  40 

about  his  hayybut  that  was  verry  little 
he  had  mow’d  a  large  piece  to  day 
it  has  ben  pretty  warm  and  some  cloudy© 

This  morn  Jonas  &  the  rest  of  us?  set  out  for 
i^atoing  but  the  aweather  didn’t  look  rightt 
so  that  we  went  to  carting  after  I  had  finish’d 
carting  my  part  of  the  hay  I  cart’d  my  Oats? 
in  South  Meadow-  the  Scythe  &  Rake  wer  kep’t  in 
motion**  so  that  we  got  considerable  hay/ 
together-  This  morning  it  appeared  likely 
for  rain-but  it  it  did  not  look  so  likely  toward 
noon  in  the  P  M  it  look’d  quite  likely  for 
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rain-  We  had  a  little  in  the  evening  41 

it  has  been  pretty  warm  &  quite  heavy 

This  is  our  finishing  day  for  our  haying 

the  mowing  part  we  clos’d  with  three 

good  hearty  Cheers  we  mow’d  a  small 

Swail  in  Tanbrook  Cornfield-  carried 

all  in  to  the  Barn-  A  good  Day  for  busine 

-ss  though  warm 

How  I  shall  make  statement  of  all  my 

Winter  Wheatt  - - Acres-- - -  Shocks? 

fine  57  135 

Rye  14  158 

Spring  Wheat  2  1/4  27 

Oats  - - 2 - 35 

5T5 


PI  ax  .  1 

Bari  «y -  1/2 

total!  StTS /? 


Acres'  tons 
30  40 


This  morning  all  hands  turn'd  out  an 
a  fishing  party -Adam  Jonas  Paxton 
John  Farnsworth  Ira  &  myself-  wcr 
eath  catch’ d  out  the  two  brookw  172  large 
&  small  Trout  dirided  them  among  5 
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we  were  gone  only  about!  3  hours- in  catch 
all  those  fishes-  in  the  P  M  I  carried 
my  plow  Irons  to  Maj  *rr Horton’ s  & 
got  them  sharpen'd-  We  have  had 
a  pretty  hot  day  of  it-  it  was  some 
cloudy  with  all-we  had  a  verry  pleas 
ant! Moon  light  evening  the  sky  being 
beautifully  diversified  with  clouds 
Hiram  has  not  work’d  since  he  was  wou 
-ded-my  Haying  &  Harvest  has  lasted 
me  including  what  I  have  dme  for  Jonas 
Sundays  A  all  39  Days*  my  Rye  is 
verry  well  fill’d  out-  the  Wheat  is  about! 
mldllng 
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42 


11th 


12th 


13  th 


14  th 


15  th 


10  th 


Sunday  I  attended  public  worship  I  left 
Ira  &  Hiram  at  home- -The  weather 
this  morning  was  verry  hot  &  cloudd 
-y  about  11  Oclock  there  came  a  verry 
smart  storm  of  hail  &  rain  attend1  d 
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with  considerable  thunder-  the 
wind  drove  verry  hard  from  the  West 
the  shower  was  of  short  duration  lasting 
about  two  hours  after  this  it  clear’d 
off  verry  plesant  wind  in  North  West 

Ira  &  Hiram  took  their  respective 
Horse  teaiMrdb  went  to  croee- plowing 
fallow-^  I  went  to  harrowing  in 
South  West  corner  of  the  field  where 
it  is  pretty  tough-  in  P  M  I  cut  wil 
-lows-  it  was  verry  pleas’ t  in  am 
not  so  in  P  M  it  being  hazzy  wind  in 
South  West  signs  of  rain--  — 

The  Boys  went  to  plowing  in  P  M 
I  went  dragging-  my  fallow  plow 
-s  up  verry  mellow-  the  weather  was 
verry  cloudy  this  morning  wind  in 
South  West  a  little  bffore  noon  we  had 
a  short  shower  which  came  from  N  W 
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the  wind  having  turn*d-it  continufd  clou  44 

-dy  all  the  P  M  in  eveAAng  it  clear’d  off 
wind  in  North  West 

Ira  St  Hiram  took  Horses^ &  went  to, plow¬ 
ing  Jonas  &  I  went  to  threshing  Wheat 
A  good  day  for  business  some  signs  of 
of  rain  wind  in  S  W 
we  have  had  some  cool  evenings  along 
back 

Hiram  &  Ira  went  to  work  at  the  same 

old  business  plowing  Jonas  &  I  three’ d  in 

the  forenoon-winnowe’d-got  in  the  P  M 

the  Oats-  The  weather  was  verry  cloudy 

this  morning  wind  in  Southard  a  little 

rain  P  M  it  drisled  some  but  did  not  last  long 

it  remain’d  verry  wloddy  all  the  P  M 

just  at  night  wind  was  considerable 

heavy  from  the  South---- 

This  morning  between  the  hours  of  4 
8  oclock  it  rain’d  verry  hard  acompanied 
with  some  thunders  after  the  showerr 
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45 


17th 

18th 

19th 

20th 

21d 


2  2d 


we  hadj  a  verry  pleasant  day  wind  in 
North  West- the  Boys  went  to  plowing 
&  I  went  &  thresh*  del  alone  in  forenoon 
in  the  P  M  Boys  &  myself  went  up  to  the 
meeting  house  where  we  had  a  view 
of  a  number  of  Cittizens  inarching  from 
off  the  Hill  in  usual  order  to  the  meeting 
House(the  music  was  two  Violins  &  a  Hautboy 
where  an  Oration  was  deliver’ &ABy  his 
honor  Mr  Ward  Barney  I  shall  I  relate  no 
farther--  Amen. 

The  Boys  fhish*d  plowing  fallow  2d  time 
also  plow’d  (in  P  M  )  the  wheat  stubble 
where  1  had  flax  last  year* -Jonas  &  thre 
-sh’d  wheat-  the  weatherpretty  cool  & 
but  few  clouds* in  fore  part  of  day  the 
wind  was  in  North  West  But  toward 
night  it  turn’d  in  South  West 
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Sunday  I  attended  public  worship 

it  has  been  a  fair  day  with  some  few  clouds? 

wind  in  South 

Ira  &  Hiram  went  to  work  with  their  two 
teams  in  the  A  m  in  the  P  M  went  with  3 
horses*  they  finish’d  my  Spring  Wheat 
Stubble:  which  I  mean  to  plant  next  year' 

Jonas  &  X  thresh’d  till  sun  an  hour  hight  went 
up  to  town-it  has  ben  a  cloudy  hazzy  day  partic 
-ularly  in  P  M  wind  in  various  directions 

Xra  &  Hiram  went  to  plowing  the  Flax  &  Oat 
ground1  (part  of  which  I  have  laid  down)  with 
three  hors’s  in  P  M  Ira  went  got  the  Hors’s  shod 
I  thresh’d  part  of  am—  of  forenoon  I  spent  a  few 
moments  with  Mr  Byington  &  his  lady  from 
Wm*sTovm-in  the  P  M  I  winnow’d  11  Bushels- 
of  my  wheat  which  looks  verry  plump  &  verry 
clean-  it  has  been  verry  warm  day 

Ira  took  my  hors’s  went  to  plowing  (Jonas  having 
gone  to  Troy  with  his  )  he  finish’d  the  Flax  &  Oat 
ground  a  little  P  M  he  then  went  &  plow’d  the  lower 
part  of  my  Oat  stubble  in  the  South  Meadow 


August  1805 

Hiram  &  I  thresh’d  woose  in  forenoon  we  were  disapoidt  5 
in  not  having  wind  tb  winnow  with, this  was  the 
reason  why  I  didn’t  thresh  any  more  in  am  however 
I  went  on  with  my  work, as  usual  in  P  M 
It  has  been  a  pretty  warm  day-wind  in  N  W 

Ira  began  to  plow  the  fallow  for  the  3d  time  plowing 
myself  &  Hiram  thresh’d  in^the  forenoon-at  noon 
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23d 

24  th 


25th 

26th 


27th 


I  fix’d  the  floor  ready  for  winnowing-  in  P  M 
I  fix’d  the  Hog  pent  ready  to  shut  them  in  hut  didn’t 
accmplish  that  till  eve-  there  are  but  few  blackberris 
this  year  wwing  probably  to  dry  season-  we  have 
some  whirtle  berries  offer’d  for  sale  by  the  Woodford  lads- 
©  6  Cents  per  quart-  wind  in  N  W  till  just  at  nighttSouth 
a  pretty  warm  day 

This  morning  I  had  I  had  a  very  good  Southern  breeze 
winnow’d  with  with  it  1  clean’d  18  1/2  Bushels  of  Wheat 
add  this  to  what  I  had  clean’d  before  &  it  will  make  42  1/2 
Bushels  of  as  good  wheet  as  ever  I  saw  It  has  receiv’d 
a  verry  high  recommendation  from  Mr  Attwood 
who  is  to  have  11  Bushels-  of  it  for  seed-Wheat  is  now 
13/1  york  per  bushel-quite  warm  today  wind  in  South 

J onas  &  I  went  to  threshing  wheat  Hiram  &  Ira 
went  plowing-  it  was  pretty  cloudy  in  fore  part 
of  the  day-  in  the  P  M  there  was  some  thunder- 
heard  at  a  distance-  just  at  night  we  had  a  small! 
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dash  of  rain-but  it  was  but  light- the  wind  in  fore  p4®tt 
of  the  day  was  verry  strong  in  Southbut  a  bout  the 
midle  of  P  M  it  chang'd  into  the  North  West 

Sunday  I  attended  meeting  the  weather  pretty 
warm  &  cloudy  wind  in  South 

Ira  went  to  plowing  Hiram  &  I  went  to  threshing 

but  had  bad  fortune  In  breaking  f lailstringe*so 

that  it  hinder’d  our  forenoon  work  materially 

in  the  P  M  I  didn’t  do  much  better  for  it  took  me  some 

time  to  find  a  place  for  the  straw-However-Ira 

myself  Sc  Hiram  made  out  to  get  off  3  floorings 

just  at  night  I  went  to  town* the  weather  today 

has  been  pretty  dull*in  the  forenoon  the  wind  in 

South-a  heavy-cloudy-mugy-air ,a  little  afternoon 

we  had  a  short  but  heavy  shower-aft erthis  we 

had  a  numberof  showers- in  succession  but  none 

near  equal  to  the  first  for  heaviness-with  a 

small  degree  of  thttnder-the  wind  often  shifting 

its  position  at  night  it  thunder’d  &  lighten’d 

considerably-  we  had  small  shower** 

we  have  had  green  corn  for  use  these  ten  dayar 

I  feed  my  hogs  with  corn  bdtts  Sc  all-  we 

get  now  Sc  then  a  ripe  Apple  to  eat-  the  yellow 

sweet  Apples  the  most  forward  of  any 
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Ira  went  to  plwwing,I  clean'd  pp  my  wheat  499 

but  didn’t  measure  it  haveing  it  in  the  heap, 

this  morAing  Mr  Carpenter  came  to  me  Sc  agreed  to 

have  20  Bushels  of  my  seed  wheat  at  one  Dollar 

fjfty  cents  par  bushelUalso  Mr  Atwood  &  I  agreed  on  the 

price  of  the  wheat  I  am  to  let  him  have  Mr  D  Walb 

ridge  is  to  have  seven  busheks  of  wheatc  at  same  price  Mr 
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28  th 


29  th 


30  th 

31at 


Atwood  is  to  give, which  is  one  Dollar  sixty  six  cent? 

par  Bushel  after  I  had  done  my  wheat  I  took 

the  Oxen  &  drew  some  old  fences0, to  make  a  fence  he 

-tween  the  orchard  &  Hog  pasture- 

it  has  been  a  pretty  comfortable  day  as? to  the 

he at- it  being  quite  temperate-  windin  N  W 

verry  cloudy  all  day 

The  Boys  went  to  plowing- this  morning  I  meas 

-ur’d  up  my  wheat  amounting  to  nineteen 

Bushels- one  peck  in  the  P  M  I  went  to  work  with 

Jonas  up  in  Stanard’  s?Lot  making  wall  I ra  &  one 

span  of  Hors1 s? didn’ t  work  any  in  the  P  M 

Mr  El  dad  Dewey'/ came  &  took  away  twenty  BUs 

hels  of  Seed  wheat"  at  one  Dollar  Sixty  Six  cents0 

per  bushel-  This  morning  the  wind  verry  strong 

in  Sbuth  East-ww  had  some  rain-  Hi  rain  afterhe 

had  tackl’d  hors’s°came  home  thinking  it  was  agoing 

to  set  in  to  steady  rain  but  it  soon  stop’d  &  I  didn’t 
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any  more  till  toward  night?  this  made  us  quit  work  50 


This  morning  it  rain’d  verry  hardiwind  in  South  East 
after  this  first  shower  was  over  Jonas  &  I  made  an  atemp  t 
to  get  work  at  Stanard’ s? Wall, but  it  began  to  rain  again 
so  that  it  broke  up  work  for  the  whole  day-I  took  my 
horse  &  went  to  town-while  I  was  absent  Mr  Atwood 
came  &  took  his  wheat  &  left  me  fourteen  Do  liars- there 
remains  due  to  me  5  Dollars  &  33  cents- 
It  has  not  kept  a  continual  raining  to  Day  as  I 
have  known  to  be  the  case-it  came  in  short  showers?  but 
rain’d  verry  hard  while  it  lasted-  just  at  noght  after 
the  wind  turn’dlin  North  West  it  rain’d  verry  sm 
-artly-the  ground  is  pretty  well  soak’d 

Ira  &  Hiram  went  to  plowing-Jonas  &  I  follow’d 
the  threshing  business-wind  in  North  W-cluudy 

Jonas  &  I  went  to  threshing-Ira  &  Hiram  finish’d 

plowing  fallow  the  3d  time  in  the  forenoon-in 

the  P  M  they  plow’d  the  wheat  ground  west  of  the 

cornfield  a  2d  time-our  last  rain  has  given  grass 

a  verry  fine  start- this  Am  the  wind  was  in  the  South 

it  was  very  cloudy  &  likely  for  rain-  but  it  did 

not  last  long  for  the  wind  veer’d  round  in  to 

the  North  West&a  the  weather  became  quite  comfort 

able  all  Day  though  it  Continu’d  some  cloudy  just  eno 

ugh  to  keep  the  air  cool—  Wheat  I’m  inform’d 

goes  at  12 /o  in  Troy. but  it  is  a  metter  of  great'  uncertainty 
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Sunday  I  attended  Divine  service  Mr  Spear--  Sp  51 

aulding  &  Mr  Marsh  preach’ d-- 

in  the  morning  it  look’d  very  likely 

for  rain  but  it  clear’d  &  did  not  rain  any 
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pretty  comfortable  day  as  to  the  heat 

2d  I  began  to  sow  beginlng  with  my  Rye-I  have 

sown  last  years  flax-ground  &  two  Acres  of 
my  fallow  ground-  Ira  finish’d  the  greatest 
part  of  what  I  sow’ d<*to  day  I  finish’ d  thresh 
-ing  the  winter  Wheat^laid  out  to  clean  up-but 
had  no  wind- we  had  a  verry  pleasant  morir 
-ing  but  it  did  not  continue  so  all  Day,  f or  it  clo 
-ud’d  up-  Wind  in  North  West 

3d  This  forenoon  I  went  with  Jonas- to  laying 

wall  in  Mr  Stanards- lot-  Ira  finish’d  Har 
-owing  in  Rye-in  P  M  Ira  &  I  went"  to  free-men  meeting - 
this  morning  it  thunder’ dr1  in  North  W 
it  rain’d  some  in  forenoon-a  pleasant  after 
noon-wind  in  North  W-  I  have  sow  3  1/2 
bushels  of  Rye-  the  Votes  being  counted  it 
was  found  that  his  honor  Jonathan 
Robinson  had  161  votes  for  Governor 

for  his  Excellency  Isaac  Titchenor  146  grdund  in 

in  this  town  it  seems  by  this  that  Federalism  is  gaining  k 
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Date  1 

Winter  Wheat  Sown 

No  Acres 

No  Bshls 

prl 

ce 

42  1/4 

18  1/2 

38 

33 

Sbld  for  Seed  (except  one 

• 

64  1/2 

104 

ti 

Bushel 

i 

Wheat  not  sold 

8 

3 

33 

Sep  \0t 

Whole  Reckon’d! at  10  Shng  p 

er 

, . 

P 

Bus!  (except  20  B  to  at  9  S 

i 

hill 

*  91 

145 

66 

14 

Sep  26th 

Rye  Sown 

# 

3  1/2 

Rye  for  other  uses- - 

-- 

18 

Oct  11 

Rye - 

16 

Ditto . 4 . 

6 

This  account  is  so  amblguot 

s?  that 

Flax  Seed 

there  can  be  no  dependance 

upon  it 

10th 

next  year  it  shallLbe  done 

accurately 

December  30th  1805- 

. 

_ 

4th  This  Bay  I  began  to  Sow  WheatKt  got  into  the 

field  aboutt 10  Oclock  in  the  morning  the 
method  I  take  to  get  in  my  Wheat! is  in  the 
first  place- to  Harrow  before  the  (it  being  plow’d 
wrong  way-that  is  from  North  to  South  ) plow 
and  then  after  the  Seed  is  plow’d  in-I  brush  it 
over  with  the  Harrow  again, I  plaister  my  Whe 
-at* I  kept  the  teams  going  till  after  Dark- 
it  has  been  a  good  Day  for  ray  business- 

Mr  Carpenter  took  his^20  bshls- Wheat;  to  day  paid  30  DolUrr 
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5,th 


6th 


7  th 


8  th 

9  th 


10  th 


11th 


Jonas  winnow’ddthe  last  of  my  winter  wheatt 
which  amounts  toe 26  Bushels  Wheat- this  last  time 
cleaning  up- 

This  morning  I  got  in  to  the  field, in  pretty  good  sea© 

-on-Jonas  went  with  his  Hors* s-Hi ram  wentrw 

-ith  mine  plowing  in  Seed-Xra  went  with  the 

Oxen  &  Horse  &  had  as  much  as  he  could  do  to  Har 

-row  before  the  plows-I  had  to  sow  pretty  steady. 

in  order  to  keep  the  teams  agoing-I  have  sown  13 

Bushels  of  Wheat-my  ground  is  in  very  good 

orderrto  sow  &  it  is  verry  pleasantt working  on  it  as 

the  dust  does  not  fly-it  has  been  a  good  day  for 

my  business  as  I  could  wish  for-  in  the  mor- 

ing  it  look’ddsome  likely  for  rdin  but  it  clear1  &i 

ofr  had  a  pleasantt  day-  wind  in  North  West 

it  has  b«n  a  midling  warm  day 

I  went  with  two  teams  Harrowing  (having 

got  Mr  Thurstlng’s  harrow)  where  it  was  plow’d  yesterday 

Hiram  went  with  the  plow-in  the  P  M  after  I  had  fin 

ish’d  that  which  was  plow’d  yesterday  I  finish 

Harrowing  the  ground  Before  the  plow-  it  has 

been  a  very  good  day  for  my  business  it  was  som* 

cloudy  in  the  morning  it  look’d  some  likely  for  rain 
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but  it  soon  clear’d  away  &  became  a  fair  day  it  was 
something  warm-- 

plodd  sow’di&  Harrow’d  for  the  last  day-had  Jonas’s 
Hoss:  to  work*-a  remarkable  fair  day, scarcely  a  cloud  too 
be  seen  a  littk  smokey-not  so  warm  today  as  yesterday 
Wind  verry  fresh  the  North  West-on  12  1/4  Acres 
I  have  sown  18  1/2  Bushels  of  Wheat-Rye  eomeing  up 

Sunday  Mr  Spaulding  preach’d-  Weather  very 
Cloudy-wind  in  South-first  of  the  Wheat  eomeing  up 

Today  I  thresh’d!  out  my  Plax  had  Jonas  help’d 
me-  Weather  verry  Cloudy  &  likely  for  rain 
till  just  at  night  when  it  clear’d  off  and  been 
very  pleasant-just  at  night  jonas  &  I 

gather’d  some  Cherries. Jonas  has-been  threshing  Rye  two 
Days  (last  frid&y  &  S&turday)  we  clean’d  up 
the  Rye  which  made  in  the  whole  184  Bushels 

ToDay  I  Spread  my  Plax- in  fore  part  of  the  day 
it  was  verry  cloudy  Sc  likely  for  rain  But  in  P  M 
it  was  verry  clear  &  warm  Wind  in  S  W 
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Today  I  got  the  timber  for  my  Cyder  Mill 
and  drew  it  Home  with  Oxen  &  Horses  Ira  drew  some 
Wood  for  Jonas  with  cart  &  oxen  alone-  The^  weather 
has  b*n  verry  muggy  &  cloudy  the  greater  part  of  the 

day  a °me  thunder  heard  at  a  distance  in  the  P  j| 
it  has  also  been  a  verry  warm  day/ 
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12th 


13th 

14th 

14  th 

16th 

16  th 

17th 

18  th 

19th 


Mr  Phillemore  sent  one  of  his  journeymen  to  work 

on  the  Cyder  Mill  hut  when  he  came  to  he  hadn't 

got  the  plan  of  it, so  that  I  had  to  send  for  Mr  Hhil 

-emore  to  come  and  lay  out  the  Work  agter  this  Mr  Palmer 

(the  workman)  went  on  with  the  Work,  Mr  Philemore 

went  home-  I  help'd  Palmer  abut  the  Timber-  The 

Tanbrook  field  stalks  some  were  cut  by  Ira  alone  &  some 

by  Ira  &  Faxcon  together-I  drew  several  Load 

of  for  Paxcon  today-  The  Weatherhas  been  very 

Cloudy  all  Day  at  night  we  had  a  hardi 

showerL attended  with  some  thunder,it  has 

quite  a  cool  day  compared  with  yesterday: 

wind  has  been  in  the  South  Bast 

Ira  &  myself  drew  a  couple  of  large  Logo?  for  the 
foundation  of  Cyder  Mill, in  P  M  Ira  &  Hiram 
top  Rail'd  fence  Weather  same  as  yesterday:/ 
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This  morning  Ira  &  I  Boundup  the  Corn  Stalks 
that  he  &  Paxon  cut, Ira  &  Hiram  cut  the  Stalks- 
on  the  West  side  of  the  Tracy  BrrokkPi eld  This? 
made  a  days  work  for  them, I  assist'd  Mr  Palmer 
about  the  Cyder  Mill  &  cut  the  Stalks  in  Corn 
Field  next  the  Hog  Pasture-did  them  up, 

The  weather  has  been  quite  unpleasant; 
wind  in  South  East- it  drizzled  some  in  the 
P  M  but  did  not  set  in  to  a  steady  raimtill  evening 
it  continu'd  in  raining  till  I  went  to  bed 

Sunday  I  attended  Public  Worship-Mr  Marsh  in 
forenoon  Mr  Spaulding  in  P  M-by  the  appear 
ande  of  things  it  rain'd  the  greaterpart  of  last 
night-it  was  verry  showery  Am  in  the  P  M  the  wind 
wind  turn'd  into  N  W  but  continu'd  quite  cloudy--it 
was  a  pretty  warm  day-  I  turn'd  my  fat  cattle 
in  to  South  Meadow* 

ToDay  Mr  Palmer  with  some  of  my  assistance^ 
finish'd  the  Cyder  Mill-Ira  &  Hiram  cut  the  Corn, 

Stalks? in  the  Sheep  Pasture  field  this  made  a  days 
work  for  them- the  weatherhas  benpretty  good 
though  verry  warm  some  cloudy- diet ant  thunder 
wr  heard  in  morning  wind  in  N  T  But  in  P  M  in  S  W 
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I  made  Cyder  for  Dr  Swift-we  had  a  considerable 
of  athunder  shower  in  the  Evening- 

I  made  or  laid  up  a  Cheese  for  Mr  Thomas^Benj 
&  Billing  helped, Ira  &  Hiram  pick  up  Apples -Weather? 
warm  &  Cloudy-among  the  many  benefits  of  our  late  rains* 
it  has  made  the  grass- grow  verry  fast. 

To  Day  I  clear'd  the  young  orchard  of  Apples*’ 

Jonas  help'd  me  in  forenoon-a  pleasantt& 
cloudy  warm  dayy 
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20th 

21 

22d 

23d 

24  th 

s  ome 
25th 

26  th 

27  th 

28  th 

29  th 
50  th 


In  am  gather’d  Apples, in  P  M  pick  Corn  on 
East  side  of  Tracy  Brook-Weather  cloudy  windl 
in  South 

Gather’d  a  few  Apples  before  breakfast  then 
Cut  the  Stalks  where  we  pick’d  Corn  yesterday 
in  P  M  gather’d  Apples-a  cool  clear  day  wind  N  W 

Sunday  Mr  Spaulding  preach’d  Pore  part 
of  the  day  verry  pleasant^in  latterpart-hazzy 
wind  in  N  f  pretty  cool-last  eve  verry  cold! 
some  say  there  was  a  frost  but  I  didn’t  see  any 

Myself  Ira  &  Hiram  thresh’d  Rye  in  forenoon 
in  P  M  the  Boys  took  a  stent  of  4  Shocks-I  went  to 
town-?  a  Rainy  Day  began  to  rain  in  the 
night, continu’d  till  5  Oclock.P  M  clear’d  offr 
wind  in  N  W-this  last  storm  has  been  pretty 
cold  &  uncomf ortable-Saturday  last  I  sold  the 
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the  Doty  Mare, to  day  I  sold  the  Black  Mar  to  Mr  Thom 
as* 

I  sent  the  Capt  to  draw  Sand  for  Mr  Abeli&  Phil’m 
Hiram  &  I  ground  (with  the  Col’n  Mare)  140  Bushels 
Apples-laid  up  all  except  one  cistern  f ull-didn’ t  press 
any  tonightfe-weather  pretty  cool  compar’d  with:  the  past, 
cloudy- a  good  day  for  business  Wind  N  W  light  in  North  ati  bed 

Sent  Cap&t  away  to  Drawing  SandoGot  in  three  Hogsheads 
of  Cyderr in  to  the  Celler-Squeezed  about  15  lb  out  of  th 

Cheese 

weather  hazzy  and  likely  to  rain  warmer  than  yes’y  windd 

This  morning  cut  down  the  Cheese  put  in  two  pails  of 
wat$r-got  out:  17  barrels  Cyder  water  Cyder  included- 
Carri’d  8  Barrels  Cyder  to  Stills-Weather  wet  cloudy  & 
Showery  some  thunder-pretty  mild  weather  winds  S 
J onas  sold  my  ten  Bushels  Flax  Seed  for  13/o  York 

Hiram  &  I  made  Cyder-Cap’t  help’d  my  Father  gather  Ap’ls 

had  the  Colonel’s  Mare-A  cool  C&oudy  Day  Wind  in 

the  North  West-a  cold  evening  expectations  of  a  frost 

Cut  down  the  Cheese  Screw’d  down  pretty  wel^L  this  A  M 
I  attended  Society  Meeting  concerning  Meeting  House 
Ira  carri’d  12  Barrels  Cyder  to  Stills-My  Father  pick’d 
Corn  enough  to  make  7  Bushels  sound  Corn 
A  verry  chilly  Day  &  cloudy-no  frost  last  night. 

Sunday  Mr  Marsh  preach’d  Chilly  Sc.  cloudy  a  cold  day 

Gather’d  Corn  in  the  Sh eep field', gather ’ d  two  Cr’t  Bodies 
full  &  part  of  another-a  Pair  Day  but  some  Cloudy 
toward  night  considerable  frost  last  night 
but  did  but  little  damage 

Within  this  Month  there  has  been  a  good  deal  off 
warm  weather-it  has  been  a  verry  good  season  for:  grass 
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ls4  Turn'd  the  Flax-Capt  thresh'd  some  Spring  W 

in  P  M  went  to  Hoeing  a  fair  day  wind  South 

2d  Today  I  clear'd  corn  field  in  N  Meadows  of 

corn  &  part  of  potatoes  had  the  Col'n  his  Boys 
to  help  me  a  cloudy  Day  wind  in  South 

3d  This  forenoon  Ira  went  away  so  that  he 

has  his  forenoon  &  P  M  Hiram  &  thresh'd 
some  Spring  Wheat  &  clean'd  it-  in 
P  M  Hiram  drew  some  Rails  made  part  of 
Stack  yard  fence-in  morning  it  rain 
in  P  M  cloudy  But  no  rain  wind  in  all  di 
rections 

4th  In  A  M  6444  the  Stalks?  of  Hth  Meadow  Cornfield 

in  the  Stackk there  were  about  two  Cart  load*?  of  Punrj 
«*kinss»  I  dug  the  remaining  parti  of  Potatoes?  in 
this  ftel&iin  P  M  help'd  my  Father  sort  some  Pot 
-tatces-Hiram  Myself  &  Father  pick'd  a  load  of 
Corn-This  morning  Chilly  &  Cloudy  But  in  P  M  pleasant 

5th  Jonae  &  I  with  Hiram  Gather'd  Apples-Hiram  carri'dl 

the  greatest  part  of  Baskets?  to  the  heap-Ira  went  to 
Arlington  to  day  as  well  as  yesterday-a  verry  Un 
comfortable  Day*in  the  morning  verry  fain 
wind  strong  in  South  it  presently  began  to 
cloud  up: &  leek- appear'd! very  likely  for  a  stea 
-dy  rain i but  it  only  drizzl'd  some- it  was  con¬ 
siderable  Darke  at  intervale*last  night  verry 
cold!  a  la*M  ccnsiden  fromt  on  a  boardd  that  lay 
across?  the  Brook  where  the  waterrhadd  spater*  d 
on  it  during  the  nighttl  saw  ice- 
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6th  Sunday  attended  public  worship  Mr  Marsh 

preach' d!Xt  has  been  a  prtty  windy  day  some  Cloudy  &-- 
wind  In  H  V  last  night  verry  cold  &  frosty  this  morn 


7th  This  morning  Capt  went  to  change  waggons  with 

Sam'  1  Fay  Change  -waggon-, Xr  a  haveing  had  his  to 
Arlingt'n  Jonas  &  Hiram  ground  And  laid  up  a  Cheese 
Ira  &  I  Gather* diAples  my  Father  assisted#The  air  quitee 
chilly  this  morning  wind  in  N  W-thc  fog  hung  on 
the  on  Mountaine-Xt  has  been  a  pretty  Cloudy  dul 
Day-  This  morning  I  espied  snow  on  the  Mountain 

8th  This  morning  Jonas  went  off  to  Troy  with  4  Barele 

of  Cyder  I  sent, Ira  with  5  Barreler-with  an  ox 
Team?up  t a; Tim  Palmer  Hiram  took  care,  of  the  Press 
Clear  in  morning  but  cloudy  the  rest  part  off 
the  day .weather  mild-  our  late  cold  freezeing 
nights- has  made  a  material  difference  in  regard! 
to  vegetation  Potato#  Tope  are  dying  leaves  dropping 
off  from  the  Trees?&  A  makes  a  melancholy/ 
appearance 
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9&th  Bttg:  Potatoes  around- the  Tan.  Field  hut  didn’t  f 

finish, digging  only  one  loadi  or  30B  of  Bluenose’s- 
weather  cloudy  wind  in  South  some  chilly  likelihood 
of  approaching  Rain 

10th  This  morning  finish’d  digging  the  TanA°  Pottaoes 

after  the  Boysrft  I  went  to  threshing  Ryw  thump’d  out 
about  9  Sk  &  10  Sos?  this  morning  the  wind  Strong  in  S 
cloudy  it  drizzled  till,  toward  noon  when  it  set  in  to 
a  stwadfr;  rain  lasted  till  middice  P  M  some  foggy  on  M 

quite  calm 


Month*  61 

Days  in  March  Pagee 

26-  28  . . . — .  1 

2- 3d-5th-10th-12th-13th  April- .  do 

18th-19th-29th . . . - .  2 

let-6 th-8 th-11  th-13th-14  th  -  -  May- . - . —  do 

16-16-17-18-19-20-21- .  35 

22-23-24- . - .  4 

26— 26---------- --------------  -  -  -------------------------  5 

ft,  u*. 

27- 28-29-30-31*. - ft; 

1-2-3-- — - — — -June------ —————————  7 

4-5-6— - 8 

7-8 . . - .  9 

9-10-11- - - - . - . .  10 

12- 13-14 . - . - . - . - .  11 

16-16-17— - - — . .  12 

13—  19— 20— 21— --------------------------------------------  13 

22-23- . 14 

24-25- - - - - - —  15 

26-27 - 16 

28- 29-30 -  17 

1-2-  --------------July---- - - - -  18 

3- 4-6--- . - .  19 
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Days?  Month  Page 

6- 7- - - - - - July*- - - - 20 

8 . 21 

9 .  22 

10-  . - . 1M;  2X 

11  .  24 

12  . . - .  26 

13 .  26 

14-15 . -  27 

16  — . - . - . -  28 

17—  . - . - . —  29 

18- 19-20 . 30 

21- 22-23 .  31 

24- 25  . - . 32 

26  — . - . - . - . -  33 

27-28 .  34 

29-30  — . . .  35 

31 . 36 

1-2------- - - - -August- - - - -  37 

3-4-5- . . — . . - . .  38 

6  . - .  39 

7- 8 .  40 

Days  Month.  Page  63 

9-10-  - - - - - — Augustt - - - 41 

11  42 

12-13  - . 43 

14- 15-16 .  44 

17  . - .  45 

18—19—20—21—  ———————————————————————————————————————————  46 

22- 23-24  - . - . - . — .  47 

25- 26  - . - . . .  48 

27-28-  - . . . - .  49 

29-30-31  . - . . . .  50 

1-2-3-  September  - - -  51 

4  52 

6- 6-  - 5  5&; 

7- 8-9-10- . - . - .  54 

11- 12-13  - . - . - . - . . .  55 

15- 16  - . - .  56 

17-18-19-20-21-22-23  - .  57 

24—25—26—27—28—29—30— ————  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  ————  —  —  —  ———————  —  ———  58 

October  59 

Ho  index  to  this  month  for  want  of  60 

room.  Any  reader  that  may  chance  61 

peruse  this  j ournal  is  requested  to  take  me  62 

as  I  Man  not  as  I  write  63 
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BEN J AMI  N  HARWOOD «  S  BOOK 
BENNINGTON  NOV*  1st  1805 

Bought, at  TROY  price  25  cents 
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N  ovember  1805 

1st  Friday  I  carri’d  Mr  Phillemore  &  Mr  Abel’s  Cyder 

to  them.P  M  gather’d  Apples  Jonas  Hiram  Chop’d  Wood 
up  W  of  the  Lime  Kiln  on  an  Oak  Tree.  The  we 
-ather  to  Day  warm  &  Cloudy, had  a  small  dash  of  ra 
rain-heard  distant  thunder*air  a  little  smokey 
the  last  of  our-  snow  left  us  to  Day 

2d  Saturday  Hiram  chop’d  on  the  Oak  in  Am- in 

P  M  he  assisted  Jonas  about  making  his  Cyder 
In  forenoon  I  thresh’d  Corn  Mr  Thomas  had  a  grist 
out  of  it- the  P  M  I  spent  in  doing  errands-among 
the  many  that  I  did  I  went  to  Capt  Hendryx’s 
did  some  business  with  him-The  weather  verry 
pleasant  for  time  of  the  year-in  A  M  quite  warm 
but  in  P  M  wind  blew  up  freshf  from  N  W  so 
that  it  was  considerable  colder 

3d  Sunday  I  Attended  public  worship  Mr  Marsh 

preach’ d-We ather  pleasant  some  Cloudy-  wind 
in  N  W  -had  a  plasant  moon-light  Evening 

Trees  are  generaly  stript  of  their  Verdure  save  ever  Greens 


4  th 


5  th 


6  th 


7  th 


November  1805 

Monday- this  forenoon  spent  in  drawing  manure 
on  to  the  Flax  &  Oat  ground  which  I  mean  to  plow 
next  year-dug  up  my  Garden  sauce  in  the  inter 
vale- that  is  between  one  load  &  another  have 
-ing  but  one  Cart-in  P  M  dug  sauce  as  in  the  A  M 
Hiram  drew  two  loads  Wood  for  Adam 
Not  verry  cold-tho  chilly  in  evening-some  Cloudy 
wind  N  W  had  a  pleasant  Eve 

Tues’d  Shovel’ d  manure  in  forenoon  in  P  M 
Mr  Thomas  &  Hiram  dug  out  9  load  Dung  such  as  my 
Oxen  draw-  Whol  No  Loads  13-  this  P  M  I  threshfidd 
36  Shi  eves  Spg  Wheat-had  a  Windy  Cloudy  Day 
considerable  Chilly  at  night  &  in  morning 
wind  N  W-the  has  not  eve  comfortable 

Wed  Y  Mr  Thomas  &  Hiram  got  out  14  Loads  manure 
I  went  to  Millt  carri’d  4  Barrels  Cyder  to 
Mr  Abel  toward  night  I  cut  &  Drew  up  a  smalll 
Load  of  Oak  Wood  The  weather  was  by  wind 
no  means  pleasing  it  being  Chilly  the  wind  blew 


November  1805 

by  unsteady  whirls  from  N  W  Cloudy- just 
at  night  ©t  began  storm-first  by  rain  &  then 
with  snow  which  lasted  till  about  9  Oclock 
the  wind  abated  after  it  began  to  storm 

Thur’y  Mr  Thomas  &  myself  shovel’ d  15  good 
Load  of  manure-Hiram  drove  team-  Had  Jonas 
old  Horse  on  before  the  Oxen 
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7  th 


8  th 


9th 


10th 


11th 


12  th 


13  th 


14th 


Not  a  cloud  to  he  seen  in  A  M  but  it  was  a  good 
deal  Cloudy  in  better  part  of  P  M  &  in  Eveng 
This  morn’g  the  Air  was  verry  keen- the  ground 
frozen  Stiff  &  hard  &  it  was  so  cold  during 
the  Whole  Bay  that  where  the  Sumcast  a  shade  it  not  tha 
-w  any- the  snow  that  fell  this  last  night  scarcely 
whiten’ d  the  ground 

Erid’y  In  the  forenoon  I  finish’d  carting  Manu-  places 

re  I  have  carted  about  40  loads  manure  from  barn  and  other 
the  ground  was  frozen  quite  hard  this  morning 
nor  did  soften  verry  much  during  the  whole  day 
-the  weatherhas  been  pretty  cold  &  Cy  loud  wind  Blew 

fresh  from  N  W 
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Saturday, In  Am  I  ground  my  New  ax-  fix’d 
my  windows-  in  P  M  drew  a  couple  of  loads-  one  for  myself 
and  one  for  Adam- the  weather  was  verry  Chilly  tho’ 
not  so  cold  as  it  was  Yesterday-  the  wind  blew  steady 
South  East  Cloudy-after  dark  it  began  to  storm 

Sunday  did  not  to  Meeting  to  Day-The  Weather  was 
very  calm  &  foggy  on  the  Mountains -toward  nig 
-ht  the  Wind  began  to  Blow  pretty  brisk  from  N  W 
which  made  it  verry  Chilly-I  suppose  a  consid 
erable  quantity  of  rain  fell  last  Night 

Monday  This  morning  Carried  some  Bed  Stead  stuff 
to  Mr  Pied-also  Barrel  Cyder  to  Mr  Phillemore  in  P  M 
pull’d  turnips-Hiram  drew  load  of  Wood  which  he  cut 
in  A  M-Pretty  cold  in  the  morning  Sb  frowzen  but  in 
the  weather  in  latterpart  of  the  day  pleasant  tho  hazzy 

Tuesday  Tjis  forenoon  I  assisted  Jonas- about? 

geting  his  Cyder  Home -he  has  now  finish’d 

making  Cyder  for  me-He  takes  every  4th  Barrell  for  making 
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the  whole  ie  for  gathering  &  grinding  the  Aples  I  5 

find  Horse  (he  began  to  make  Cyder  on  the  th  of  ) 

in  P  M  I  drew  up  some  wood-1  load  for  Jonas 
the  weather  was  Cloudy  &  warm  smokey 

Wednesday  Today  I  fill’d  Hogshead  in  the  Cyder  celler 

did  some  otherthings  in  A  M  in  P  M  I  went  up  to  the  meeting 

House-spent  the  P  M  in  town-  Mr  Thomas  &  Hiram 

got  out  several  loads  of  Chip  Dung  &  drew  a  load  of 

wood  for  Adam- the  weather  was  warm  Cloudy  &  smokey 

had  a  small  Dash  of  rain  at  night  wind  Southardly 

Thursday  I  thresh’d  all  the  Corn  that  was  laid  up  in 
the  Barn  but  did  not  clean  it  up-Mr  Thomas  &  Hiram  drew  out 
to  Day  &  yesterday  about  25  loads  Chip  manure 
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15th 


16th 


17th 


18  th 


19  th 


20th 


in  all  make  about  65  loads  on  to  about  2  Acres  yet  there  is 
a  small  part  of  that  2  Acres  that  lacks  about  a  dozzen 
loads-  Early  in  the  morning  it  rain’d  but  after  this  it 
didn’t  rain  any  of  consequence-  Cloudy  &  mild 
for  time  of  the  year-wind  strong  in  S  or  S  E  ments 

Caot  Hendryx  came  early  this  morn’g&cut  out  a  number  of  garA 

Friday  I  went  &  ground  my  Axe  in  order  to  go  in  to  th  6 
Wood  but  it  rain’d  so  I  didn’t  go-I  put  my  Barn 
in  order-in  the  P  M  I  carri’dthe  ladies  to  see  the 
New  Meeting  House-This  morning  &  in  the  night 
it  rain’d  quite  hard,&  rain’d  some  in  forenoon. this 
storm  came  from  South  East-at  night  the  wind  turn’ d  &  rain’d 
pretty  hard  from  N  W-We  are  plentifuly  suppli’d  with  water 
our  Brook  is  now  about  hight  as  it  is  in  middle  of  May 

Saturday  I  had  no  settl’d  business  sometimes  doing  one 
thing  and  sometimes  smother  Mr  Thomas  &  Hiram  cart’d 
Chip  manure  away  from  my  Boor-finish’ d  the  flax  & 

Oat  ground  in  N  Meadows- which  took  about  80  loads^ 

-had  a  very  pleasant  monning-  but  the  P  M  was  squally 
but  no  snow 

Sundays  Attended  Meeting  this  morning  there  small 
flurry  of  snow  on  the  ground- frozen  but  little  raw 
•iqually  Day-Steem’d  in  the  Evening  from  S  W 
Cold  nights  &  mornings  I  foden  the  Cows  &  stable 
My  Oxen - 
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Monday  morning  I  went  to  see  Mr  Loomis  about  buying  a  Pew 
(this  being  the  Day  appointed  for  selling  the  Pews)with  me 
but  he-deela«- declined-  X  attended  £he  vendeu  &  bor’t  pew 
no’s  19th  at  70  Dollars  without  a  partner-  Mr  Thomaw 
&  Hiram  got  out  8  loads  of  Chip  manure  from  my 
oor  Carri’d  it  on  to  the  Triangular  field-drew  one 
load  of  Wood  for  Mr  Thomas*the  weather  was  cold  & 
uncomf ortable-The  wind  blew  very  bleak  from  N  W 
Cloudy-  a  small  flurry  of  snow  fell  last  night- 

Tuesday  forenoon  Myself  &  Hiram  drew  a  couple 
of  loads  Wood  in  P  M  drew  some  Straw  over  to  Mr  Tho 
mas’s  Barn-last  night  verry  cold  ground  frozzen  hard 
thebweather  was  tedious  in  morning  but  the  remain 
-der  of  the  Day  pleasant  &  warm- 

Wednesday  To  Day  Ira  went  with  Oxen  Sc  his  mare 
&  drew  5  loads  of  Wood  from  the  hollow  W  of  lime  kiln 
Myself  &  Hiram  chop’d-This  wood  is  compos’d  of  birch  & 
beach  Saplings  which  were  thrown  by  the  great  snow 
in  October  1804-in  forepart  of  the  Day  snow’d  con 
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from  South  West-latter  part  od  day  mild  but  cloudy 
tfte  snow  that  fell  to  Day  made  much  better  sledding 
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21st 


22  d 


23d 


24th 


25th 


26th 


27th 


Thursday  Ira  drew  Wood^wlth  Jonas’s  horses 
I  chopp’d  in  same  place  where  I  did  yesterday  with  Hiram 
Jonas  had  my  Oxen-  the  air  was  chilly  &  verry  cloudy  thd 
the  day-pthe  clouds  hung  on  the  mountains-the  wind'  in  N  f 
This  morning  I  took  the  calves-  of  from  Wheat  field 
at  night  I  fodder’d  all  ray  cattle  their  Number  is  as 
follow  8  Cows  including  Mrs  Streets  Cow-1  three  year  o’d 
7  two  years  Olds  5  yearlings  &  6  Calres-ona  yoke  ofi 
Oxen  6  Horses-  29  Sheep  who  are  still  in  their  pas 
ture-all  in  a  thriving  condition 

Friday  Morning  I  drove  two  Beeves  to  Church  &  in  ii 

Abel  Mr  Abel’s  weighed  547  lbs  Mr  Church’ s  519  lbs  I  staid 
town. the  whole  Day  but  little  or  nothing  done  at  home 
I  suffere’d  great  inconvenience  from  the  cold' 
verry  cloudy  &  cold-the  ground  frozzen  verry  8tlffi 
There’s  a  continual  fog  on  the  Mountains-  Wind  N  W 
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Saturday  I  chop’d  &  Hiram  went  with  the  team  9 

drew  4  loads  of  Wood  from  W  of  Mme  Kiln-Ira  did 

not  help  me  Jonas  had  a  Beef  of  me  to  Day  which  been 

weighs- 518  lbs-the  weather  continu’d  verry  much  as  it  had 

thoo  some  warmer-  we  have  scarcely  seen  the  Sun 

since  last  Tuesdayyit  has  been  so  Cloudy-wind  in  N  W 

Sunday-Attended  Meeting-this  morning  the  clouds 

were  thin  &  broken-seem’ d  likely  to  clear  off  but  the 

day  prov’d  to  be  a  gentle  stormy  one-but  added  little 

to  the  snow  already  fallen  which  of  itself  is  very  trifleing 

some  part  of  the  Day  wind  blew  from  N  W-but  at  night" 

in  N  W  &  it  was  some  thawy  to  day -the  was  mildn 

Monday  part  of  the  Day  I  snak’d  out  Wood-but 
latter  part  of  Day  I  sleded  wood! 3  loads-this  morning 
it  was  verry  slippery  cold  &  cloudy  but  toward  the  latterr 
part  Day  Sun  Shone  out  which  was  a  verry  pleasing  sight! 

<Sc  thaw’d  the  ground  considerably-  for  several  Days  past 
the  air  has  been  still  chilly  &  Cloudy-the  tops  of  Moun 
tains  have  been  crown’d  with  gsab; fog, which  left  the- 
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the  trees  whiten’d  with  snow  which  made  a  verry  10 

pretty  appearance-  The  wind  Blew  up  pretty  strong 
from  N  Wr 

Tuesday  I  drew  ±k3  loads-  of  Wood  from(N  W)  Bast 

part  of  the  Sugar* places  Shod  the  Sled  Ira 

thresh’d  Spring- Wheat!  in  fore  part  of  Day  Cloudy; 

but  in  the  afternoon  clear’d  away  Sc  the  Sun  Shone  out  verry 

pleasant  8c  warm- thaw’d  the  top  of  the  ground  consider 

bly-in  the  eve*  a  little  snow  fell  in  amw-So’th 

in  P  M  N  W 

Wednesday  the  principal  part  of  my  worklcin 
the  Am  was  to  take  off  a  Cheese  which  Jonas  had 

left  on  the  Preas-in  the  P  M  I  attended! a  mee 
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ting  of  the  meeting  House  society-they  appoin 

ted  Mr  Marsh  to  preach  the  dedication  Sermon 

Hiram  chop’d  wood  at  the  Door-in  forepart 

of  the  Day  cloudy  alter  warm  and  pleasant-  the  ground 

slightly  frozzen  last  night  &  water  that  stood  in  tubs 

in  open  air  was  hut  just  skim’d  over- the  weather 

has  pretty  warm  to  Day-  South  wind  blew  hard  in  nightt 


November  1805 

28th  Thursday  Today  I  Butcher’d  6  Hogs-Capt  Norton  111 

Mr  Thomas  Jonas  Ira  &  Myselfi  were  employ’d  in  the 
business-the  Hogs  dress’d  in  the  forenoon-the  weight! 
of  my  swine  are  as  follows-the  heaviest  weighed  243  lbs 
225-224-199-198-184  lbs-I  let  Jonas  have  224  lbs  pork 
and  Ira  had  20/*- the  whole  of  my  pork  added  together 
maks  1273  lbs  in  P  M  Capt  Hiram  had  two  live  Shoats  weired 
for  him  one  of  which  weigh’d  104  lbs  the  other  101  lbs 
I  did  but  little  this  P  M-in  evening  I  cut  up  my  porkk 
By  the  appearance  the  ground  made  this  morning 
a  considerable  quantity:  of  rain  must  have  fallen 
the  snow  was  carri’d  off!  from  the  low  grounds- yes  ter 
day  but  remain’d  on  hills  &  mountains  till  the  Rai 
n  carri’d  most  of  it  off  in  the  nightt the  frost  has  left 
the  gro&id-we  had  a  good  day  for  our  business^Cloudyy 
in  forenoon  not  much  wind  in  P  M  pretty  midling 
clear  wind  strong  in  North  West-cold  in  the  evening 
I  must  herementjpn  that  I  began  to  fiftten  my 
Hogs  smme  time  in  August-I  have  sold  4  Shoats 
this  fall  2  to  Capt. Hinmin  1  to  Mr  Thomas^  to  Adam  at  2  1/2: 

Ibb 


Novembers  1805 

29th  Friday  the  whole  Day  I  spent  in  laying  away  my  12 

Pork,  in  Am  Hiral  went  mill  in  P  M  he  &  I 
went  late  in  the  P  M  to  Choping-  it  may  be 
proper  to  mention  here  that  Ira  &  his  bride  resides^ 
at  my  Father’s  House  and  that  he  works  occasions 
ally  for  me-but  is  to  cut  wood  for  one  fire  place 
The  ground,  some  frozzen .this  morning  but  it  w 
ae- soon  thawn  the  snow  entirely  disolv’d  to  Day 
in  A  m  pretty  clears  but  A  m  Cloudy-  it  has  been 
warm  for  the  season  wind  verry  strong  in  South 

30th  Saturday  I  work’d  for  Jonas  helping  him  get  his 

wood  down  the  Mountain  my  oxen  work’ d  hard! 
to  day- the  weather  was  verry  clear  in  foreepart  of 
the  Day  but  in  P  M  Cloudy  &  likelihoods  for  rain 
a  verry  warm  Day  for  the  seas om wind  verry 
stormy  in  South  in  the  evening  rain’d  some 
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1  at 


2d 


3d' 


4  th 


5  th 


13 

Sunday  I  went  meeting  Mr  Marsh  preach’d 

the  weather  was  pretty  chilly  with  wind  strong 

Horth  Westt  tho’  it  didn’t  freeze  any  till  evening  Som 

Cloudy 

Monday  Myselft  Jonas  Mr  Thomas  Josephs s  &  Hi 

ram>-drew  out  cut  &  pil’d  woodii  in  South  West 

part  of  the  Wood  lot  near  Mr  Streets  pasture 

this  wood  is  corqjos^d  of  trees  that  were  thrown 

down  by  the  snow  that  fell  about  9th  of  October 

1804  of  which  there  is  abundance-my  Oxen  labor, 

very  hard  to  Day  drawing  logs  &  smaller  wood 

not  being  much  us^d  to  it -my  wood  lies  (that  which  is  in  pil^ 

in  several  detach’d  Piles-This  morning  the  weather 

seem’d1  to  menacb  a  storm  the  clouds  look’d  Red 

verry  calm  a  little  while-but  the  South  wind  soon 

blew  up  pretty  stiff  till  night  when  it  chang’ d 

H  W-the  top  of  the  ground  frozzen  considerably 

1  ast  night-but  thaw’d  again  to  Day-for  the  air 

was  quite  temperate  some  part  of  the  day 


December  1805 

Tuesday  I  work’d  at  the  same  business  &  had  14 

the  same  the-  hands  (excepting  Ira  who  didn’t  for  me 
yesterday)  that  I  had  yesterday/ but  I  didn’t  get  so 
much  wood  together  as  I  did  yesterday  it  bein 
-g  chiefly  small  scatter’d  about-the  day  was  verry 
fair  &  pretty  coldd  or  cold-wind  N  West-the  evening 
butiful^  the  Me on-  Moon  shone  Very  bright-the 
air  was  pretty  keen  &  still 

Wednesday  I  work’  di  f  or  J onas  on  Mounti  pleas 

antt  as  he  calls  it-  Mr  Thomas  Jonas  Ira  &  Hiram 

alffco  Mr  Elija  Stone  half  the  day-  my  near  ox  had 

the  misfortune  as  he  was  delivering  a  couple  of  small  polls 

one  of  which  was  sliver’d  at  the  end  next  to  the 

Ox  so  that  when  he  came  to  draw-he  stuck  otae  the 

se  slivers  into  his  foot-  We  exerted  ourselves  to  get 

it  out;  bu  hand  but  it  being  so  near  night  we  gave  it 

up  till  morning-  The  weather  was  warm  for  the 

season-Cloudy  &  likelihoods  for  rain-  tho  in  the 

morning  the  the  ground  was  verry  firm  the  air  was 

verry  keen-last  night  was  tho’t  to  be  a  colder  one 


December  1805 

than  we  have  had  since  last  winter-  I  fodder’d  my  15 

young  Cattle-which  is  thing  I  have  not  done  for  several  days 
back  the  weather  being  moderate-  wind  in  South 
pretty  strong 

Thursday  Public  Thanksgiving-  early  this  morn 
Mr  Thomas iJonas-Ira-Adam-&  Father  assisted  me  in 
casting  the  ox-  Adam  produc’d  his  pinchers-Harry  drew 
out  the  Sliver,  from  the  Ox’s  foot-I  attended  public 
worship  Mr  Marsh  Preach’d, it  was  cloudy  &  likely 
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for  rain-  wind  pretty  strong, in  Southwest  weather 

tenperate-this  morning  the  ground  was  found 

to  be  but  slightly  frozzenit  began  rain  in  the  evening 

6th  Friday  I  went  on  to  Mount  pleasant  accompani 

-ed  by  Mr  Thomas,  &  order’d  Hiram  to  follow  with 

the  Cart  &  Oxen, which  he  punctualy  obey’d-  but 

soon  after  Mr  Thomair &  I  had  arriv’d  at  one  place 

of  destination  it  began  to  rain-so  that  we  quit’d  our: 

work  &  went  home-  Hiram  missed  of  us  <3c  pursued 

his  way  up  to  the  wood  but  soon  retunn’ d  no  m 

-ore  work  was  done  to  Day-I  went  to  town  on  business 
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( Saturday) Friday  continu’ d-Iit  rain’d  considerable  16 
in  the  night  but  was  calm  in  morning-  but 
toward  noon  it  set  in  to  a  verry  steady  rain  which 
lasted  till  after  I  went  to  bed-  wind  in  South  Westt 

7th  Saturday  Jonas  &  I  put  the  Cyder  Mill  under 

cover-at  night  I  put  up  or  stabl’d  my  Cows-have  fodder’d 
out  little  else  but  Corn-Stalks  to  my  Cows  but  the  are  consumfi. 
it  was  smokey  &  verry  cloudy  the  wind  had  turn’d  into 
N  I  in  the  nightt&  kept  a  steady  breeze  the  whole  day 
the  cold  moderately  increasing-lt  storm’d  some  in  evening 
it  appears  from  the  rise  of  the  Brook  that  a  great  quantity 
of  rain  has  fallen  in  our  last  rain 

8th  Sunday  I  heard  Mr  John  Davie  in  am  Marsh  P  M  preach’d  to  Day 

the  weather  was  considerablly  cloudy  &  chilly  wind  strong  in 
north  West-the  wind  blew  pretty  stiff  from  that  quarter,  in  the 
night-the  ground  began  to  freezee  some  this  eve- 

9th  (Mountain);  Monday  I  work’d  on  Mount  pleasant  for  Jo 

nas -Hi ram- Jonas  had  my  oxen  who  work’d  quite  hard 

(Footnote)  N*B.  My  oxen  X  have  kept  upon  Hay  Chiefly  since 

the  were  stabl’d 
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it  was  verry  bleak  day  &  cloudy  till  just  at  night'  the  17 
V7ind  blew  high  from  N  W 

10th  Tuesday  I  had  Mr  Thomas  Hary  Faxton  Ira  Hiram  & 

JTosephus  to  work  for  me  to  Day-getting  up  old  wood  in  Lime 
Kiln  hollow  &  there  about-Last  night  verry  cold  this  morning 
the  ground  was  frozzen  f irm-the  wind  strong  in  North  West 
considerably  Cloudy. 

11th  Wednesday  Myself  Ira  &  Hiram  work’d  for  Jonas* on 

Mount  Pleasant^  which  I  shall  soon  describe)  in  com 
■jtpany  with  Mr  Thomas  Faxon  &  Black  Joseph 
-us-Jonas  had  my  Oxen  to  work  to  Day-now  I  will  try 
to  describe  Mount  Pleasant*-This  famous  Hill  is  the 
third  ridge  as  we  advance  westward  from  My 
Sugar  place- on  the  eastern  part  of  the  Mount  that 
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12th 

15  th 

1.4  th 


15th 

16th 

17  th 


it 

is  vl#ar’ d  up-is  a  verry  sharp  ascent-here  the  Tan 

brooker  roll  down  &  pile  their  wood:  which  they 

before  cut  &  draw  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice-  here  the 

largerlogs  go  down  with  amazing  velocity- they  have 

now  got  a  large  pile  at  the  bottom  of  the  Hi 11 -at  the  top 
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er  part  of  the  clearing  it  is  swampy  ground-they  havel8 
clear’d  up  toward  an  acre  of  ground-the  land  belongs  to  Mr 
Streets-Mr  Street  sells  the  wood  to  Adam  Mr  Thomas 
Faxon  &  Jonas-  the  Day  was  remarkably  clear 
pretty  cold  especialy  in  morning  wind  N  W 


Thursday  I  work’d  for  Jonas  as sited  him  in  getting  up  old 
Wood  on  Col’n  Robinson’s  of  whom  he  buys  it-  Josephus  work’d 
for  Jonas-  Ira  work’d  for  me,Jonas  had  my  Oxen 
the  weather  quite  warm  for  the  season^the  air  some 
smokey  the  sky  o’er  vast  with  thin  clouds  wind  S  W 


FridayJonas  &  I  work’d  at  the  same  business  &  on  the 
same  ground,  where  we  did  yesterday  Mr  Thomas 
with  us  in  the  P  M-  Sephus  &  Ira  thresh’d  Rye 
for  me  in  P  M  a  pleasant  warm  Day  with  some  few 
Clouds  wind  strongs  in  S  West 


Saturday  it  was  so  3t»rmy  to  day  that  I  did  no  bu 
siness  more  than  to  go  into  town-did  some  business' 
there  with  some  gentlemen  (whom  of) with  whom  I 
have  dealing-I  arriv’d  at  home  a  little  before  night 
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I  went  &  help’  Jonas  work  his  road,  to  his  wood  19 

-it  rain’d  pretty  hard  this  morning  &  afterwards  in 
several  showers  that  fell  during  the  forenoon  &  part  of  the 
P  M  but  just  at  night  it  wainlid  seem’d  to  be  clearing  off 
wind3 veer’d  about  from  S  W  to  N  W  weather  warm 

Sunday  I  attended  Meeting  as  usual-Mr  Marsh  preach’d 
Mr  Amos-' Peabody  aged  54  was  buried  to  day-  Cloudy  bleak 
weather  tho  it  did  not  freeze  any  wind  North  West 

Monday  I  help’d  Jonas  draw  out  wood  flying  clouds? 
from  N  W-c&fcd  &  (some)  some  snow  feklthis  morning 
ground  some  frozen- should  have  mention’d  that  4h4s  Hirr 
-am  began  to  go  to  School  last  Thursday  to  Mr  Mil- 
-len  who  the  district  have  employ’d  as  preceptor  of  the 
School 

Tuesday  I  went  with  Harry  &  Jonas  down  to  Mr 

Thom’ 8  to  get  out  some  hearth  Stone  but  did  not  get  any 

I  arriv’d  at  Home  about  the  midle  P  M  - 

pretty  cold  &  clear  in  the  morning  but  it  soon  clouded 

up  <fe  look’d  likely  for  Snow  wind  N  Westt 
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20 


18th 


19  th 


20th 


21st 


22d 


23d 


24  th 


25  th 


Wednesday  I  help’d  Mr  Thoraas-Kill' d  his 
Steer-^also  drew  some  wood  for  him-  Cloudy  with 
whole  day  Wind  in  S  W  -the  top  of  the  grounds 
thaw' d  s  ome 

Thursday  I  assisted  Jonas  about  geting  out  Wood  on 
Col'n  Robinson' s  land  Ira  work'd  for  me  to  day-  my 
oxen  were  in  Jonas's  service  also-warm  for  the  season 
cloudy-wind  strong  in  S  likelihood  of  rain 

Friday  in  P  M  I  attended  Courto-paid  my  Town 
&  State  taxes-  the  whole  amount  was  nine  Dollars  & 
twenty  three  Cents*  we  had  a  verry  smart  showen 
of  rain  this  morning  &  I  suppos'd  it  rain'd  consider 
-able  part  of  last  nightmafter  the  Bhower,it  was  more 
pleasant  tho  Cloudy-  the  air  quite  temperate 
at  night  the  wind  blew  pretty  heavy  from  N  West 

Saturday  I  cut  8c  split  an  old  Oak  stub  (Sephus  the  black 
man  felled  it  about  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  since) that  lay 
near  the  Tan-brook  Wood- pile  besid  this  I  cut  out 
some  other  wood-flying  clouds  from  N  W  pleasant 
the  air  temperate. 
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Sunday  I  attended  divine  service  Mr  Marsh  preach'd  21 
The  ground  was  frozzen  a  little  this  morning  the  Cloudrt 
were  red- the  wind  blew  fresh  from  the  South  all  Day 
many  signs  of  rain-the  weathertemperate-  the 
Road  are  verry  passable  which  is  a  rare  instance  when 
the  ground  frozzen  at  this  season  of  the  year 

Monday  I  dug  some  St one, mended  the  wood  Road 
and  went  down  Mr  Comas' s  to  do  some  business  for  Mr 
Duncan-the  weather  verry  pleasant- tho'  in 
the  morning  it  was  some  snow  squally-no  frost 
in  the  ground  at  present  wind  N  W- 

Tuesday  I  let  Ira  take  my  Waggon  &  Horse 
to  move  Mr  John  Duncan  8c  his  family-  from 
the  West  part  of  town, in  to  Mr  Lomis's  old  Hunt  House 
-I  drew  3  loads  of  Wood, from  the  western  part  of 
the  Wood  -lot  near  the  «ree-d»  lime  Kiln 
The  weather  took  a  remarkable  turn  in  the  nighti, 
this  morning  the  ground  was  carver' d  with  snow-snow 
'd  pretty  fast  in  the  morning-the  rest  of  day  was  stormy 
8c  pretty  windy-in  the  evening  the 
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wind  blew  pretty  strong  from  N  W  <fc  storm 
ed  considerably 

Wednesday  I  drew  5  loads  of  Wood,  from  Rober tons 
laid  with  my  oxen-  this  Wood  I  get  of  Jonas  in  lieu 
of  what  I  have  before  let  him  have-  midldng  coldd 
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28th 


29th 


30th 


31st. 


22 

very  comfortable  winter  weather-it  was  pretty  Cloudy 
this  morning -it  prov’d  a  pleasant  day  I  suppose  the 
snow  to  be  about  4  inches  in  depth 

Thursday  I  drew  Woo&lfrom  the  plase  that  X 
drew  from  yesterday-  I  got  up  5  loads  to  day-  I  fodderft 
my  Sheep  for  the  first  time  last  night  I  mean  for 
this  seqson-  Cloudy  in  a  small  degree  but  verry  com 
f ortable  working  Weather 

Friday  Ira  &  I  3  load  of  Wood  -two  loads  in  the 
forenoon- in  P  M  beside  getting  a  load  of  hay  in  to 
the  Horse  Barn  &  Cleaning  six  bushels  of  Spring 
Wheat-  The  sky  uncommonly  serene  this  the  whole  day, 
in  the  morning  it  was  intensely  cold  &  the  trees  were 
whiten’d  by  the  frost-in  the  latter  part  of  the  day  thA  air 
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was  quite  mild-tho  there  is  but  little  snow  on  the  ground 
at  present-yet  the  pleasure  Sleighs  go  pretty  brisk  wind  HW 

Saturday  moring  I  arose  earlier  than  usuallhad  my 

Sleigh  tackl’d  by  sun  an  hour  high-waited  on  Mrs  Harwood 

and  Mrs  Ames  out  to  Hoosac  falls-I  found  the  people  all 

in  good  spirits-I  should  have  mention’d  that  Sister  Lucy 

made  a  part  of  my  load-  bad  weather  made  me  hasten 

back  with  worse  Sleighing  if  possible  than  I  went  with 

-tho  at  best  it  was  verry  poor-on  my  return  home  I 

was  overtaken  by  a  considerable  rain-however  I  reach’d  home 

without  any  accident9The  weather  bore  no  good  omen 

of  fair  weather  for  the  wind  blew  verry  ffesh  from 

South: in  the  mornening  it  was  warm  &  rain’d 

moderately  all  the  latter  part  of  day-in  the  evening 

the  wind  blew  verry  violently  &  rain’d  verry  hard 

-As  there  was  no  School  to  Day  Hiram  prov 

-ided  some  fire  wood  &  went  to  M111-&  Ira  ©hop’d 

up  a  pretty  good  Share  of  his  pile- 

Sunday  I  didn’t  attend  public  Worship  to  Day 
It  rain’d  verry  violently- the  wind  was  amazzing 
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from  S  E  &  this  the  whol  night-but  seem’d  to  ab 
-ate  in  the  morning-it  was  verry  rainy  all  Day  & 
the  snow  left  the  ground1  except  in  small  banks- 
before  morning-our  brooks  are  verry  much  sw 
elled  by  this  last  rain 
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Monday  I  set  up  a  Rack  in  the  Barn  Yard 

&  put  several  pieces  of  fences-  in  order  that  had 

blown  down  by  the  late  Wind-  the  ground  was 

slightly  frozzen  in  the  morning  the  whole  the  weather  was 

quite  temperate  itnbore  a  near  resemblance  to  Spring 

tho  there  was  nothing  growing 

Tuesday  To  Day  Mr  Duncan  &  I  mended  up  > 

the  House  in  several  places-It  was  ratherr 

bleak  day  the  wind  pretty  Stiff  in  N  W-  Cloudy 
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1  Wednesday  This  day  our  New  Meeting 

House  was  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  LORD  by 
the  Revend  Daniel  Marsh  he  took  his 
text  from  2nd  Sam  24  ch  24th  8c  2ndChron 
7  chap  5th  verse  he  also  read:  the  V  I  Chap’t  of  2  Chronieals 
which  preceded  his  Sermon-  there  were  some 
verry  beatifuli Odes  sang  by  the  Choir-  I  believe 
Mr  Marsh’s  Sermon  met  with  Universal  applause 
from  a  verry  crowded  audience  which  I  should 
judge  from  the  opinions  of  others  &  my  own  that  there 
were  about  1400  parsons  present-  Messrs  Abel  & 

Philemore  began  to  bfcild  this  edifice  on  the 
twentifith  day  of  June  1804  &  finish’d  the  same 
on  the  31st  of  December  1805, the  cost  of  this  build 
ing  is  estimated  at  eight  thousand  Dollars 
It  was  a  pleasant  day  for  the  season  tho  it  was  some 
chilly  8c  Cloudy  the  ground  pretty  firmly  frozzen  wind  S  W 
Elder  Stark  8c  his  Lady  tarried  the  night  at  my  house 
&  I  Stabl’d  £is  Span  of  Horses i 
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2  Thursday  Myself  &  Mr  Duncan  Kill’d  a 

Cow  whose  weight  was  696  lb  She  had  87  lbs 
tri’d  Tallow  -  The  keeping  od  this  Cow  as  I 
have  reckon’d!  it -comes  to  15  dollars  She  for 
-merly  belong’d  to  MrsStreet-  I  swap’d  with  her 
giving  her  a  smaller  Cow  in  lieu  of  the  one 
she  own’d  before, the  difference  was  3  dollars' 
which  I  paid  Mrs  Street-  The  weather 
this  morning  was  verry  windy  &  cold  the  ground 
frozzen  firm-it  was  more  temperate  toward  to 
ward  night  flying  Clouds  during  the  Day 
but  at  night  it  snow’d  a  little  Wind  N  W 

3o  Friday  I  did  but  little  business-  I  took  my 
Sleigh  to  Mr  Elisha  Water’s  to  be  mended 
It  snow’d  a  little  this  morning-  with  what 
fell  last  night  made  the  ground  white  8c  that 
wa^s  all  the  effect  this  snow  had  for  it 
was  not  Sleighing  the  day  was  pretty  coldd 
and  some  Cloudy  wind  North  Westi 
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4  Saturday-  In  the  forenoon 

I  chop’d  Wood  at  the  Door  in  the  P  M  I  got 

my  Oxen  shod  at  Maj’s  Norton’  s«*  Hiram  in 

the  same  part  of  day  took  my  Horse  8c  went  down 

to  Watsrr’ s  and  got  Sleigh  home  without  getting 

the  Iron  work  done(save  a  small  gripe  on  the  tongu) 

as  I  msant  to  have  had  him-  It  was  quite  cloudy 

this  morning  &  red. the  wind  strong  in  the  South 

West, which  soften’d  the  top  ground  or  to  spell  right  ground 

in  smal  deree,the  wind  continu’d  verry  stiff  in 

South  8c  Cloudy  thro  the  whole  day- at  night 
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veer’d  about  in  tot  the  North  West  our  little  snow  left  us 

5th  (Saturday  )  Sunday  I  heard  Mr  Marsh 

preach  in  the  forenoon  &  Mr  Davis  in  the  P  M 
it  was  pretty  chilly  Sc  Cloudy  all  wind  North  West 
pretty  strong 

6th  Monday  I  pack’d  my  Beef  in  the  forenoon 

&  fix’d  or  fitted  up  an  old  Ash-box  &  a  number 
of  other  notions  that  I  busi’d  myself  about  in 
the  P  MI  cut  down  a  beach  Tree  trim’ d  the  same 
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which  grew  in  the  Hog-pasture-  I  must  make  one 
observation  about  ray  Sheep-  that  they’re 
in  better(  in)  better  order  at  present;  than  I 
have  Known  them  for  several  winters  back, 

This  morning  the  Clouds  were  a  little  red 
Sc  curdley  the  air  a  little  aggitated  by  a  south 
-ern  breeze-no t  verry  cold-  the  weather  contin 
about  the  same  the  whole  day- the  wind  va 
riable  at  night  in  South-great  sighns  of  a 
storm 

7th  Tuesday  in  the  forenoon  I  clean’d  Sc  m 
easured  the  latt  of  my  Spring  wheat 
which  amounted  r -it o  16  bushels-  this 
wheat  Sc  a  few  bushels  of  Rye-is  wh 
at  Ira  has  Thresh’ d  since  he  has 
taken  all  my  grain  for  every  10th 
bushel-  Ira  got  my  Sleigh  mended 
&  a  Shoe  set  on  one  of  my  Hors’s 
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Ira  was  detain’d  in  town  the  greatest" 
part  of  the  day  ehiefly  upon  my  bus 
-iness-in  PM  I  carri’d  my  wheat  from 
the  barn  in  to  the  House-  Chop’d  some 
Wood  at  the  door-  acc  oijqpanied  Mr 
Sol’n  Safford  on  to  MttPleasant 
after  seeing  my  cattle  fed  I  went  down 
to  Jonas’s  Sc  partook  of  a  genteel  supper 
Cloudy  With  wind  apparently  from  S  W 
but  it  was  in  the  S  E  from  the  direction 
of  the  Clouds  flying  from  S  E  to  N  W  & 
a  heavy  roaring  in  the  E  part  of  the 
town  from  which  we  may  judge  the  wind  was 
pretty  high-last  night  a  verry  small 
flurry  of  snow  fell  that  scarce  discolor’d 
the  ground- the  air  was  not  cold  for  the 
season-tho’  damp  Sc  Chilly-no  great  variety 
this  day-  rather  stormy  on  the  Mts~ I  thot 
the  wind  strenghten’d  at  night  in  short  gusts 
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8th  Wednesday  I  drew  3  loads  of  Wood  off 

from  Robinson* s  land  which  I  get  of  Jonas  in 
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lieu  of!  wood  he  has  before  had  of  me- 
My  Father  &  Ira  Thresh’d  ' out  11  bushels  of 
Corn,  Cloudy  day  &  cold, the  latter  increas’d! 
toward  night  &  the  evening  air  was  by  no 
means  caamf ortable  Unless  by  the  side  of  a 
good  Tire  -a  pretty  steady  breeze  of  wind 
frorruN  W-I  perceived  sighns  of  snow  to 
day-. The  air  was  verry  keen  &  piercing 

9th  Thursday  morning  I  drew  a  load  of 

Wood  on  Jonas’s  account  from  Robinson’ s 
land-finding  it  verry  rough  Sledding 
I  quit  that  business  &  went  to  threshing 
Barley  with  Ira  &  swept  the  floor  ready 

for  cleaning  the  grain - that 

This  DAY  has  been  the  COLDEST  one  with 
-out  exception  since  the  season  commenc’d 
is  acknowledged  by  all  persons-- 
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Water  (that  a  few  hours  before  or  more  properly 
a  day  or  two  ago)  being  in  a  perfect  state  of  fluid 
-ity  is  now  firmly  glaciated  -ie  where: 
the  decent  &  quantity  of  water  is  insufficient 
to  produce  a  quick  motion  in  that  element; 

-the  sides  of  the  two  little  brooks  mean 
der  this  my  meadow  are  beatifuly  lin’d  with 
iciels-the  roads  are  verry  passible  here  about 
tho  the  ground  be  frozzen( very)  firm  as 
rock  The  mountains  appear  like  an  orchard 
in  full  Blom-  being  whitten’ d  by  frost 
&  snow  on  the  tops  of  the  Trees- 
It  exceedingly  Cloudy  &  hazzytill  toward  night 
,then  it  clear’d  away  &  the  eve  was  a  clear 
Star-light- the  wind  continu’d:!  Stiff  IT  W 
in  evening  when  it  Veer’d  about  in  to  the 
South-the  evening  air  was  in  proportion  to 
the  preceding  day-  My  cattle  are  all  in 
good  spirits  &  hay  isn’t  wanting  to  keep  them  so 
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10th  Friday  in  the  forenoon  I  clean’d 

eleven  bushels  &  peck  of  Barley  wh 
-ich  was  by  no  means  a  confortable 
job  on  account  of  a  strong  breeze  from 
the  South  in  the  P  M  I  remov’d  a 
large  quantity  of  Straw  offfrom  the 
West  Mow  on  to  the  great  Beems 
I  drew  2  small  loads  of  wood;  to  Mr 
Thomas-which  I  collect’d  from  sl 
couple  of  Trees- that  grew  in  the 
Hog  pasture- this  I  believe  will  make 
pretty  durable  Wood  for  him  it 
being  Beach  &  Hard  hack 
The  cold  was  verry  intense  last 
nightt&  the  fore  part  of  this  day-  but 
I  could  perceive  that  the  cold  had 
abated  in  a  great  degree  in  the  P  M 
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“but  the  evening  was  pretty  cold-  we  have 
had  a  verry  bleak  wind  from  Sth  Cloudy 
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&  hazzy  A  seem* d  to  try  hard  to  snow 
but  it  clear’d  off  in  the  evening  with 
the  wind  still  in  the  South  with  sighns 
of  a  storm  at  hand-  the  brooks  have 
dried  away  considerably  since  our 
last  rain  which  proves  that  it  dry 
as  it  is  cold- 

11th  Saturday  I  cut  a  Beach  Tree  that  stood 

in  a  little  hollow  on  the  right  hand  of  the 

lain  as  we  go  toward  the  Road-I  took  a  loadd 

of  wood  on  to  my  Cart  out  of  A  Water’s 

Wood  Pile  at  his  do or ,&  carri’d. to  Josephus 

-I  carri’d  a  Barrel  of  Cyder  to  Adam 

Waters-  I  provided  fire-wood  &  took  care 

of  ray  cattle  which  ends  the  day 

The  fore  part  of  the  day  quite  pleasant 

but  in  latterpart  hazy-a  strong  wind  S 

had  there  been  no  wind  to  day-I  think 

thr*a  day:  or  I  would  say  air  would  have  been  mild 
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12th  Sunday  Mr  Marsh  preach*  d  in  am  & 

Mr  Davis  in  P  M-the  weather  mild 
Cloudy  &  but  little  wind  from  the  South 

13th  Monday  I  fill’d  the  Horse  Barn  with 
Hay-in  P  M  I  went  to  Mill  &  attended 
the  meeting  of  Congregational  Society 
-this  morning  was  verry  foggy  the  air 
still  with  a  drizzling  damp  snow  quite 
mild-toward  night  the  wind  wind  bega 
-n  to  blow  verry  steady  &  strong  from  IT  W 
with  a  fine  snow  which  fell  pretty  fasti 
with  the  cold  increasing-in  this  state 
It  lasted  till  I  went  to  bed. 

14th  Tuesday  it  was  so  stormy  that  I  did  no 

business  of  more  importance  than  to  cut  some 
wood  &  take  care  of  my  cattleolt  has  been  what 
I  shall,  term  a  snowy  day  tho  the  snow 
that  fell  was  not  verry  considerable  but  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  will  make  pretty  good 
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Sleighing  as  soon  as  the  roads  are  beaten-  I  have  nt 
measur’d  the  snow  no  otherway  than  by  guess 
by  this  rule  I  find  it  about?  inches  depth-The  air 
has  been  midling  cold  with  a  gentle  but  constant- 
breeze  from  North  West- the  evening  was  same 
as  the  day  had  been 

15th  Wednesday  I  took  care  of  my  cattle*  cut 


- 

rn 


-  » »  • 

*•  - 


T-*Ci*U 


’ 


.  + 


tie  J 


■» 


:t5 


■  >..■  ’  *  '•*  >•'  ••  *  ; : " 

” 

~  ;  -  -  '  ■  ’ 

V7 j>.  f  •  ;  ‘  V  1 

-  ■  1  o  :  .  :  ’  -■ 

•  iw  k  t;i 

ev’  ?  :  ;%  >  v  I 


» .  -  i'i  •- 

. 

fit.cL  Cvv 

- 

1  .  . 

< 

t.  r  o'  -r  ..  o  o 

■  *  ,  ” 

-  :  n  .  '  •  • ;  '•  ’  ‘  ' 

...f>  - 

0.  r.  .  •  •-  .  •  '  •  • ' 

•  ;  - 


V  0 


£ :  ii  *  '  •  -■  .  ■ .  .  4. 

-  ■  r  ;  ■  i-.  ■ 


■ 

k 

n~ir  '  ’  '•  "■ 

.  ;  ■  l..x 

_  •  :  '  '  :•  "  '  _  '•  ' 

•  ,".T  ' 

'  ’ 

. 

•  ’ 

*• ~  m 

,  -  -  t  -  - 


C.I  -  vr 


.  * 


«  Of-  f  ■  •-  -  i 


.  :j  r  *.■  •  ,v  i,  i  . 

■ 

.  .  r  -■  J  ’■  - 

' 

oi  -  icr  -u  Xli  ■-  / 1  *  •  -  *VI-  *• 


h  a 


fcGbi  X-'V  .  ai  ‘r» 


- .  i  ’  o  '  •  h  c 

, 

1  •; 

. 

' 

;i  *<\<f  J  '■  J  v 


-•  •)  ..  I  . 


i"  o  X  •  f.t 


fli 


gome  wood  at  the  door  *  drew  one  load  of  wood 
the  Lime  KilnA  The  weather  being  cold  &  strong 
it  verry  much  cramp’d  my  business  &  I  felt 
rather  stiff  &  soar-  My  cattle  were  not  at  all 
bashful  for  they  devour1 d  no  small  quanty 
of  forage-  The  snow  I  think  increas’d  faster 
last  night  &  to  day-thatk  it  did  yesterday  or  the 
night  before-  I  reconkon  by  guess  that  about  5 
inches  of  snow  fefcl  last  night-added  to  what 
fell  to  fell  to  day  we  shall  find  it  14  inches 
in  depth-however  this  is  guess  work-  It  was  strong 
till  (toward)  past  the  middle  of  the  day  but  contin 
u’d  Cloudy-keen  air  with  a  stiff  wind  N  West 
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16th  Thursday  I  went  to  the  Tanbrook  partner 

-ship  Pile  &  drew  5  loads  of  Wood  up  to  my  own 
Door-  It  was  pretty  hard  getting  the  wood  out 
of  the  great  Pile-  the  wood  being  badly  pil’d 
-but  he  had  recourse  to  stratagem-  I  unhitch’d 
my  Oxen  from  (my)  the  Sled  &  them  hitching 
them  to  the  ends  of  some  of  the  larger  logs  8c  drew  them 
out- this  unloos'd  the  Pile  so  that  it  was  much  eas 
-ier  getting  it  out-The  forenoon  was  considerable 
pleasant  with  some  flying  Clouds-in  the 
P  M  hazzy, Cloudy,  squally-The  wind  has  been 
southwardly  for  most  part  of  the  day-  at  night  it 
was  in  North  West-  midling  cold  to  day 

17th  Friday  I  drew  4  loads  from  the  Tanbrook 

Pile-  this  wood  is  receiv'd’ of  Adam  Waters 
for  what  I  have  let  him  have  this  fall  out  of 
my  Sugar  Place-  The  air  was  scren  &  verry 
cold  inasmuch  as  every  thing  seem’d^  to  be 
impregnated  with  frost- in  the  morning  a 
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man  after  walking  in  the  air  a  short  time  the) 
he  fowd  his  beard  screen’d  with  frost-  the  cattle 
&  Horses  were  whiten'd  by  the  frost  from 

18th  Saturday  I  have  drawn  four  loads  from  from  the 
company  Pile  &  had  it  of  the  same  man 
I  had  it  yesterday-  Clear  &  cold  wind  in  S  W 

19th  (Saturday)  Sunday  I  heard  Mr  Marsh 

preach  to  day-weather  more  temperate  than 
it  has  been  for  some  days  past-Clgudy  strong 
wind  in  South  pretty  strong-2uite  stormy  in 
evening-  when  I  say  stormy  I  mean  that 
it  storms  now. 

20th  Monday  I  attended  Miss  Subrina  Demning 

funeral-iMr  Marsh  preach'd  from  Luke  21sttChap’r  3435 
&  36  Verses-  I  did  no  work  to  day  only  took  care 
of  my  cattle-The  weather  for  the  most  part  was 
quite  unpleasant-yet  not  verry  cold-  it  was  stormy 
in  the  morning -with  a  damp  snow  intermix’d 
with  hail-  it  continu’d  stormy  in  a  greater  or  less 
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If  I  should  he  so  fortunate  as  to  review  this  work 
a  year  hence-  I  fear  that  I  have  not  convey* d  my 
ideas  of  last  weeks  weather, clear  enough  to  he  com 
-prehended  at  a  period  so  distant-  however  to  make 
amends-  I  shall  here  say, that  the  weather  was 
full  as  severe  as  we  commonly  have  it  at  this 
season  of  the  year-hut  I  labor  under  many  disadvan 
~  -ages  in  describing  the  weather  having  no  otherrule 
to  go  by  than  my  own  feelings  &  judgment 

which  will  often  be  founds  erroneous-in  after  times  I  shall 
have  no  one  to  criticise  upon  this  Journal  but 
myself-  The  snow  has  increas’d  3  or  4  inches 
since  Sunday 

21st  Tuesday  I  went  on  a  visit  with  my  Motherr 

Sc  Mrs  Harwood  to  Mrs  Ezra  Doty’s  accompanied 

by  Mr  Asa  Doty  Sc  Lady -who  staid  here  last* 

night-I  kept  a  span  of  colts  for  him  I  ought 

to  have  mention’d  that  a  Mr  Smith  came  with 

Doty  &  tattl’d  all  night  his  business  I  shall  not 

mention-because  it  will  not  soon  be  forgotten 

-Great  uniformity  in  the  weather  to  day 

the  air  damp-windsouthardly-mild-Cloudy-hazzy 

Mr  Asa  Doty  did  not  return  with  me, but  staid  at  his  brothers 
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22d  Wednesday  in  the  forenoon  I  sat  in  the 
House  Sc  pass’d  my  time  with  Mr  Doty-  in 
P  M  I  dug  out  a  csiple  loadsof  Wood  where 
it  was  pil’d  it  was  cover’d  with  snow-  this 
wood  I  drew  fron  a  few  rods  north  of 
Tan-brook  pile-at  about  the  same  dis 
-tance  from  the  Lime  Kiln, on  our  own  land. 

Wind  in  S  E  air  mild-  Cloudy-  a  great  Mr 

sameness  thro  the  day,  I  kept  Mr  Doty  &  his  horses  from  from 

23d:  Thursday  I  got  up  two  ioad  of  Wood  &  Ira 

one-  Ira  clean’d  some  Oats  to  day-  he  say 
he  thresh’d  out  60  bushels  with  (th)what  he 
get  at  this  time  cleaning  up-  It  has  been  a 
blustering  day  from  N  W  which  made  rather 
uncomf ortable-tho’  in  reality  it  was  not  verry 
cold-  toward  it  began  to  storm  from  N  W  the  snow 
was  light  &  come  pretty  steady 

24th  Friday  I  sleded  3  load  of  Wood  from  a  pile 

near  the  line  between  Capt  Norton  &  my  Father 
at  the  S  West  part  of  the( Sugar)  or  Wood  lot 
-the  wind  was  in  the  North  West  pretty  strong 
so  that  the  snow  blew  in  to  large  drifts 
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25th 


26  th 


27th 


28th 


-it  appear’d  colder  to  day  than  it  realy  was- 
Mr  Doty  staid  here  last  night  I  kept  his  horses- 
for  him- this  is  the  second  night  he  has  staid 
at  our  house -having  been  gone  one  nightl since 
he  came  over  the  Mountain-  he  brot  James  Harw 
ood  my  Nephew  over  with  him, who  will  visit 
to  his  sister  Ruth  North  part  of  the  town-Hiram 
acconqpanied  him-  Mr  Doty  set  out  for  Wilming 
-tom (I  should  have  mention’d  his  Christian  name 
which  is  Elis  )  this  morning 

Saturday  I  drew  Wood  from  Nortons  line  4 

loads  in  No’s  the  last  of  which  broke  my  Sled 

Hiram  chop’d  wood  at  my  Do or- there  being  no 

School  to  day-Mr  Asa  Doty  arriv’d  ffom  a  visit 

out  to  Eastomoon  in  York  State-  I  let  Mrfc  Stone  have 

my  Sleigh  &  Horse’s  in  my  name  to  draw  Wood 

for  Jonas-who  went  for  Capt  Robinson’s 

The  day  was  verry  pleasant  &  warm  inso 

much  that  the  snow  give  a  little-so  that  at 

night  it  crusted  a  little 

Sunday-I  heard  Mr  Marsh  from  the  desk 
Mr  Doty  wife  &  Mr  Smith  set  away  for  Stamfitfnd 
this  morning-this  morning  the  trees  &  fences 
were  cover’d  with  a  white  frost-the  same  part 
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of  the  day  the  air  was  verry  foggy- but  as  soon 
as  the  fog  went  off  it  became  a  verry  pleasant; 
warm  day-so  that  the  snow  was  render’d  quite 
soft  but  not  so  as  to  injure  the  Sleighing  which 
is  now  verry  good 

Monday  I  mended  my  Sled-  Brother  Stone 

came  from  Hoosac  with  a  cutter-The  weatherr 

was  warm  &  some  Cloudy- the  snow  dissolv’d  a  little 

not  so  as  to  render  it  spashy-Mr  Stone  set  out  on  a  j  oumy 

to  Dorset  for  me-with  ray  Sleigh  &  Horses 

I  must  mention  one  circumstance  that  occur’ d 

this  day  which  may  assist  my  reccolection  of  it 

it  was  the  arrival,  of  Mr  Whi tec omb  Ames  from 

Cazzanova  with  a  cutter  after  his  wife, who  came 

from  there  about  3  months  ago, on  a  visit  to  her 

parents  &  friends  in  Hoosac  she  being  disappointed-- - 

in-her-  delay’d  till  a  few  days  since  when  a  chance  offer 

ed  she  started  for  Home-  her  husband  unfortunately 

miss’d  of  her  on  his  way  to  Hoosac  &  has  now  got 

to  returni to  Cazzanova  before  he  can  see  her 

Tuesday  I  got  down  4  loads  of  Woodl  from  from 

that  part  of  my  Wood  lot  call’d  Street’s  hollow-it  being 

the  road  us’d  to  go  to  his  wood-ny  work  suits  me  verry 

well  the  wood  being  in  Pile-  it  was  warm  to  day 

so  as  to  carry  off  a  pretty  good  share  of  snow* 

the  fore  part  of  the  day>  was  verry  foggy 
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30th 

31st 

1st 

2d! 

3d: 


JANUARY  1806 


42 


the  fore  part  of  the  day  was  verry  foggy  after  that 
it  was  verry  pleasant!  it  was  on  this  day  that  Mr  Ames 
here-  the  reason  why  I  made  this  mistake  daje 

is  because  I  have  neglect’d  to  keep  a  minute  of  severd. 
past  by  that  means  I  had  forgotten  the  circumstance  of 
this  day  &  set  down  for  yesterday  Mr  Stone  arriv’d  fran 

Dorset!: 

Wednesday  4  loads  of  Wood  again  to  day  from 
Streets  hollow-it  was  fair  &  warm  to  day-so  that 
it  was  verry  unpleasant  walking-  the  snow  being 
soft  A  full  of  water-  The  Sleighing  is  growing  bad- 
Brother  A  Sister  Stone  went  home  today-  I  kept 
his  Horse  two  nights-Warm  thawy  A  Cloudy 

(Tuesday) Thursday  I  had  two  teams^to)  beside  my 
own  Stone  went  with  one  for  Mr  Thomas?  &  drew 
5  loads  to  his  Door  Jonas  5  to  mine  Myself  4* 
it  wras  a  most  unvomfortable  Day  under  foot  by 
reason  of  the  snow  being  verry  soft! A  spashy 
the  snow  went  off  verry  fast  to  Day~I  think 
we  have  not  had  a  warmer  day  for  some  time 
before  the  wind  had  been  in  the  south  during 
the  day^  but  veer’d  into  the  N  W 

Friday  I  wentin  company  with  Mr  Josiahh 
Lawrence  &  his  Lady  (who  staid  at  my  house  to 
at  night  I  kept  his  horses)  to  see  the  Meeting  House 
at  night  I  sighn’d  a  bail  bond  with  Mr  Elijah  Stone 
wind  N  W  thawy-muddy  in  the  road  sonw  pretty  nearly  gene 
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Saturday  I  drew  4  loa&i  of  Wood? which  I  gather’d 
various  parts- pf  the  Wood  lott  it  snow’d  considers 
part  of  the  time  today  but  it  add! no  great  to  the  depth 
to  itseld*  however  it  made  bad  Sleighing  some 
better-It  has  been  colder  today  than  for  a  week, 
before- tho: it  was  moderate  winter  weather*  It. 
cold  enough  last  night: freezee the  snow  pretty 
hard-  I  believe  the  wind  was  in  N  E 

SEundayyl  went  to  Church  in  the  afternoon 
Mr  Marsh  preach’ d^pleasant  winter  weather 
some  Cloudy-c old  wind- N  W 

Monday  Ho  business  dfcne  to  day  more  that  than 
to  take  care  of  my  cattle-but  I  think  I  should! 
have  felt  better  at  night:  If  I  had  been  Sleding  all: 
day-We  have  had  a  verry  tedious-  stem  from 
the  S  W  the  wind  blew  heavy  from  that  quarter: 

A  snow’d!  considerably  in  forepart  of  the  day 
but  was  not  tedloud  in  the  P  M-the  snow  is 
whirl’d  in  to  drifts- so  that  ther’ s  no  measuring 
of  it  except  in  the  woods-  Wind  at  night  in 
North  West>To  Mr  Mellen  clos’d  his  School 
this  day-  Hiram  didn’t  go  to  school  to  day? 
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Tuesday  my  Father-  I  clean’d  41  2/6  bushels^of 
Rye  of  which  Ira  has  every  10th  hushed,  for  thrw 
shing  of  it-  We’ve  had  a  wholesome  winter  day." 
some  cloudy  wind  Htorth  Westt 
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Wednesday  in  the  morning  I  drew  at 
load  of  Woodfbut  one  of  my  Oxen  was  so  unlu 
©Icyyas  to  tear  one  of  hi bs dew-claws  of f-so 
that  I  didnot  draw  any  more  to  day,  I  help 
Jonas  about  loading&f  chop’ d  some  wood  'tieside^ 

Midling  winter  weather  today-  bluster 
-ing  from  Noath  Westv  Hiram  beg 
-gajiito  go  to  School^  to  Mr  Heman  Pay 
who  keeper  School!  at  Lovett’ s  Store 
Ira  arriv’d  here  to  nigh tt  from  Troy-says 
it  is  verry  good  sleighing  in  that  wuarter 

Thursday  Jonas  &  I  drew  six  load  of  wood! he  wentt 
with  horses  &  I  chop’d-  this  wood  I  get  in  the  Sugar 
place*  I  must*  here  observe  that  all  or  at  les£ 
all  but  a  few  loads?  that  I  have  had  for  my  imed- 
-i&te?  use  for  my  own  fire-  I  have  drawn  to  my 
Fathers  Wood-pile^ but  I  have  no  w  begun  a  pile  forr 
my  own  door;  Cold  in  the  morning  to  a  considerable^ 
degree  but  was  more  mild1  toward  the  close  of  the 
day.  Cloudy .wind  N  W 

Friday*J  onas  drew  8  loader  Wo  odf  or  me  to  day-  Jos? 
ephus^  help’d  me  chop-alec  had  the  pleasureof  dinings 
with  the  black  gentleman-Stormy  in  the  P  M 
or  rather  squally  wind  South-not  over  cold  for  season 
Ira  had  my  Sleigh  &  set  out  for  Troy  with  a  load1  of  Cyder 
for  Jonas*-  I  clean’d  13  bushels? &  peck  of  Rye. 
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Saturday  I  did  nothing  more  than  to  cut  some^ 
fire-wood-set  in  the  House  some-see  to  my  Cattle-  Ir*u 
arriv’d  from  Troy  at  nights*  Hiram  did  not  go  to  school 

today 

It  rain’d  verry  hard  this  mprning  wind  heavy  in  South  it 
prov’d  a  verry  thawy  rainy  &  unconf ortable  Day-  the 
wind  veered  into  the  N  W  with  great  force 

Sunday  Hot  a  soul  of  us  went  to  Church  to 
to  Dayythe  wind  last  night  blew  harden  from 
Northwest  than  I  have  known  beforethis  winter* 
in  fact, I  don’t  think  we  often  experience  a  hea 
vien  wind  than  we  had  last  nightt  &  part  of  thie^ 
day-however  it  began  to  abate  in  the  afternoon 
was  quite  still  in  the  evening-  It  sworn conj eal’ dd 
the  snow  &  water-  that  had  incorporated  during 
the  thaw, in  to  a  sollid  ice, after  it  became  cold* 
but  it  hasinjur’d  the  Sleighing  greatly-it  was 
Cloudy  &  verry  cold;-  Hitam  took  Jonas’s  Horses 
&  my( at) Sleigh. at  night  Sc  carri’d  Lucy  Stone^ 
to  Mr  Caidwll’ s? ditant  5  miles-  N  W  part  of 
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10  th 


11th 


12th 


13  th 


14th 


15th 


the  town-  pretty  good  Sleighing  from  Courtt 
House  to  Caidfcll’s.  It  is  verry  slippery  going 
my  Father*  experienced i  the  effects  Af  it  this  morning 
by  falling  on  to  his  hip-which  gives  considerable  piln 
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Monday  Mr  Safford  arriv’d  here  late  last  nightt 
from  Enos*-burg,he  &  his  eldest  daughter ,  I  shewed:. 

Mr  Saffor&i  our  New  Meeting  House  -spent  P  M  with 
him  in  this  way, Mr  Elis  Doty  2d.&  his  lady  tarried: 
here  last  nightvkept  his  horse  for  him, at  nightt 
Mr  Heman  Fay  came  to  see  his  brother* this  made? 

excellnt  company, it  happening  so  that  Mr  Fay  verry 

bro't  his  Flute  with  him, this  made  a  12  oclock  evening 
short,  Mr  Safford  says  the  Sleighing  is  verry  poor 
at  the  northward- The  weathertemperate  &  some 
cloudy  not  much  windd  till  night  when  it  blew  N  W 
pretty  stiff 

Tuesday  Jonas  drew  8  loads  of  woodif  rom  the  Sugar- 

place  for  me-Sephus  &  I  chop’d*  This  morning 

&  all  the  forenoon  pretty  mild^but  the  P  M  was"-  more 

inclement  insomuch  that  it  snow&d  some,  Wind 

high  in  the  P  M  finally  I  must  pronounce-  this  day  a  eerry 

bleak  &  uncomfortable  one;when  I  mention’d  that  the  morniiig 

&  forepart  of  the  day  was  mild  I  was  wrong  for  ut  was  quite 

the  contratry-  Wind  N  W 

Wednesday  Made  a  trial  to  get  wood;  but  unf 

ortunately, Jonas  broke  his  own  Sled  &  another  of  Mr  Wetheby’s 
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the  weatherverry  uncomfortable  , being  verry 
cloudy  with  a  cold  South  E  wind,  which  increas’d7 
to  a  verry  high  pitch, in  the  P  M, withe  or  with 
a  verry  rough  hail  &  snow^ which  however  subsided 
in  great  degree  in  evening ;tho’  this  storm  was 
violent,  there  fell  but  little  snow  &  it  didn’t  last  long 

ThursdayvSet  in  the  House,  &  took  care  of  Cattle, 
being  rather  indispos’d-  Cold  &  blustering  in  the  fore 
noon,  Cloudy, but  toward  night  it  became  clear, 

Mr  Doty  from  Wilmington  Staid  here' las , kept  his  horses, 

Friday  Jonas  &  I  went  with  oun women,  on  a 
visit  .which,  to  be  brief, was  at  Mr  Byington’ s^Wm’ town* 
Verry  fine  morning- but  at  night  the  wind  verry  high 
from  the  S  E-I  should  say  it  has  been  hazy  8c  cloudy- 
bad  Sleighing, Uncle  Abra’m  Witherly  chop’ d  for  me  to  day- 

Saturday  About!  10  Oclokk  this  morning  I  took 
my  horse-also  let  Mr  Safford  have  one,  we  both  set" 
out  on  a  ride, he  went  to  Mr  Edgerton’ s , after  Setteling 
some  affairs  with  Mr  Hinsdale  &  Mr  Kirshaw, 

I  went  to  Edgerton’ 8-, made  a  good  visit  with  verry 
good  company  which  was  hefehtened  by  singing-  I  stay' 


16th 


17th 


18th 


19th 


d  here  to  a  late  hour*it  "being  as  near  as  I  can  guess  10 
Oclock*  Wind  in  the  South  warm  &  Cloudy, just  at  night 
set  in  to  a  verry  heavy  Kain  wind  soon  turn* ddN  W  heavy 

9  Oclock  clears 
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Hiram  work’d  verry  poorly, at  chopping  to  day, there 
being  only  a  half  day  school! 

Sunday  Went  to  church  on  horse  back, Mr  MarsKi 
preach’ d,Chilly  wind  from  North  West-a  fair  day 
with  some  clouds* tho  the  mu&lwas  frozen  pretty 
stifflast  nights,  yet  the  rays  of  the  sun  made  it 
quite  soft,I  mean  as  much  as  it  had  thaw’ d/ before 
for  our  last  thaw  run  verry  shallow, this  last 
rain  that  fell-, with  the  snow  that  disolv’dclhas 
rais’d. the  streams  considerably 

Monday  Mr  Weatherley  &  myselff  chop’ d  wood! 
at  my  Father’ s  door , A  verry  pleasant  day  with  sea 
ce  a  Cloud  to  be  seen, quite  a  chilly  wind  N  W, 
it  thaw’d  considerably  to  day,  no  snow  now  more 
than  what  is  in  large  drifts  by  the  side  of  fences? 
verry  poor  Sleighing, if  it  may  be  so  term’d^ this? 
evening  perceiv’ d- sighns  of  a  storm,  since  last  friday 
I  have(Mr)I  have  kept  Old  Mr  Witherhy’ s  horse  ( includl 
ing  Friday  night  )  two  nights  &  two  days**- 

Tuesday  I  did  up  some  Fencing  between  Captt 

Norton  &  I  this  was  in  the  forenoon, in  the  P  M 

split  a  little, wood  at  my  door, took  care  of  my  cattle. 

We  had  a  verry  heavy  storm  of:  hail  from  the  South  last 

night,  with  a 

strong  South  East:, some  say  they  heard  thunder  this  morning 
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but  I  didn’t .cloudy  the  whole  day, rain’d  a  little  before 
night  .dreadful  traveling  in  the  roads",  warm  to  day, 

I  put  4h*#e  3  Horses  belonging  to  Mr  Wetherby,in  to  my 
Stable, at  night.  Ira  finish’d  Threshing  Rye, which  is  all, 

Wednesday, Winnow’d  a  large  heap  pf  Rye  before 
before  I  ate  my  brekfast, which  was  about  9  oclock, 

Hiram  assist  me  while  winnowing, but  Mr  Saffordd 
help’d  me  about  measureing  of  it,  I  sent  Hiram  ove 
Hinman’s  to  borrow  some  bags*but  he  got  only  one,  I  had 
5  of  Jonas* the  whol  of  this  grain  when  measur’d  makes 
51  1/2  bushels* on  the  whoL  I  think  I’ve  work’d  pretty 
well  to  day,  I  let  Hiram  have  a  Horse  to  go  to  Hoosac  on 
business  for  Mr  Elija  Stone-  Hiram  absent  from  School 
Mr  Witherby  had  my  Waggon  this  P  M, Stables  3  Horses- 
here  to  night* the  streams  are  now  pretty  full-- 
It  was  verry  warm  to  day, for  the  season ,smokeyy 
a  little  cloudy.with  a  steady  breeze  from  South  West, 
it  has  been  an  April  day** 


20  th 


(22) 

214* 


22d 


23dd 

24  th 

25  th 


Thursday, Put  my  affairs  in  order,went  up 
to  Court  with  Mr  Saffor&vwho  had  a  horsr  of  mj 
I  should  have  mention’d  yesterday, that  I  kept 
4  Horses?  ( instead,  of  saying  3  );  for  Mr  Witherby,  he 
&  his  son  John,  chop*  d  at  my  Father’ s^  door  till  it  raiitfd 
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Verry  warm,  some  smokey, verry  Cloudy, the  wind 
a  smart  wind  from  South  ot  South  W  till  it  rain’d! 
a  hard  showery  when  the  wind  blew  from  N  W 
it  rain*  dr.  till  almost  dark  or  I  ought  to  say*till 
quite  in  the  evening  it  began  to  9torm  a  little 
before  night, the  snow  is  now  entirely  gone  exceptt 
on  the  Mountain  in  some-  drifts j verry  muddy, 
in  the  road, as  I  was  returning  from  town, my 
Mare, by  making  a  mistep  fell  with  me,  but  did 
me  no  injury, the  reason  of  it  was  by  breaking  thro 
the  frost, brooks  quite  high  &  mak  a  roaring* 

Nath’l  Stone  came  here  late  last  night:  with  a  horse- 
went  away  this  morning* 

Friday  John  Witherby  &  Ira  chop* di  in  the  A  M 
Old  Mr  Wetherby  and  his  son  Levii  in  the  forenoon,  the  old 
gentleman  the  whole  day, I  split  Wood, this  days  work  was' 
done  at  my  Father’s  door*  The  W* t  Mount* n  was  cover’d 
white  with  a  small  flurry  of  snow  that  fell  last  nightt 
but  soon  vanish’d  both  on  the  mount*  and  on  the 
ground, which  was  slightly  frozzen,but  the  sun  soon 
made  it  verry  muddy.  Cloudy  some  in  the  P  M 
a  chilly  wind  from  N  W 
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Saturday  For  my  self!' I  shall  say  that  I  did  but  little 
among  many  trifles- 1  have  kill’d  a  dwarf  Calf*  which 
I  have  kept  for  about*  3  weeks-gave  him  about  6  quarts? 
of  milk  per  day, I  split  some  wood, John  Wetherbye  & 

Ira  got  out  Flax.  They  split  the  Break  head ,Lvi  Wetherty 
Chop* &:*  here  some, Hiram  at  home  in  the  P  M,the  ground:! 
was  frozen  stiff  this  morning, but  was  soon  thaw’d 
it  was  verry  clear  &  pleasant*  day  pretty  warm,  Wind' 
from  N  W,01d  Mr  Ayelsworth  &  his  horse-  staid  here- 
last  night- 

Sunday:  Went  to  Church, heard  Mr  Marsh  prech’d 
the  air  clear, some  chilly, wind  N  W  - 

Monday  Cut  wood  at  the  door,,made  a  calf  pen, for 

my  two  young  calves, drew  out  2  Barrels  of  Cyder  for  Abel 

Harwood. Old  M  Wetherbees  chop’d  for  me  to 

day, This  forenoon  it  was  considerable  pleasant, but 

in  the  P  M  it  was  cloudy-some  rainy-the  wind? 

has  been  in  the  south  till  just  at  nightt  when  itt 

veer’d  in  to  the  N  W-warm  for  this  season- 

TuesdayyMr  Safford  &  I  wentt  to  court  &  some  other? 
places  Hiram  didn’t  go  to  8chooli,Mr  Peter  Wheelerr 
&  his  lady  came  here  this  P  M,on  a  visit, I  spent  a  little 
time  with  them..after  I  return’ d  from  town- 
A  remarkable  clear  but  midling  cold  <ky  some  windy  52? 
from  N  W 


r- 1 
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26th 


27  th 


28th. 


11 


2d 


3d id 


A  remarkable  clear  but  midling  cold  day  some  windy 
from  N  W ' 

Wednesday  Ira  &  I  got  out  19  1/4  bbl  of  Flax, Mr  W 
etherby.  His  wife- daughters  three  sons  left  this- 
place  for  the  Susquehanna  county  in  Pennsyl 
vania  this  dyyw  I  kept  3  of  thdir  Horses^ 6  days  &  one  10 
days-  Weather  clear  &  pleasant* 

Thursday  Mr  Thomas  &  Ira  with  a  little  help 

from  me-  dress’d' 21  lbs  1/4  Flax-It  was  warm  &  pleasant! 

-the  roads  are  pretty  smooth  gor  the  season 

-it  iss  said; that  there  isn’t  more  than  4  miles  of 

Sleighing  between  Bennington Brattleboro*  I  be 

lieve  that  that  the  snow  has  almost  left  this  WestJ  Mt 

I  ought  not  omit  mentioning  that  soon  after  the 

large  drifts  left  the  ground  that  in  such  places^ 

a  little  grass  woild  spring  up, but  this  is’ short 

liv’d, lafct  Sunday  I  saw  &  heardda  Back-  Blue  Bird; 

Fridaythis  morning  I  went  &  foundlthe  flock 
-which  Hiram  could  not  effect,  but  I  found1 
them  in  Streets  Pasture, Ira,Mr  Thomas  &  myse¬ 
lf.*  dress’d  lbs  23  1/4  of  Flax,  therrwas  a  mistake?:  in  lb 
yesterdays?  accounts  of  Flax- there ’  s  28  1/4  lbs  5  lbs  added 
to  23<*Hiram  saw  t woo  men  standin  the  Pillory  in  P  M 
one  Nichals«n,  the  other  Moses  Hall-one  hour  sachh. 
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Saturday^ Mended)  I  only  arrang’d  somee 
matters  about  my  Barn  &  took  care  of  my  Catt 
le-  Thro’  mistake^ I  ommi ted, mentioning  yester¬ 
days  weather,  but  I  shall  here  incert  it*, it  was  pretty 
pleasant  in  the  forenoon-but  it  was  squally/ 
in  the  P  M*the  wind  blew  in  gusts  from  N  W 
-it  #iad  been  growing  eolderr  thro’  the  day-- 
it  has  been  an  extreme  cold  day-  with  a  cdntim 
ual  breeze  of  the  most  piercing  North  West  wind/ 
avai r  flying  clouds** 

(Monday)  SUNDAY  Tackl’d  my  Sleigh  8c  rode 
with  my  Mo  then;  to  the  Meeting  House, tho*  ther’ 8 
no  more  snow  in  the  road!  than  there  was  last  June; 

Mr  Marsh  preach’ d°,  Very  cold  to  day’ but  I  don’t 
think  it  was  qute  so  tedios  as  yes’day  at  the  same 
time  there  blew  a  verry  bleak  Wind0 from  N  W 
tho’  it  was  a  clear  day- the  sun  made  a  little  or r 
nd  impression  on  the  frozzen  hubs* ther’ s  a  small!, 
flurry  of  snow  on  the  ground/ scarcely  wo xttly  mention 
ing  but  this  doesn’t  hurt  my  June  expression, for 
it  is  of  no  kind  of  help  to  Sleighing-- 

Mondayy ,Had  4  men  to  work  for  me  viz:  Mr  Thomas- 
Black  Sephus, Jonas  &  Ira, Jonas  &  Ira  swingl*dri& 

I  hat chel ’  d( us)  Sephus  8c  Thomas  broke, This  A  M;  I  was- 


t 
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i 

^uite  unwell,  till  I  came  to  the  House  took  some  off  Dr 
Hull  .this  afford’d  me  immediate  relief, so  that  I  work’d: 
all  the  P  M. Jonas  dress’d  21<  lb  4  oz  of  Flax, Ira  20  lbs 
both  added  together  41  lb  4  oz  Flax,,  Mr  Chellus  Saffordr 
left  us  this  P  M  for  Enosburgh,A  verry  clear  day  windd 
in  the  North  W  cold-  not  quite  so  cold  as  yest’y 

4th  TeusdsyMr  Thomas, self  &  Ira  swingl'd  29  lbs  4  oz  Flax 

this  was  broke  yesterday, we  finish'd  some  time  before^ 
nightt.it  must  be  remember’ dd  that  I’m  a  slow  handi  at 
swingleing  Flax.Ira  &  Mr  Thomas  did  the  cheif  of  the 
Flax.  Had  a  pretty  stormy  day, verry  drizzly-  consider. 

-able  wind’s  E  chilly,a  small  flurry  of  snow  fell  to  day 
Hiram  left  Mr  Fay’s  School  last  Saturday, he  ha3  been  to 
Mr  Fay  17  days- 

5th  Wednesday  My  Oxen  dreew  3  smalll  loads  of  Woodd 

from  near  the  Lime  Kiln  I  unyok’d  my  Team  in 
the  P  M  finding  it  rather  hardiSle&ing'  on  the  bearr 
ground;ira  cut  a  little  wood  at  Father’ s  door;  Hiram 
after  spliting  some  oven-wood-went  to  mill- 
This  morning  the  sun  was  red; the  air  wasn't  clean 
but  not  cloudy, in  the  P  M  more  cloudy, wind  N  W 
the  top  of  the  ground  thaw’d; the  snow  that  fell  yes¬ 
terday  is  of  little  consideration- 

6th  Thursday,  I  was  busy  but  didn’t  get  much  work 

done,  I  help'd  my  Father  fix  some  buttons  on  too3  off 
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my  cattles- Ho  rns-,Hi  ram  &  I  coop’d  wood  at  my  door, Ira 
busi’d  himself  aboutc  a  pair  of  Whipple-Trees^Mr  Moses- 
Donaldson  his  hired  man^  span  of  Horsesr, staid  here 

last  night", 

.1  mention’d  an  accident,  which  happen’d  to  ray  Father, the 
9th  of  last  Feb’ y, this  laid  him  up, for  about  3  weeks, soh 
that  he  was-  unable  to  do  any  work, but  he  has  now  recover’d 

and  does  as  much  worklc 

as  usual,  I’ve  kept  Jonas’s  Horses  for  him  ever  since  last 
Monday, he’s  gone  away  with  them  today* the  air  was  hazy  this 
morning, the  ground  frozzen  hard, but  after  the  sun  got  up 
2  or  3  hours, it  made  the  top  q#  the  ground; pretty  slimy, in 
the  P  M  it  was  cloudy  with  the  winddN  WThe  air  can't  be 
call' dd  cold’  today,  but  it  was  raw  &  chilly  ,1  told  Hiram  at 
night  after  supper,that  we  must(out)in  to  work  early  in  the 
morning  &  not  wait  for  breakfast,,  that  we  had  got  a  goodd 
deal  of  business  to  attend  to  &  that  it  requir’d  labor:  &  a 
good  resolution  to  get  along  with  all  our  work, there  being 
2  pretty  large- wood  piles- to  cut  up, 

7th  Friday  in  the  f orenoon,drew  2  snail  loads  of  wood;  in 

P  M  put  two  Sled  loads  of  hay  in  the  horse  Barn, then 
went  &  got  ano therl o add  of  wood  from  near  the  Lime  Kiln. 

Ira  mended  my  harness- in  part.  Hiram  did  but  little, I  believe 
he  took  some  care  of  the  cattle  &  Sheep, out  of  4  Lambs- I’ve 
lost,  one  the  oldest  of  which  is  17  days, kept  Nonas' 3  horses- 
last  nighti,  It  has  been  a.  iSrizzling; stormy  day, in  the  Am 
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8  th 

9  th 

10  th 


11th 

12th 


the  wind  was  south, with  a  fine*  snow  which 

melted  as  it  fell, in  the  P  M  the  snow  fell  a  little 
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faster,  but  all  of  it  made  hut  little, only  covering  the 
ground!  grew  colder  at  night! Wind  N  W 

Saturday  I  got  up  hut  one  load  of  Wood  this  A  M,I  paid! 

Mr  John  Alexanders  twenty  two  dollars  &  twenty  cents 
in  consequence  of  this  I  borrow’d  eighteen  Dollars- of  Mr 
Brown, this  P  M  I  reckon’d  with  Mr  Lovett, Mr  Hi»,  Mr 
Norton  &  Mr  Squire, among  whom,  only  Maj  ’  r  Norton 
was  indebted  to  me  about* 'll  Dollars^  This  forenoon  itt 
was  equally, in  the  P  M  it  didn’t  storm  any, cold  &  hluste 
ing.  Wind  N  West  Jonas  kept  his  two  Horses’ at  ray 
S table-  ever  since  last  Monday,  Jonas  has  Hay  of  me  to  kep 
his-Horses  <fc  Cow  on,  Ira  finish’d  mending  ray  harness?* 

Sunday  Visited  the  Lords- house  Mr  Marsh  preach’d! 

A  cold  clear  day, the  sun  soften’d  the  hubs  a  little  wind 

N  W 

Monday  Took  waggon  &  Horses- carri’ d  16  bushels  of  grain 
to  mill  in  the  A  M  P  M  chop’d  wood! at  my  door,  Hiram 
made  his  axe  go  some  to  day, but  I  can’t  credit  him 
a  whole  day, a  man  with  whom  I  am  unacquainted, offers 
me  20  Dollars- f or  the  Soft  Horn  Cow,  this  man^app- 
ears? to  be  a  smart  old  fellow, he  rode  a  sorrel  Horse wi¬ 
ll  a  white  strip  in  his  face, the  man  has  a  red  silk 
handkerchief!  round  hi s  face  to  keep  off  the  cold^he  sp 
oke  with  a  Strong;  &  loud  voice,he  also  had  on  a  blue  great 
coat*,  A  verry  clear,  but  cold  day** especially  in  AM  wind’N  W 
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Jonas  had  my  Oxen  this  P  M  to  draw  some  some  wood-,  Ira 
went  for  me, with  ray  waggonito  Maj’r  Norton’s  to  get  it  mended 

Tuesday  morning  before  breakfast  help’d  Jonas  fix  Ira  off 
with  a  load  of  his  Cyderrfor  Troy, Jonas  put  my  Doty  mare  in 
by  the  side  of  his, to  go  to  Troy,Benj  Harwood  5c  his  oxen  worHi 
for  Adam  Waters  on  Mt  Pleasant!  (a  description  of  which  may 
be  seen  at  page  17th  )he  &  his  brother  Eiisha  work  with  us-tU 
noon.  Jonas  &  I  work’d  till  aboutt  5  oclock,the  oxen  having 
drawn  all  the  large  wood’, we  came  down  from  the  Mt, my  oxena 
work’d  verry  hardi  Jonas  was  teamster,  Hiram  went  up 
with  us  An  the  morn  but  soon  return’d  &  chop’d  at  my  door, 
Verry  cloudy  thro, the  day, cold  &  chilly, the  wind  bleak, N  W 

Wednesday  Jonas  &  I  chop’d  wood  at  my  door:  Hiram 

took  the  Cart  &  oxen  &  went  to  mill.brot  home  the  grist  that 

I  carri’d  there  Monday, it  consisted  of  12  bhis- of  Rye&  4  of 

Wheat,  Hiram  did  but  little  aft  err  he  came  home, Jonas  &  I  were1 

Hinder’d  some  by  the  storm  or  we  should  have  made  a 

hole  in  ray  wood-pile-  we  did  pretty  well  as  it  was,  Ira 

came  home  from  Troy-had  good  luck-  says  it  was 

pretty  good  waggoning-  I  mast  say  I  never  say  better  wag 

goning  in  this  town  at  this  season ^tho*  the  ground  is- f roe 
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13  th 


14th 


15  th 


16th 


zen  verry  hardl  It  was  hazy  all  the  A  M  a  little  pafctt 
noon  it  began  to  snow  on  the  Mt’ns  it  soon  became  gen 
eral .lasted, with  a  short  interval , till  sun  half  an  hour 
high  then  ceas’d, the  wind  blew  steady  from  N  W, pretty 
dry  <$b  quite  cold! 
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Thursday  Sleded  4  loads  of  wood  from  the  foot  of 
Mt  pleasant, for  Adam,hard  sleding,  the  snow  that 
fell  yesterday  or  to  day  made  very  little  if  any 
as  to  Sleighing.  All  I  have  to  say  of  the  weather  is 
that  if  it  has  been  a  verry  cloudy, squally, foggy  on  the 
mountains  &  midling  cold  day  with  a  steady  breeze  of 
wind  from  North  West 

Friday.  Bro’t  two  loads  of  loads"  from  the  Mt  to  Adam’s 
door  in  the  A  M  Hiram  assist’d  me  about  it, after  dinner 
I  put  a  load  of  Hay  in  to  the  Horse  stable, in  the  fore 
noon  I  semt  Ira  with  the  waggon, to  carry  some  furniture 
for  Mr  Thomas  to  Gate’sriSent  Ira  down  to  Haynes1  s  with 
nine  Bushels  of  Barley, told  Ira  to  tell  Haynes  for  me 
that  if  he  didn’t  let  me  have  better  malt, this  yearr 
than  he  did, last  year, that  I  never  should  send  him  any 
more  Barley;  The  weather  has  been  quite  unpleasantt 
&  I  think  pretty  difficult  to  describe, it  was  finally  a 
dri sling- sloppy- snowy-cloudy  day, being  neither  verry  w 
arm  nor  verry  cold, the  snow  in  the  woods  makes-  mid 
ling  sleding, but  in  open  land- it  is  verry  poor-wind  South 

Saturday -morn!  ng  was  employ’d  nursing  Lambs-, I  sat  up 
late  last  evening( verry)  upon  this  business , there  are  now 
16  Lambsj,but  it  is  quarry  with  me, whether  I  shall  findd 
them  all  alive  in  the  morning,one  I  have  bro’t  in  to  the 
House  ,<&  given  it  to  Lydia, drew  one  load  of  wood  for 
Adam  in  A  M  the  P  M,took  care  of  lambs  &  help’d 
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Father  fix  a  Sheep  Rack, this  P  M  Ira  toom  my  waggon 
to  help  Mr  Thomas  move  his  things  up  to  Gates’ s,Capt  Dendc 
of  Pownal  gave  me  eighteen  Hollars  for  the  Lop’d  horn  Cow, 
is  to  take  her  away  next  Monday. I  took  a  Man&atten  Bank 
Bill  of  twenty  dollars, gave  back  two  Dollars, this  is  the 
largest  Bank-note  I  ever  took  before.  Jonas  took  his  Hors 
to  his  own  keeping  yesterday, he  has  bot  some  Hay  of  Gates, 

I  had  liketo  have  omited  poor  Hiram.for  he  must  have  credit 
for  all  he  does,tho’  it  be  but  a  little, he  has  chop’d 
some  wood  to  day, Mr  Ellis  Doty  was  here  to  Day  &  bot  a 
bushel  and  a  half  of  Rye  of  me ,Mr  Doty  &  I  made  a  kind  of 
reckoning  between  us, by  which  we  found  that  he  owes  me 
80  cents, this  is  for  Cyder  he  has  had  of  me.  Before  sun  rise 
it  was  verry  clear, but  after  sun-rise  &  thro  the  day  ther 
were  flying  clduds  from  N  W  some  squally, the  air 
chilly, the  top  of  the  ground  thaw’d  a  good  deal, wind  N  W 

Sunday-morning  I  found  5  Lambs  dead; within  24  hours’ 
we  have  lost  seven  Lambs , Lydia’ s  among  the  rest, The 
reason  for  this  mortality  among  the  youngn  of  the 


17  th 


18th 


19th 


20th 


21st 


Flock: is  the  want  of  milk, this  makes  it  most  certt 
ain  death  for  the  twins , several  sheep  having  lost 
both  of  their  twiner  sometimes  one ,1  went  to  meeting 
with  the  waggon.  A  very  clear  day-chilly-with  wind 
N  W  Mr  Marsh  preached  .Northern  lights  at  night. 
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Monday  Mov’d  Mr  Thomas  family  &  effects  from  the  Dr 
Pay  House  to  Gates’s.  Ira  drove  the  waggon  &  I  went  wih 
Cart  &  Oxen, we  got  thro  with  this  business  in  the  early 
part  of  the  P  M.I  split  some  oven-wood  did  some  other1 
trifles  the  rest  of  the  day.at  the  same  time  Ira  made  ax 
helvesriHiram  chop’d  wood  We  have  kept  our  upper  room 
for  a  kithen  (except  washing  days) 

from  the  forepart  of  December:  till  this  day-we*  ve  now  re 
into  the  former  kitchen-The  air  chilly-flying  Clouds 
wind  N  W 

Tuesday. Employ’ d  3  men  in  gating  out  Flax  viz  l£r  Thomas^ 

Jonas  ,&  Sephus  j  Thomas  8c  Sephus  broke-Jonas  swingl’d  26 
pounds  of  Flax, the  master  hatchel  &  carri’d  Cyder.  Hiran 
labor’d  at  the  wood  pile;Sephus  work’d  for  Mr  Thomas^ 

Warm  next  the  sun  but  cold  in  the  shade  to  day, bad  time 
for  Wheat, on  account  of  cold  ffosty  nights  &  warm  days  or 
to  speak  more  proper, thawy  days  for  at  this  season, if  it 
appears^ pleasant-the  air  will  be  chilly .which  occasions 
many  colds-; This  day  was  a  verry  pleasant  one, with  little 
win&lN  W  I  swap’d  a  Horse’s  with  Jonas  to  day, giving  hto 
him  fifteen  dollars  to  boot, 10  of  it  in  Horse-keeping  &  5 
bushels  of  Rye;The  Horse  I  let  him  have, is  an  ill  made 
skitish  fretful  creature,  but  verry  good  for  the  Saddle 
&  collars  she  is  6  years  old(for  they  are  both  mares) 
in  lieu  of  this  creature  I  have  a  pretty  well  made  mare 
about!  9  years  oldi  verry  steady  .kind  &  true  in  the  coliarr 
not  so  goodi  under  the  Saddle, rather  a  sjow  traveler, she  is 
verry  much  troubl’d  with  the  heaver1, Mr  Demic  came  after  his 
cow  a  2d  time  &  I  hope  for  the  last. 

Wednesday.  My  Father  &  I  trim’d  Apple  Trees  Hiram  gain  about3 
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hours  by  having  a  stint  at  Choping,Jonas  8c  Ira  swingl’d  what 
Flax  there  was  left  that  was  broken  yesterday-amounounted  to 
,  pounds.  The  sky  wa3  hazy  in  the  AM  quite  cloudy  in  P  M 
wind  warm.  I  heard  chip&ng  Birds  sing  this  morning. 

Thursday  Went  with  my  oxen  late  in  the  morn’g  &  brot 
5  loads  of  wood  from  Mt  Pleasant!  to  the  Lime  Kiln  &  1  load! 
down  to  our  House-all  for  Adam  Waters^ this  brot  it  to  2  oclok 
in  the  P  M-little  done  after  thisqHiram  did  nothing  worthy 
of  notice, Mr  Duncan  work  on  my  Waggon, Chilly, verry  cloudy 
Wind  S  W-strom’d  moderatelta  at  night: 

Friday  did  no  work-being  unwell. but  I  assisted  aboutt 
catching  Mr  John  Crawfoot.who  had  run  crazy-he’s  now  con 
fin’d  In  the  Jail-Mr  Duncan  work’d  for  me  again  to  Day.n 
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ending  my  waggon, some  othter  things, Elder  Stark  &  his  Lady 
made  a  short  visit  here  this  P  M,Mr  Gates  had  a  Barrel  of 
Cyder:, Mr  Thomas  had  Cart  Oxen  &  one  horse  of  me  to  draw  w 
ood  from  the  Dr  Pay  house  to  his  present  dwelling, Jonas^ 
had  the  team  after  him, to  draw  one  load  for  GatesiMiss 
Lusinda  Whipple  arriv* d  here  from  Hoosac,  In  fine  it  was 
a  little  dqually  a  good  deal  Cloudy, neither  cold  nor  warn 
wind,H  W 

Saturday  Personaly  did  no  work, I  reccon’d  in  a  quick  way 
with  Tim  Palmer, that  is, we  lump’d, quit  even, I  carri’d 
(him) 2  Bushels  Rye  to  him*  Hiram  had  a  stint  given  him 
at  Chopping  for  6  days, he  &  Mr  Duncan  chang’d  work’s  Hi 
ram  went  to  mill  for  him  while  he  chop’ d, Chilly  wind  N  W 
some  cloudyy 
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Sunday  Heard  the  good  Mr  Marsh  from  the  desk, 
pleasant  with  some  flying  Clouds^ wind  strong  in  MW,coldd 

Monday. Split  over-wood.Hiram  at  his  stint.  Ira  ©hop’d 
for  me  in  the  P  M  Jonas  had  my  cart  &  oxen  to  draw  2  lo 
ads  of  his  wood  in  am,  In  the  morning  the  air  was  verry 
still  &  the  clouds  were  verry  comp&'ct  &  smooth  &  look’d'-3, 
likely  to  he  for  a  snow- storm,  hut  it  didn’t  storm  any  of  o 
consequence, it  was  fianlly  a  cloudy, dry  cold  day.  Wind  W 

Tuedday*Pinish’ d  spliting  over  woodl*  pil’d  it-tho  this  was 
no  considerable  job, it  was  not  all  I  did  ,for  I  split  & 
pil’d  other  wood, I  found  myself  considerably  fatigu’d  at 
nighty  Mr  Thomas- &  Jonas  split  wood  at  my  Father’s  door,Mr 
Thomas  only  in  the  P  M,Ira  chop’d  for  me, Hiram  finish’d 
his  six  days  stint, owes  me  one  day,  on  account  of  Mr  Dfcncan, 
when  he  has  paid  that  he’ll  gain  2  days  out  of  6, This  day 
has  been  an  extraordinary  cold  one  verry  dry, with  March 
wind  N  W  flying  clouds, or  rather  say,  cloudy  for  the  sun 
hasn’t  shone  out  clear  to  day, thaw’d  a  verry  little 
This  description  must  be  allow’d  for  the  season 

Wednesday.  Attended  town-meeting, paid  Mr  Hinsdale^ 

6  dollars-also-  Mr  Hushaw  8  dollars-paid  ray  minister  tax 
which  amounted  to:  8  dollars  &  30  cents  , I  sighn’d  two  notes 
with  Jonasr,in  favor  of  Moses  Robinson ,Jun’ r, one  for  thirty: 
two  dollars?*  cents, the  otherthe  same, it  began  moderately 
to  snow  about  9  Oclock  in  the  morning  till  about  7  in  the 
evening  without  much  intermission, but  it  only  made  2  inches 
in  depth  quite  cold  wind  N  W 
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Thursday  Brot  2  loads  of  wood  fxom  near  the  Lime  Kiln  to 
Adam’s  door, in  P  M  Mrs  Harwood  I  took  Hors’s  &  went  down 
to  Elder  Stark’s  in  Pownal,of  which  I  shall  sometime  no 
particulars, Winter  cold  in  early  part  of  the  day, mild  from 
9  in  the  morning  till  6  in  the  evening, I’m  wrong, for  it  was 
a  verry  keen  morning, it  is  true  it  grew  more  mildi as  the 
sun  approach’d  his  bed, but  the  wind  blew  verry  piercing 


from  IT  W  Very  clear, it  was  intensely  cold  last 

nigh t, the  dipping  place  at  the  brook  frozzen  over  which  is 

verry  uncommon 

28th  Friday  I  return’d  from  Pownal,my  business  went  on  as  follows 
while  I  was  absent  yesterday  Mr  Thomas  broke  &  Ira  swingl’d 
Flax, Ira  weigh’d  16  lb  of  swingl’d  Flax-same  P  M  Jonas  went 
with  my  team-drew  two  loads  of  wood  from  near  the  Lime  Kiln 
for  Adam-also  one  for  himself-  from  elsewhere.  Hiram  earnt 
his  bread  &  I  don’t  know  how  much  more-Today  Mr  Thomas  &  Ira 
work’d  a  little  at  the  Flax  in  AM-quit  it  Mr  Thomas  split 
wood-Ira  went  upon  his  own  business  ,Hi ram  Chop’ d, the  clouds 
were  closely  confcraeked)  tracted  in  the  morning  were  red- 
The  rest  of  the  day  -clouds?  more  broken  finally  clear’d  offt 
at  nightt,pretty  cold  in  the  morning  it  grew  milder  till  eve 
ning-forepart  of  the  da#  wind  South  West  at  nigh tt  in  N  W 
Jonas  had  my  Oxen  in  A  M-Yesterday  I  saw  the  first  Ro 
bin  I’ve  seen  this  year^-spring  Birds  are  few. 

29th  Saturday  Carri’d  8  bushels  Rye-2  bushels  of  Corn  8c  1  bushel 
of  Ira’ a? Wheat  to  mill  in  A  M-The  P  M  split  wood', Mr  Thomas 
broke  Flax  Ira  swingl’d  24  lb  of  Flax  Hiram  Chop’d  wood, for 
yes’ty  &  to  day  I  allow  him  half  a  dollar  it  being  his  own 
time 
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Out  of  29  Lambs?  that  have  come  since  the  last  of  Feb’y  to  the 
present  time"  there  remains  only  14-  Some  cloudy  in  the  mornig 
&  quite  cold";  along  in  the  middle  of  the  day  more  clear-some 
flying  clouds  in  the  P  M  but  clear  in  the  evening, it  has= 
been  a  chilly, windy  day,  wind  N  West4: 

30th  Sunday,  Heard  his  reverence  Mr  Marsh  preach-The  forepart! 

of  the  day  verry  pi easantt, toward  night  the  sky  hazy  with  fly 
ing  cloudys,the  air  has  been  chilly, with  wind  N  W,My  cattle- 
increase  pretty  fast.  3  calves  come  today-1  came  last  Friday 
this  brings  in  two  heifers  &  2  old  cows-one  of  the  heifers =• 
is  a  twin, the  2  heifers  calves  are  a  couple  of  verry  likely. 
Bulls-mark’d  exactly  alike-a  deep  red- 

31st  Monday-Fore  part  of  the  day  split  up  woodi&  did  some  other  tti 
fles  gave  Hiram  a  J  ob  at  choping  for  2  days  &  halff,P  M  went  to 
the  congregational  Society  meeting, voted  for  the  settlement 
of  Mr  Marsh  which  was  carri’d  by  60  against  19  Messrs  Sam’l 
Saff ord^Elij  ah  Dewey.  &  Moses  Robins on* committe  to  give  Mr 
Marsh  a  call-Mr  Thomas  broke  &  swingl’d  5  lb  of  Flax  in  the 
P  M  he  did  this  for  Ira, Jonas  had  my  Waggon  to  go  dow  to  mill.!, 
brot  home  the  grist, I  carri’d  last  Saturday-he  us’d  it  the 
rest  of  the  day  geting  wood.  A  warm  smokey  day, at  night  it 
rain’d  a  little-a  good  deal  cloudy-it  has  been  the  warmest 
day  we’ve  had1  this?  year-  The  Robin  &  other  birds  common  at 
this  season  were?  musical  enough  this  morning,  in  some  warm 
spots  grass  springs  up  some-Our  last  snow  is  extinct-  I  never' 
knew  a  drier  nor  a  colder  Mark  — 
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let  Tuesday.  My  work  was  to  split  wood-Mr  Thomas  &  Ira  dres^  d 

20  lb  Flax  Hiram  finish’d  his  stint  a  little  P  M-measur’d 
out  10  bushels  of  Rye  for  Capt  Squire  which  I  receiv’d  pay 
for,  It  was  cool-cloudy  &  damp  this  morning-because  it 
rain’d  some  last  night-  in  the  P  M  clear-grew  cooler-had 
some  pretty  heavy  gusts  of  N  f  wind- 

2d  Wednesday  Finsih’d  dressing  Flax-There  was  39  lbs  8  oz 

Flax  broke  &  swingl’ d  today -Mr  Thomas  &  Ira  swingl’d-I  broke 
Hiram  did  the  same-but  a  great  deal  less  at  night  went  to 
School  meeting-  Miss  Lydia  Loomis- is  hir’d  to  teach  Sch 
ool-Last  night  there  was  a  large  frost  it  was  a  keen  coldd 
morning  but  grew  milder  from  that  time  sun  set-flying  clouds 
AM-clear  P  M  strong  wind  N  W 

3d..  Thursday -Mended  fences  in  A  M-P  M  split  &  pil’d  wood:  at 

Father’s  door-Ira  has  work’d  at  it  all  day  we  finish’d  at 
this  door-cold  this  morning  wind  N  W  clear  P  M  wind  in  South 

4th  Friday-Myself  Jonas  Ira  &  a  yoke  of  Oxen  &  1  horse  belong 

ing  to  me  work’d  on  Mt  Pleasant-Horam  work’d  at  Doct’r 
Swift’s  for  Thomas.  Warm  in  A  M  wind  in  S-in  P  M  cooler 
wind  N  W  spme  cloudy 

5  Saturday-Chief ly  devoted  to  taking  care  of  a  sick  Heifer- 
Had  Mr  Rice  to  her  twice-rode  in  to  town  in  P  M-Cold  morn 
ing-  Chilly  thro  the  day^werry  clear  &  pleasant  wind  N  W 

6  Sunday-  Mr  Stark  of  Pownal  preach’ d-Sky  was  hazy  a  strong 
chilly  South  wind 

77  Monday-The  first  seting  out  of  this  days-work  was  unfortu 

nate-it  happen’d  all  by  carelessness-  I  had  plac’d  the  cart 
&  oxen  at  the  ho re- dung -heap ,&  left  Hiram  shoveling  dung- 
but  he  didn’t  work  a  great  while  before  he  must  go  to  the 
House  to  drink-  he  hadn’t  got  quite  there-before  the  oxen 
started  &  run  against  the  waggon  House*tore  that  flat"  down, 
from  thence  over  the  Barn-yard-  bars^-split  a  bar-post  &  threw 
the  cart  topsyturvy -half  full  of  dung- the  cart  was  righted 
I  then  went 
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to  work  with  Hiram  till  I  went  to  town  in  the  P  M-Ira  work’d 
with  him  from  that  time  till  night-10  loads  of  horse- dung 
were  carri’dldut  to  day  mostly  in  to  the  Garden-  Chilly  in 
fore  part  of  the  day-  toward  night  milder  verry  cloudy  like 
ly  for  a  storm  wind  heavy  in  the  S  at  night  N  I' 

8th  Tuesday-  No  day  for  business^I  mov’d  a  little  hay  from  the 

great  barn  into  the  horse  Stable-  I  suppose  it  rain’d  a 
considerable  part^oft  last  night,it  however , turn* d  into  snow 
which  fell  in  verry  large  flakes^  till  nearly  the  middle^ 
of  the  day, it  then  struck  into  a  mist, which  was  succeeded 
by  squalls  of  fine  snow  with  wind’ll  W 

9th  We&nesday-My  house  encloses  chief  of  my  business  transacted 

this  day,l  receiv&d; between  5  &  6  hun’d  of  hay  from  Mr 
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Thomas  for  keeping  his  mare, I  also  reckon’d  &  settl’d  wfc 
with  him  he  ows  me  1  dollar  Ira  &  I  reckon’ d-he  owes  me 
9  days  works  I’ve  now  on  hand  25  l/2.  bushels  of  Rye, it  h 
has  been  a  snowy  squally  day, it  snowed  last  night-hard1 
for  cattle  wind  N  W 

Thursday  I  was  gone  all  day  over  to  Uncle  Stephen’s  with 
wafegon  &  Horses. he  mended  a  plough  with  several  otherr 
articles  of  less  note, of  which  I  shall  make  no  mention, 
Jonas  had  Ira  &  Hiram  to  work  for  him  together  with  my 
oxen  who  he  kept  busy  enough  drawing  Mrs  Street’ s  wood: 
from  Mt  Pleasant  to  the  Hollow  East  of  the  Lime  Kiln-  Tils' 
morning  the  snow  was  about  5  inches  in  depth  in  the  wobds 
in  open  land  it  was  blown  into  drifts, it  was  exceeding 
cold, but  it  seem’d  likely  for  a  pleasant  day-till  towards- 
noon  it  then  began  to  grow  cloudy-wind  began  to  blow-which 
caus’d  it  to  be  verry  squally  &  verry  uncomfortable  &  I 
think  nearly- as  cold  as  any  of  our  last  winters  weather 
especially  at  night  for  the  sun  was  n’t  out  of  sight+2 
hours^ before  the  frost  made  the  ground' as  firm  as  a  Rock 
wind  N  W 
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Friday -Ho  out  door  work  perform’d  this  day, I  was  however 
pretty  busily  employ’d  in  taking  care  of  the  cattle, my 
Father  &  I  had  to  administer  several  doses  of  boil’d  Ash 
bark  to  one  of  my  young  calves  who  was  verry  badly  swell’ del 
all  over,  &  refused  any  nourishment  all  day-  we  suppose  the 
little  fellow  was  poison’d: by  eating  Pokeweed  which  he 
pick’d  out  of  the  Hay-another  one  had  a  verry  poor  stomach 
from  the  same  cause, but  I  forc’d  some  milk  down  him-  The 
weather  was  terrible  for  this  season  for  it  has  been  so 
verry  cold  today  that  it  scarcely  thaw’ d:  any  in  middle 
of  the  day, the  sun  has  been  seen  all  day  thro  a  thick  haze- 
the  wind  has  been  verry  high  in  H  W  &  kept  the  snow  ina 
swift  motion.  Last  night1  v/as  an  extraordinary  cold  one. 

Saturday  I  went  with  Hiram  to  cut  wood  for  Mrs  Street, but 
neither  of  us  did  much  at  this  or  any  otherwork-f inding  it 
much  better  sleding  than  I  had  suppos’d  it  to  be ,1  went 
back  to  the  house  &  sent  Ira  with  a  horse-sled  up  to  some 
old  oak-wood  below  the  Lime  Kiln, it  was  now  noon. after 
dinner  Hiram  &  I  went  up  to  work, Ira  brot  one  small  load- 
as  far  as  the  dry-brook  &  there  chang’d  teams’ with  Jonas* 
the  lattertaking  my  horses  in  lieu  of  the  oxen  &  one  of 
his  horses  which  he  had  been  working  in  A  M-with  this  last 
-  team  Ira  drew  several  loads  of  Oak-wood  down  to  the  dry- 
brook, &  1  down  home*  Jonas  has  had  my  waggon  &  horses' this 
B  M  drawing  wood.  I  had  to  help  Ira  load  so  that  Hiram  nor 
I  didn’t  chop  any  great,  my  sick  calves  are  fast  recoverir^ 
The  ground  was  firmly  frozen, but  it  was  thoroughly  thawed 
before  night.it  has  been  some  cloudy, the  air  was  verry  raw 
&  chilly, much  xraxsx  windi&  N  W 

Sunday -Went  to  meeting, No  clouds  in  A  M  the  air  keen,P  M 
cloudy, strong  wind  N  W  the  snow  goes  off  from  the  open  lard 
considerably  being  now  only  in  drifts. 

Monday-A  M  My  Father  myself  &  Hiram  mended  the  old  brush 
gence  back  of  the  Barn  the  otherpart  of  the  Sheep-pasture 
fence  was  done  for  the  present^ we  turn’d  the  flock  out  to 
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16th 


16th 


17  th 


18th 


pasture  with  15  Lambs.  P  M  the  hoys  &  I  went  in  to  the  S 
Sugar-orchard-cut  &  split  so  as 
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to  load) the  body  of  a  Maple  Tree  which  made  2  Cart-loads 
Jonas  had  my  waggon  to  day-  The  morning  was  verry  promis 
ing-the  birds  were  quite  rej  oft*  d,  tout  the  ground  was  frozen 
&  the  air  was  sharp  &  chilly- the  ground  was- soon  thaw’d- 
the  N  W  windi  arose  with  the  sain,  so  that  the  P  M  was  cloudy 
&  cold  the  air  was  much  milder  than  twas  yesterday  .My  wheat 
looks  pmnising. 

Tuesday-Took  our  axes  went  &  cut  split;  &  pil’d  that  Oak- 
wood  which  Ira  drew  to  the  dry-brook- this  was  in  the  A  m 
nothing  occur* d  in  the  P  M  that  merits  much  attention  only 
Ira  &  my  Father,  got  in  a  load  of  hay  from  the  stack  in  to 
the  Barn  while  I  was  gone  on  an  errand  to  Mr  Gates, but 
didn’t  seehim.  In  A  M  sky  hazy- the  air  chilly  by  motion  of 
a $  steady  breeze  from  N  W  P  M  it  clouded  storm’d  or  I  might 
say  it  snow’d  moderately-  melted  as  it  fell-no  wind  milder 
than  the  A  M  or  yesterday. I  believe  the  wind  South  at  night 

Wednesday-  Fast  day-  didn’t  go  to  Church. Much  rain  fell  to 
say  with  some  thunder, clouds  thick  &  dark, wind  South  till 
nighti  when  it  was  high  N  W  didn’t  freeze  last  night, one 
calf  came  to  day  which  makes  8  Ms  in  No  beside  Mrs  Street’s 

Thursday -The  boys  &  I  bettled  dung  in  the  meadows-We  have 
now  15  young  Pigs  bro’t  by  3  Sows  2  of  which  are  yearlings. 
One  had  6  the  other  5-The  old  Sow  had  only  4-  I  had  intendA 
to  have  gone  to:  plowing  to-day, but  the  ground  being  so  w 
-et  I  shall  put  it  off  $111  Monday. The  Mountains  are  still 
cover’d  with  snow, vegetation  is  still  verry  backward, grass 
springs  out  a  little  oh  dry  land.  The  air  has  been  quite 
raw  &  chilly  especially  in  A  M-verry  cloudy  with  a  kind  ofC 
drizzlyrain-  Wind  strong  in  West-  clouds  broke  in  latter 
part  of  P  M-air  more  mild  at  nightVwind  N  W  Took  the 
money  for  2  bushels  of  Rye-charg’d  one  to  A  Waters- 

Friday  lat  in  the  ^AM  took  cart  &  oxen-Myselft I ra  &  Hiram 
were  kept  verry  busy  with  them  in  carriing  Jonas’s  horse- 
dung,  with  a  little  of  another  sort, from  Mrs  Street’s  barn, 
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where  he  kept  his  hors’s  this  winter, I  verrily  believe 
his  two  hors’s  have  eaten  more  hay  in  the  same  time  than  3 
of  mine  at  which  No  my  stable  will  average. thro’  the  whole 
winter  to  the  present  time.  I  got  out  15  loader  onto  the 
Cornfield  next  Tanbrook.I  shan’t  say  a  word  about  this  bam— 
Jonas  is  now  out  of  hayv  The  ground! void  of  frostl  this 
morning, but  the  wind  roar»dl&  it  snow’d  some  after  this  the 
clouds?  broke  away  &  seem’d  to  indicate  good  weatheri,but  it 
was  finally  a  chilly  windy  day-  pretty  cloudy  till  just  at 
nigh ti, it  was  then  clear-  wind  W  or  N  W 


19th 


20th 


21  e  t 


22d 


23rd 


24  th 


25th 


Saturday-A  M  Hiram  &  I  went  up  &  got  a  load  of  Posts  & 
Sap-troughs ,Ira  split  over-wood  P  M  sent  Dra  off  with  a 
waggon  load  of  Straw  for  Uncle  Stephen, I  took  the  cart  Sc 
Oxen  as  far  as  tte  lime-Kiln  here  I  left  the  cart  &  went  up 
to  Mt  Pleasant-got  a  couple  of  Oak  post-cuts  tumbl’d  them 
down  the  hill-then  with  the  oxen  drew  them  to  the  cart-here 
I  split  &  loaded-brot  them  from  hence  down  home , I  judg’d 
the  load! at  more  than  a  ton.  Ira  return’d  with  a  H’w  Plow 
of  Stephen  jun’ s  make.  Plying  Clouds-air  mild,tho’  in  the 
morn’g  it  »ain’ d  some  with  a  high  wind  yet  in  the  middle 
&  latter  the  day  there  was  no  wind, air  gentle ,  clear  at 
night  wind  H  W-  Por  the  first  time- at  night  I  heard  Progs': 
peep  some  say  they’ve  heard  them  a  fortnight  before  this** 

Sunday-  attended  divine  service.  White  frost  last  nighti,A 
warm  southardly  breeze  (from  the  S)  the  sky  was  cover’d 
by  a  thin  haze, such  weather  as  this  will  make  the  grass'1 
grow, my  winter  grain  looks  flourishing- 

Monday-  A  M  mended  some  fence, in  the  P  M  Hiram  &  I  plow’d 
that  part  of  the  Tracy-fild  E  of  the  brook, while  the  oxen 
were  breathing  we  mended  fences,  Ira  with  the  hors’ s  plow’d 
the  Field  next  the  Sheep-pasture  ;Pretty  cloudy  till  a  lit 
tie  before  night**being  then  more  brokenecloudy  at  eve  had" 
some  sprinkling  of  rain  in  the  fore  part  of  the  day-A  mode 
rate  S  wind  all  day.it  has  been  a  heavy-dull  sort  of  warm 
today* 
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Tuesday-Spent  the  A  M  in  mending  fences,! ra  &  Hiram  fol 
low’d  their  plows  the  latter  with  the  oxen,P  M  Hiram  &  I 
added  2  loads  of  horse-dung  to  that  already  in  the  garden- 
we  spread  the  dung,&  plow’d  the  gardens  Ira  finish’d  the 
Tracy-f ield,( where  both  teams  had  been  in, A  M  )  he  then 
finish’d  the  small  piece  in  the  meadow,S  of  the  house, 
Plying  clouds*  from  S  E  pretty  thick, stormy  on  E  moun’tjair 
temperate- 

Wednesday-  A  M  spread  dung, mended  Clark’ s~ Orchard-fence , 
put  the  2  oldest  calves  therein,  P  M  bot  4  Pear-trees , set- 
them  out;, went  down  (after  spreading  a  little  more  dung  on 
Tanbrook  field)  to  Capt  Horton’s  agreed  with  him  to  come 
Sc  engraft  in  our  orchard:1. Jonas  has  work’d  a  little  for  me^ 
Ira  &  Hiram  plow*  d  TanH* field-had  his  horse  for  a  part  of 
the  team-4  in  Ho-  pastures  on  high  land  look  green} meadows 
begin  to  come  on  slowly, In  the  morn’g  air  still, clouds 
compact  &  smothe,8  Oclock  a  moderate  breeze  began  to 
blow  from  N  W  clouds  broken, P  M  wind  strengthen’ d  ,HW  pretty 
clear  Sky 

Thursday-Jon»  &  I  dug  s ton*,  in  the  H  E  part  of  the  Sheep- 
pasture  Ira  &  Hiram  cart’d  10  loads  of  barn-manure  .All  the 
sno?/  is  now  of  sightiexcept  a  few  detach’  dl  pieces  on  Wood 
ford  Mts  &  Carpenter  hill-  Plying  clouds- with  a  chilly  wind 
H  W, some  frost  last  night, quite  cold  this  eve- 

Friday  Myself  &  Jonas:  have  been  digging  stone  in  the  W 
pasture  contiguous  to  the  young  Orchard.  I  ra  Sc  Hiram  cartd 
13-  loads  of  dung-had  but  1  cart-  Sky  seren*>air  chilly  in 
forepart,  of  the  day-  mild  toward  the  close  wind  H  W 


26th 


2?th 

28th 

29  th 

30th 

1st 


Saturday-  Dug  stone, &  mended  some  fence, before  it  stonamSd 
Ira  &  Hiram  carted  5  loads' of  dubg  on  to  the  field  adjoin 
ing  the  young  orchard.;  this  is  where  they*  ve  carried  all 
the  other  loads  -t  there  are  acres  in  what  has  been  plow’d 
since  Mond’y,In  the  fore  part  &  middle  of  this? 


APRIL  1806  71 

day  we’ve  experienc’d  a  verry  inclement  S  E  rain  mingl’d 
with  some  hail  in  the  P  M  it  didn’t  storm  much  of  any 
consequence, the  Mts  were  white  by  snow  in  this  part  of  the 
day  I  had  no  work  done, but  went  to  town  did  some  business' 
there-  The  wind  has  been  verry  chilly  from  S  E  thro, the 
day, in  the  evening  it  rain’d  slow  &  fine, 

Sunday-  Heard  Mr  John  Bavis  preach-  Mfli^hi’g  air  damp  & 
chilly- rest  of  the  day  mild, verry  cloudy  not  much  wind, 
wind  S  in  the  day-time  at  n’g  rain  N  W 

Monday  A  M  assisted  the  boys*' about  loading  the  cart-did 
some  other  trifles, P  M  Mr  Duncan  work’ d  here  while  Hiram 
was  gone  to  mill-  which  was  about  2  1/2  hours-he  took  his 
grists  &  went  home  &  return’d. the  hors-  we  finish’ d' cart 
ing  dung  some  time  before  night-put  a  load  of  hay  in 
to  the  horse  Stable  here  ends  the  labor  for  this  day*  Our 
hay  in  the  barn  is- now  consum’ d-were  only  1  1/2  Ton  left 
in  part  of  a  stack  &  some  in  horse  Stable  which  is  of  the 
first  rate, being  late, cut  hay  cattle  like  it  much  better- 
The  weather  was  quite  unsettl’d, in  A  M  it  dwies-  drizl’d 
next  to  &  on  the  Mountains-P  M  toward  night  had  quite  a 
showeri  in  this  quarter, wind  S  E  till  tow’d  eve-then  N  W 

Tuesday-J onas  &  I  work’ d  till  late  in  the  P  M  mending 
brush  fence  round  Mrs  Street’s  pasture-  Hiram  was  with  us 
till  1  in  the  P  M.I  then  sent  him  home  where  he  bor’d  a 
few  posts.  I  was  verry  much  spent  when  I  got  home, but  a 
supper  bro’t  me  to  life  again,  A  M  Ira  got  some  lime  up  to 
the  meeting  H  for  leaching,  he  &  Father  sat  out  4  E 
nglish  poplard  in  the  door  yard.P  M  Ira  cross^plow’d  in  th 
the  Tracy  field-  Verry  cloudy  A  M,P  M  more  broken, had  some 
rain, wind  H  W 

Wednesday-  A  M  Myself  &  Mr  Thomas- with  Hiram  spread  dung. 
Jonas  &  Ira  plow’d  former  with  Oxen, latter  with  hors’s 
P  M  Hiram  &  I  finish’d  spreading  dung  2  Oclock, after  this 
we  got  out  4  loader  of  manure,  Ira  finish’d  plowing 
his  piece  sun  an  hour  &  half  high, this  P  M  J onas  &  Mr  Thorn 
es- dug  Stone,  Flying  detach’d  clouds, high  wind, air  chilly, 
pretty  cool  at  night!  for  the  season 
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Thursday-  A  M  sow’ d  2  1/2  spring  wheat  on  to  an  acre  &  3/ 
it  was  plant’d  last  year  with  corni&  was  call’d  the  sheep, 
field  by  way  of  distinction  because  it  lies  next  to  the 
Sh  pasture , after  I  had  finish’d  sowing, I  help&d  the  boys- 
some  about!  plowing  in  the  seed. Ira  has  plow’d  in  seed  all 
the  hors’s  Hiram  has  harrow’d  afterhim,  they  finil 
ed  the  piece, in  the  P  M  I  made  Garden.Mr  Thomas  &  Jonas 
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2nd 


3d 


4  th 

5  th 


7  th 


dug  stone  all  day, I  shall  here  give  the  NO  of  my  cattle, 
1st  10  Cows  1  Yoke  of  Oxen  2d  2,3  years  old  4th  7,2 
years  old,  5th  6  Yearlings  &  8  calves, all  in  good  health 
save  2  viz  a  young  cow,&  a  n  year  old  steer  belonging  to 
Hiram-  both  will  do  well  as  soon  as  grass  grows, the  heifer 
Ifv  nurs’d, by  giving  her  corn  &  keeping  her  in  the  meadow, 
there  are  28  Sheep  &  16  Lambs j of  the  horse-kind, we  have 
4, exclusive  of  Ira’s  span.  Our  young  cattle  ran  out  in  the 
woods  today, kept  the  cows  at  home, we’ve  got  a  sufficiency 
of  good  straw  besides  the  hay  I  mentioned  the  other  day, 
Forest  trees  are  about  as  naked  as  they  were  a  month  ago. 
Fruit  trees  about  the  same, there’s  sane  wild  flowers  in  the 
woods jgrass  comes  on  slowly-It  was  verry  cloudy  &  windy 
all  the  morn’g.a  little  before  noon  there  was  a  smart 
squll  of  rain, with  some  hail, in  P  M  verry  squally, high  cod 
cold  wind  N  W 


Friday-  I  have  sown  2  small  (small)  pieces  with  Oatsithe 
one  S  of  the  house  in  the  meadow  which  Ira  plow’d  in, in  AM 
Hiram  harrow’d  after  him  the  otheris  the  E  side  of  Tracy- 
field,this  Hiram  harrow’d  in,while  Ira  c*»«ee-f insih’ d 
cross  plowing  on  the  W  side,  I  completed  one  square  in  the 
garden  for  planting. Mr  Thomas  &  Jonas  have  been  diging 
stone  in  the  W  pasture, high  flying  clouds-  with  a  steady 
cold  wind  from  the  N  W  The  tops  of  the  trees, on  E  Mt  had 
snow  on  them  till  10  oclock  A  M  Goose-berry  bushes  are 
leaving  out 


Saturday*  It  was  10  oclock  A  ,  when  I  finish’d  sowing. whih 
was  on  the  W  side  of  Tracy  field  about  an  acre  of  it  is 
sown  with  Flax  seed- on  the  S  end,N  end,  is  sown  with 
Barley,  Hiram  harrow’d  it  in,  I  guess  Ira  carted  12  loads 
of  manure  on  to  the  triangular  field-  all  this  I  help’d 
him  do-  also,  have  assist’d  Jonas  about  his  part  of  the 
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Garden  &  plant’d  principal  part  of  my  own, in  the  morning 
some  white  frost  air  smelt  sweet, A  few  clouds  in  the  E, 

P  M  clear  till  a  little  before  night  it  was  then  some 
cloudy/ wind  N  W-  a  verry  spring  like  day- 


Sunday  didn’t  attend  meeting. A  pretty  warm  day  some 
sloudy  wind  S-  Briar-  Elder  &  willow  are  leaving  out- 


Monday  Spent  chief  of  my  time^ the  garden-  Jonas  with  me, 

Mr  Thomas  has  spread  dung  to  day-  Ira  &  Hiram  both  plow’d 
A  M  the  latter  carri’d  out  some  dung  P  M  Ira  kept  the  hor&s 
agoing  till  night, this  was  on  the  field  next  to  Y’g  Orchard 
It  was  verry  smokey  thro  the  whole  day  &  cloudy  too  in 
fore  part  of  it  with  a  iiioea  few  drops  of  rain, less  so  in 
P  M,it  was  also  verry  warm,  till  middle  P  M  the  wind  then 
blew  considerably  from  N  W, grass  grows  finely-only  24  hours 
has  produc’d  a  great  change  in  all  kinds  of  vegetation- 
Wheat  &  Rye  are  in  a  verry  thriving  state-currant  bush  has 
put  forth  its  leaves,  the  Elm-Black  cherry  &c  are  fast 
approaching  to  a  vivid  hue-othertrees  are  not  far  behind 
them- 


Tuesday-A  M  mended  the  Shad-bone  fence  between  the  Y-Orhard 
&  the  plow-field , in  which  Ira  ft  Hiram  have  been  plowing 


with  a  tem  of  four*- they  finish’d  it  at  noon.  P  M 
they  plow’d  Adam’s  Garden, I  mendedf ence , th  Turn-pike 
comitte  ran  a  line  thro  our  land  this  P  M.The  air  was  xx 
clear  &  coil  with  windclNo  W  till  P  M  when  it  was  much 
warmer  &  some  smokey,at  night  cloudy  wind  S  Apple-trees 
are  becomiing  green, some  have  put  out  their  verdure  while 
otherers  are  in  bud,  I  saw  a  fire  over  in  IT  Taunton-to 
warm  themselves  by  I  suppose- 

Tth  Wednesday-A  M  did  a  number  of  triff les-plant* d  a  few 

potatoes  &c-Ira  mended-  Shad-bone*f ence-next  to  the  Sh’p 
pasture.  P  M  The  boys  &  I  mended  fences  S  end  of  the  Farm 
Messrs  Thomas  &  Gates  had  the  Oxen  &  hors’s^ 
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to  plow  with, In  AM  it  was  of  a  heavy  warm, verry  clptady, 
in  the  P  M  we  had  a  slow  drizzling  rain, which  lasted  an 
hour  or  2, it  was  much  cooler  than  in  the  A  M,the  clouds 
hung  on  thw  moun’tns  the  W  N  W  it  has  been  verry  smokey- 

8th  Thursday-  Jonas  &  I  went  up  in  order  to  dig  stone-  we 

finally  work’d  at  the  business  long  enough  to  get  a 
small  soaking  Ira  began  to  plow  some  itt  befo*  it  rain’d, 
about  2  P  M  we  got  out  to  work  again, The  boys- plow’d  & 

I  pilled  or  piled  a  few  stones, near  the  plow-field, 
turn’d  out  eadly,It  began  to  rain  about  10  A  Mj continu’ d 
jt±S&£  until  2  P  M,it  began  to  rain  again  just  night  con 
tinti’d  so  till  I  went  to  bed, Maple  begin  to  shew  them 
selves-Wild  plum  blossomed. The  wind  strong  in  the  S  to  day 
air  cool*  N  B  our  hors’s  are  all  out  to  grass'- the  work 
hors’ s?  excepted- 

9th  Friday  A  M  Jonas  &  I  dug  stones?-  the  Boys  plow’ d, nothing 

done  P  M  The  air  some  chilly  in  the  A  M  Wind  IT  W-verry 
cloudy, in  the  P  M  it  rain’d  hard  &  verry  stead  with  high 
windlN  W-  It  is  that  or  the  Shadtree  that  has  blown  out'^ia 
stead  of  the  plumb* tree-menti on’ d  yesterday- 

10th  Fri day-Sat urday-We  were  verry  busy  in  mending  fences;The 

Mountains  were  white  with  snow- it  lay  on  the  tops  of  the 
trees  till  noon, the  air  was  chilly-flying  clouds  win&'N  W 

11th  Sunday-Heard  a  New  minister^but  did  not  learn  his  name* 

A  white  frost  last  nighty the  air  was  chilly-clear  with 
some  flying  clouds-We  turn’d  our  cows  out  to  grazes  in 
the  pasture* 

12th  Monday-  Not  to  be  particular* it  will  suffice  to  say, that 

the  boys  cross-plow’ d  in  the  A  M  Jonas  furrow’d  a  piece 
containg  2  A’ s  two;  P  M  he  furrow’d,  an 
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other  field  of  the  same  bigness-one  way-  2  Acres  planted 
with  Corn  one  only  2  an  acre  plow’ d, Billing  Thomas  rode 
horse. A  pretty  fair  day,  air  temperate  cool  breezes  N  W 
at  night  S  W  Snow  still  on  the  mountains*  Our  Spring  wheat 
8  a  comin6  up-  Thro’  hurry  &  forgetfulness  I  omited 


13  th 


14 


15 


16  th 


mentioning  that  out  last  rain  storm  was  a  very  severe 
one, and  that  a  large  quantity  of  water  fell  at  the  time, 
which  has  raised  the  streams  a  good  deal- 

Tuesday  I  shall  use  brevity  in  speaking  of  this  day, We 
planted  about  3  Acres  with  corn  8c  Potatoes  .beside  2  rows 
of  Potatoes  around  a  field  before  plant1 d  with  corn, beside 
Jonas  8c  Ira, Adam  work’d  for  me  to  day, Mr  Duncan  from  mid 
die  of  P  M  till  night, It  is  so  that  I  can  say  I  have 
finish’d  planting  for  this  season,  the  No  of  acres  planted 
are  about  5-in  3  fields*  Vegetation  comes  forward  verry 
rapidly  A  midling  warm, but  some  cloudy  &  some  smokey  day 
wind  Souths 

Wednesday  A  M  Jonas  &  I  set  the  bean  polls, planted  beans 
8c c  did  some  otherr Trifles  such  as  housing  the  Sleds-Ira 
took  the  hors’ s  &  plow’d  some  for  Adam  Ira  &  Hiram  under 
took  to  pile  stone  in  the  Meadow, toward  noon, but  the  rain 
beat  them  off, in  the  P  M  I  reckon’d  with  Adam  Waters  8c 
found  that  he  is  indebted  to  me  1  dollar  &  21  cents ,no 
other  business  done  this  P  M  at  least  of  importance  ,1 1 
was  verry  cloudy  thi3  morn’g  &  smokey  along  toward  noon 
it  began  to  rain, so  that  the  P  M  was  wtt. at  might  be  term’d 
a  broken  one  Wind  in  the  S-  cold- the  Peach, plumb  8c  some 
of  the  young  Cherry  trees  have  put  forth  their  blossoms* 
My  Oats  Barley  8c  Flax  have  come  up  &  look  pretty  well  too. 
Forrests  on  the  low  landr  have  become  quite  green, The 
Beach  among  many  other  trees  has  just  shot  out  its  leaves, 
tho’  the  small  or  young  trees-  of  that  sort  are  still  in 
the  bud.  Q  I  shall  set  out  for  Dr  Hopkins’s  to  morrow  8c 
shall  leave  this  Journal  to  kept  until  my  return, by  my 
son,Benj  Harwood*  My  Father  having  given  this  in  to  my 
care, I  shall  follow  the  King  of  Prussia’s  mode  of  writing, 
I  S 
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I  shall  not  use  the  words  I  8c  Me, but  write  the  same  as  if 
I  were  a  lookerro n-  Hiram  Harwood- 

Thursday-  Mr  Harwwod  began  his  journey  after  getting  every¬ 
thing  in  readios.  About  i  in  the  P  M-  this  A  M  Jonas  &  Ira 
mended  Fence-  Hiram  was  with  them  after  he  had  written  a 
letter  to  his  uncle  Jared, in  the  P  M  Jonas  8c  Ira  plow’dd 
&  fenc’d  a  vineyard-*  Hiram  &  his  GrandlFather  assisted. 

The  Oxen  &  work  hors’s  were  turn’d  out  to  pasture-  we  have 
about  a  100  cwt  of  hay  left  &  some  straw  beside, some- time 
ago  the  Elm  was  mention’d  as  being  verry  forward,but  this- 
was  a  mistake^  for  it  is  only  in  the  budiat  this  time.  Tho 
it  may  be  that  some  leaves  have  come  out,  It  was  a  good 
day  for  business  sane  flying  clouds, cool  wind  N  W 

Friday -morning  the  first  job  of  any  consequence, was  to 
pare  the  feet  of  several  of  the  most  roguish  Sheep  in  the 
Flock, some  of  these  poor  animals  had  to  be  encumber’d  withe 
heavy  clogs  8c  have  their  feet  par’d  till  they  almost1  bled, , 
after  this  affair  was  over, Jonas  Ira  &  Hiram  8c  his  Grand- 
fathar,pull’ d  cockle  from  out  of  the  Wheat, P  M  Jonas  &  the 
Boys- heap’d  stones- in  N  Meadow. the  old  gentleman  sow’d  hay 


17th 


18th 


19th 


20th 


seed  on  to  the  groud:,it  being  poorly  stock1  d  before, 

Mr  Duncan  had  5  bushels  of  Potatoes  here  today,  Mr 
Hunt  had  2  Bhls  of  Rye  of  us ,  A  Sugar  Pedlar  came  along 
here  just  at  night-  more  shall  be  said  of  him  to  morrow, 

A  fair  day-some  cloudy  wind  in  the  North  West- 

« 

Saturday,  Jonas  was  gone  to  Hoosac,Ira  had  to  go  (in  the 
morn’g)  &  find  Jonas  Wetherbee  Mare  &  after that  help  his 
Father  ring  a  couple  of  Hogs, all  of  this  done  He  &  Hiram 
went  &  help’d  Mr  Thomas  plant  his  corn  on  bad  hoeing-  it 
being  green  sward  badly  plow’d 
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The  Boys  got  there  about  9  in  A  M,Ira  staid  till  after 
dark, but  Hiram  start’d  for  home  before  Sun-down, this  field 
belongs  to  Mr  J  Cushman. The  weather  was  fine  today, some 
smokey  in  the  A  M..  but  clearer  in  the  P  M,midling  warm-with 
wind  N  W-  The  whippoorwill  was  heard  eity night".  The  Ped 
ler  spoken  of  yesterday  gave  us  15  lbs  of  sugar  for  2  Bhle"’ 
of  Rye  the  sugar  at  8  pence  per  lb  &  Rye  at  5/o  per  bhl 
Every  days  sunshine  produces  great  alteration  in  the  bega 
table  world. Wheat  grows  verry  thrivingly  Theres  2  acres  of 
Rye  in  Mr  Harwoods  Wheat-field  that  does  not  look  verry 
promising ,tho  it  may  be  good  Rye  yet,his  Wheat  was  the- 
clearestt  f rom  cockle  this  year  of  any  he  has  had  sane  sea¬ 
sons  back- 

Sundayv  Those  that  attend  public  worship, went  either  on 
foot;  or  on  Horse-back  one  Horse  being  gone, so  that  the  wag 
gon  couldn’t  be  tackl’d  Warm  &  a  litti  smokey, a  few  thin 
light  clouds iwind  from  N  W  fore  part  of  the  day-at  night 
South, many  trees  are  now  leav’d  out  on  the  mount’ n, some 
Apple  Trees  have  begun  to  blossom, Cherry-tree  too,  The  oldi 
mare  brot  a  fine  colt  las  Friday  night- 

Monday  A  M  J onas  &  Hiram  dug  stone.  Ira  went  up  to  Major 
Norton’s  and  got  the  Dutch  Mare  shod  &  piled  5  heaps  of  s 
stones, in  the  P  M. all  three  dug  stones,  Good  weather, 
pretty  warm  fore  part  of  the  day, but  in  the  P  M  some 
eoolex’i-wind  in  the  N  W  till*  toward  night, it  was  then  in  the 
South, a  little  smokey-thin  hazy  clouds-  Mr  Wm  Norton  had 
5  bhle  potatoes  here  today. The  Walnut , Butternut  Asha  or  to 
spell  it  rights  Ash  &  Black-birch  have  just  put  out  theirr 
leaves , Straw-berry- vines  &c  are  in  blow. 

Tuesday-  All  the  Sheep  except  the  few  that  were  done  before 
had  to  have  their  feet  par’ d .afterthis  was  done<-,J onas  & 
Hiram  went  to  dgging 
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stones  in  P  M  they  or  at  least  Jonas  laid  upwards-  of  a  rod 
of  wall, which  is  about  3  feet  thick  &  4  1/2  high, he  began 
his  wall  at  the  S  E  corner  of  the  West  pasture.This  pasture 
is  bound’d  on  the  North  by  the  Young  orchard  West  by  the 
Woods- pasture , South  by  a  pasture  lying  between  it  Captl 
Norton’s  line- &  the  Sug’  Orchard, East  by  the  Tracy  field 
Hiram  drew  stones, Ira  work’d  for  Jonas  with  the  Hors’s  at 


21  set 


22d 


23d 


24th 


drawing  Board  &  wood  for  Dr  Swift.In  the  fore  part  of 
the  day  it  was  a  good  deal  smokey*  some  cloudy-the  air 
was  pretty  warm  in  A  M  but  in  the  P  M  it  was  cool’d  by 
a  Southern  breeze-sighns  of  rains-.  Grandfather  put  up  a 
new  pair  of  bars  to  the  Garden- 

Wednesday-Jonas  laid  3  Rods- of  wall  &  assisted  some  in 
drawing'  heavy  stones.  Mr  Thomas  &  Hiram  drew  stones,Ira 
was  unable  towarlt  to  day.  Not  so  warm  This  A  M  as  yesterd 
day  in  the  same  part  of  the  day  at  the  same  time  it  was 
warm  weather, in  the  P  M  it  grew  a  good  deal  colder  toward 
night  by  having  a  cold  chilly  wind  from  S  E,it  was  smokey, 
some  cloudy  at  night, a  ridge  of  them  hung  on  the  E  Moun 
tain- 

Thursday-  Jonas  laid  2  Rods  of  wall  to  day  besides  help 
ing  draw  all  the  large  Stones  &  digging  too.  A  M  Duncan  & 
Hiram  were  kept  verry  busy  drawing  small  Stones,  Hiram 
met  with  a  small  misfortune  just  at  night  by  having  his 
arm  cs,ught  between  sharp  stone  and  a  large  pry  as  it  fell 
to  the  ground, he  was  verry  careless  or  it  wouldn’t  have 
been  done.  Ira  with  the  Waggon  &  Hor’s  remov’d  the  fence 
on  the  line  of  this  wall  all  only  that  which  is  on  the  N 
North  of  the  Sugar-orchard-  This  is  stand ing -the  rails 
which  Ira  remov’d  were  erect’d  into  a  fence  by  his  Fatheri 
oil  the  E  side  of  the  Sugar-orchard, he  laid  most  of  it  4 
rails  in  height,  it  begins  at  Capt  Norton’s  line  &  runs 
North  till  it  strikes  the  line  of  the  New  wall.  The  old 
gentleman  was  much  beat  out 
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at  night  after  laying  45  Rod  of  rail  fence,  Mr  Bliss  hdd  a 
bushel  of  Rye  here  of  Jonas  ,Mr  John  Stockwell  had  yester 
day  bhls  potatoes  &  bhl  to  day-Corn  just  begins 
come  out  of  the  ground  on  gravelly  ground, to  guard  against 
Crows-  Corn  is  sown  over  the  ground, The  sky  was  somewhat": 
clouded  in  the  morning-but  pretty  clear  the  rest  of  the 
day-  Wind  S-temperate 

Friday -Jonas  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  about  4  Rods  of 
his  wall  laid  up  Mr  Thomas  &  Ira  drew  stones  in  the  A  M 
with  the  Oxen  the  off  ox  complain’d  dreadfully  of  the  heat 
so  that  he  had  to  be  turn’d  out  before  noon  in  the  P  M 
the  Stones  were  drawn  by  Hors’s,Mr  Duncan  &  Hiram  dug 
stones-  In  the  A  M  the  sky  was  clear, but  was  clouded  some 
in  P  M  by  smoke  there  were  several  fires  on  the  mountains 
to  day  in  Pownal-  Last  night  was  a  cold  one-some  frost, 
it  was  pretty  cold  this  morng  but  rather  temperate  the 
rest  of  the  day;  Wind  N  in  A  M,  P  M  South-Apple-trees  at 
blooming  heigth  Strawberry  blows  pretty  plenty  this  season 

Saturday  in  the  A  M  Jonas  &  Ira  went  on  to  the  West  side 
Mt  Anthony  to  assist  in  puting  out  a  fire  which  has  been 
there  8  day  or  2-  it  was  righ^ht  above  Mr  Stamard’ s  im 
provements  &  on  his  land, but  had  not  got  this  side  of  the 
Mt  it  is  said  to  have  done  some  damage. Jonas  &  Ira  return’d 
about  noon, while  they  were  absent  Mr  Thomas  drew  stones- 
with  the  hor’s  Mr  Duncan  &  Hiram  dug  stones.  P  M  all  hands 
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Sheep, after  this  was  done  Mr  Thomas  Mr  Duncan  Jonas  &  Iaa 
finish’d  pileing  Stones  in  the  North  Meadow-Hiram  after 
washing  Sheep  went  on  to  the  Court  House  hill  in  order 
to  get  a  Book, was  hinder*  d',did  not  get  home  till  Sun  1  1/2 
high, he  felt  rather  weak-went  to  writing-  The  fire  was 
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not  entirely  extinguish’d  in  the  A  M  for  it  began  to 
smoke  a  good  deal  so  as  to  alarm  those  who  were  mostt 
interest’d  in  it- they  went  up  again  in  P  M  &  put  a  stop 
to  it. It  is  said  that  some  of  Mr  Freeborn  Watson’s  Boys 
first  set  this  fire-  The  sky  was  clear  some  of  the  time 
&  some  of  the  time  cloudy  wind  South  at  night!  pretty 
warm  in  P  M.Corn  comes  up  pretty  well  &  it  is  fear’d  to 
well  for  some  of  it  comes  up  by  the  roctsesome  by  Crows 
&  some  by  Squirrele-Corn  is  sown  r&und  all  our  Cornfields 
most  expos’d-  10  Rods  of  wall  laid  this  week- 

Sunday  in  the  P  M  Ira  tackl’d  waggon  &  went  to  Church-It 
has  been  warm  day- the  sky  was  smokey-not  much  cloudy  till 
P  M  towards-  night  we  had  a  short  shower,  accompanied  with 
thunder, This  Grower  was  a  timely  one  this  will  revive  grass 
&c  a  good  deal, wind  N  W 

Monday  Jonas  laid  4  P.odsof  wall-  in  the  A  M  Mr  Thomas  drew 
stones-^ with  the  Oxen, Hiram  was  gone  to  mill  with  the  work 
hors’s-or  they  would  have  us’d  them  instead  of  Oxen,  Mr 
Duncan  dug  stones  in  the  A  M  but  did  not  work  in  the  P  M 
in  the  P  M  Mr  Thomas  &  Hiram  drew  stones  with  the  hors’s 
Ira  took  the  old  Pay  Mare  &  went  in  quest  of  a  horse 
af tertraveising  half  Pownal,he  retunn’d  about  5PM  with 
out  finding  any  he  then  took  one  of  his  own  span  &  went 
down  to  Gen.  Walbridge’s  but  what  luck  he  met  with) there 
is  not  known.  Pretty  cloudy  in  the  morng-  but  was  clear 
along  toward  noon-thin  hazy  clouds  in  the  P  M  it  has  been 
a  very  good  day  for  business^ cool  breezes  from  N  W  yester 
days  rain  liven’d  up  grain  verry  much.  Beans-some  of  the 
earliest  planted  Potatoes  &  some  cucumbers  have  come  up. 
Garden  vegetables  in  general  have  come  up, some  Rye  heads? 
have  come  out  full  lenght  while  others  are  half  out, few 
of  the  Apple  trees  that  bore  last  year , blossom’ d  this  year 
it  was  somewhat  smokey  today. Ira  found  a  very  likely  horse 
att Mathews’ s -bargain  private,  be  got  Home  late  4t  night* 
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Tuesday  Mr  Thomas  &  Mr  Duncan  work’d  on  the  Highway  for 
Mr  Harwood, &  Hiiram  continu’d  too, Jonas  &  Wra  work’d  for 
themselves.  The  sun  has  not  shone  realy  clear  thro  the 
whole  day  because  of  the  smoke, the  air  was  cool’d  by  a 
steady  Southern  breeze, the  clouds  curdley  &  began  to  gathe 
in  the  North-West, for  3  or  4  days  past  there  has  been  a 
pretty  brisk  fire  on  the  35  Mountain  in  Pownalmnot  far  fran 
Gov’r  Robinson’s  pine  Lot- 

Wednesday  Jonas  &  Ira  work’d  on  the  Highway  for  Mr  Benj 
Harwood  &  his  son  also,  It  was,  warm, dry,  smokey  &  cloudy. 

Rain  is  now  wanting  some  of  the  time  the  wind  was  in  the  S 
and  some  of  the  time  N  W~ 
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Thursday  Mr  Harwood  had  4  men  on  the  Highway-Jonas-half 
a  day,  Mr  Gates  whole  day  Mr  Thomas  &  Hi  ram- one  span  of 
Horses  all  day,  so  that  Mr  Harwood  has  work’d  out  all 
his  Highway  rate  except  40  cents, which  is  to  be  put  on 
to  his  tsrwn  road.  The  sky  was  clear  from  clouds  in  the 
A  M  tho’  it  was  pretty  smokey  &  quite  warm, in  the  fore 
part  of  the  P  M  the  wind  blew  fresh  from  N  W  so  that  it 
eool’d  the  air  a  good  deal  many  flying  clouds, but  the 
sky  vras  verry  serene  toward  night  &  not  so  smokey. The 
fire  in  Pownal  is  pretty  small  it  has  been  driven  up  the 
mount  so  as  to  be  out  of  the  way. This  day  make  the  2d 
that  Mr  Gates  has  work’d  for  Mr  Harwood  on  the  Roads- 

Friday  in  the  A  M  the  Sheep  were  shear’ d  by  Jonas  &  his 
Father  except  3  that  Ira  shear’ d, he  had  bad  luck  in  not 
finding  a  good  pair  of  Shears- after  runing  from  one 
place  to  another  &  being  disappointed  at  every  one  he 
finally  bo’t  a  New  pair.,  late  in  the  A  M  Mr  Thomas  &  Him® 
went  to  drawing  stones, this  was  cjjiief  of  their  business 
thro*  the  day  in  the  P  M  Jonas  laid  3  Rods  of  Wall  &  Ira 
dug  stones-  The  countenance  of  the  Sun  was  like  blood 
at  rising  but  soon  hid  himself  behind  the  clouds  for  it 
has  been  verry  cloudy  thr  the  whole  of  this  day  with  many 
signs  of  rain, it  sprinkled  some  in  the  middle  of  day  & 
rain’d  a  little  at  night  wind  S  Verry  smoke  indeed  more 

than  ordinary-  warm 
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Saturday  Jonas  laid  up  3  Rods  of  Wall, Mr  Stockwell  &  Ira 
drew  the  stones  in  the  P  M  they  drew  a  few  loads  with 
the  cart  &  Oxen, this  is  the  first  time  the  cart  has  been 
us’d  at  this  wall, the  Hors’s  work’d  on  the  Boat  today. 
Mr  Thomas  dug  stones  Hiram  -was  with  him, the  latter  at 
night  had  to  take  a  load  of  wood  over  to  Mr  Gates’s  for 
his  uncle  Jonas- it  was  verry  cloudy  all  the  forepart  of 
the  day-had  many  signs  of  rain,but  in  the  P  M  the  clouds 
began  to  break  away  so  that  it  finally  clear’d  off  in  the 
evening. pretty  warm  till  toward  night'  when  it  was  some 
eooler  wind  Still  some  time  P  M  it  was  then  in  the  N  W 
the  whole  length  of  our:  wall  is  20  rods'&  what  has  been 
thrown  up  this  week  is  10  rods.  Black-cherry  is  in  blow- 
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Sunday  -morning  Hiram  went  up  to  Mr  Zach  Harwoods  with 
the  waggon  &  Hors’s  &  brot  Lcinda  home,  Ira  went  to  meet 
ing  with  the  good  people  of  the  house, Mr  Wrathbone  preach’d 
The  weather  was  pretty  warm  &  cloudy  with  wind  in  the 
South, in  the  P  M  we  had  a  driving  shower: of  rain  which 
lasted  2  or  3  hours, the  sun  shone  out  a  little  after;  tie 
rain, the  air  was  verry  pure  &  much  cooler  than  before  te 
the  showers  The  Birds  are  verry  musical  at  the  return  of 
fair  weather, it  seem’dto  put  new  life  in  to  everything 
almost  all  our  vegetables  had  a  suffer’d  for  want  of  rain 
many  spots  in  wheat-fields  had  turn’ s  a  kind  of  yellow 
couloer,but  this  rain  will  bring  (its)  it  to  its  natural 
verdure-  It  must  be  remark  that  this  storm  was  attended 
with  considerable  Thunder* 
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Monday  In  the  A  M  the  Tanbrook  field  North  part  was 
hoed  out  &  a  number  of  rows  in  the  Triangular  field 
in  the  P  M  this  field  was  finish’d  off  Mr  Thomas  &  Mr 
Stockwell  hoed  here  today-  Ira  didn’t  get  into  the  field 
till  9  this  morn* g  till  that  time  he  was  absent  on 
business  of  his  own,  Hiram  was  one  that  hoed  today, 

Jonas  plow’d  among  corn  Loan  Dewey  rode  horse-  In  con 
sequence  of  a 
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Neighbor’s  Geese  having  pull’d  up  many  hills  of  corn 
in  Tan’b  field  Potatoes  &  Beans  had  to  be  plant’d  in 
its  stead, Mr  Thomas  &  Jonas  say  t&ey  never  saw  pumkin- 
vines  look  better  at  this  season  than  they  do  in  the 
last  mention’d  field. NB  Jonas  fill’d  off  many  of  his 
hens  &  shut  the  rest  up, when  he  found  they  had  pull’dri 
corn-  The  wind  was  high  in  the  N  W  this  morning, cool 
&  cloudy, perhaps  it  would  be  proper  to  call  this  morn’g 
a  cold  one  for  it  was  quite  chilly  &  uncomfortable-  The 
P  M  was  verry  clear  &  a  good  deal  warmer, at  night  the 
wind  was  tho’t  to  be  in  the  South- 

Tuesday  morning  Jonas  &  the  rest  of  his  men  work’d  in 
the  Garden. till  8  oclock  they  then  went  &  hoed  till 
noon-  Mr  Thomas  &  Mr  Stockwell  work’d  here  this  A  M. 

No  work  done  here  in  the  P  M-all  went  to  training,  The 
sky  was  a  little  hazy  with  wind  in  the  South, the  morn 
ing  was  cold , everything  in  the  open  air  was  wet  with  a 
he  avy  dew  that  fell  last  night, it  has  been  a  pretty  warm 
day-nere  ends  ray  Journal, my  Father  arriv’d  here  about 
neon  today, if  ther’ s  anything  to  be  said  of  his  journey, 
it  is  probable  he  will  say  it  himself-here  stands  my 
name  ----  Hiram  Harwood, son  of  Benj’n  Harwood- - 

Wednesday, I  shall-not  say  anything  of  my  journey  till  I 
have  a  better  opportunity , time  at  present  will  not. (at) 
admit  of  it-  Afterpulling  weeds  in  the  Garden  awhile  wew 
went  to  hoeing  corn  &  Im  glad  to  say  that  I  have  done 
hoeing  for  the  first  time, it  was  1  in  the  P  M  when  we  got 
thro’  with  it, the  rest  of  the  P  M  we  dug  stones,  Mr 
Stockwell  work’d  for  me  till  noon  I  then  dismiss’d  him 
his  work  here  has  been  for  Potatoes  he  had  while  I  was 
gone  4  bushels- so  that  he  has  a  little  over-paid  me, his 
work  3/0  day  Potatoes  2/0  per  bhl-  Mr  Duncan  work  for  me 
today, Jonas  &  Ira  too-  Verry  clear  day, cold  morn’g  but 
warm  day  wind  S  at  night- 

Thursday  Jonas  lenghten’d  the  wall  4  ®ods,I  dug  stones 
till  toward  noon  I  then  took  the  Hors’s  &  boat  from  the 
Boys  &  set  them  to  diging  (they  had  before  this  been  to 
work  with  the  hors’s  &  didn’t  go  quite  so  spry  as  I 
wish’d  to  have  them  ) 
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in  the  P  M  the  Boys  went  with  the  cart  &  oxen  drawing 
small  siz’d  stones  I  went  myself  with  the  Boat  &  hors’s 
drawing  in  big  ones  for  f oundation, (I ’ ve)  my  hors’s 
plagu’d  me  some  today, one  of  them  didn’t  understand  the 
game  verry  well, but  they  did  pretty  well-It  has  been  a 


warm  day, the  sky  hazy- thick  clouds  in  the  South 
thro*  the  whole  day, wind  IT  W  until  a  little  "before 
night  it  was  then  S-  I  must  say  that  I  was  verry  tir’  d 
(to)  at  night- 

6  Friday  in  the  AMI  carted  Stones ,the  Boys  went  with 

the  hors’s  Sc  Boat7: 1  turn’d  out  my  Oxen  a  little  before 
noon  &  didn’t  get  them  up  again  today.  The  Boys  kept  their 
team  agoing  till  night.  P  M  I  assisted  brother  Jonas 
about  laying  wall  rods  of  it  has  been  laid  today-The 
fore  part  of  this  day  was  verry  warm, the  heat  was  moreo 
tolerable  in  the  P  M  because  the  air  stir’d  more,lin 
fore  part  of  P  M  wind  N  but  at  night  S  W.  There  was  a  liae 
of  clouds  in  the  Eastern  part  the  horizon  in  the  A  M 
otherwise  it  was  pretty  clear, in  the  P  M  in  P  M  there 
were  many  t&under-heads  in  sight, who  seem’d  to  menace  a 
shower  ,but  we  had  none  of  that,  for  which,  we  so  much  wish’d 
dfidtant  thunder  heard 

7th  Saturday  Jonas  Sc  I  laid  about  5  Hods  of  wall.I  have  done 

building  wall  for  the  present!  on  this  side  of  the  pasture 
The  ¥  end  of  the  wall  strikes  the  N  E  corner  of  our  Sugar 
orchard, its  length  is  38  rods  including  a  bar-way  4  paces 
wide, Hiram  &  Ira  drew  stones  with  the  Boat  &  hors’s^Jonas 
Sc  I  had  to  dig  some  stones  in  the  P  M  It  has  been  hot  day, 
still  there  were  cooling  breezes  from  the  Southard, in  the 
morning  the  clouds  ran  low, it  was  a  good  deal  cloudy r thro 
the  day, wind  S-  Black-berry-brambles  have  begun  to  blow 
out. Strawberries  just  begin  to  fcipen-corn  grows  fastn  now, 
all  my  other  grain  looks  pretty  promising. clover  is  in 
blow-I  shall  here  take  a  summary 
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review  of  my  late  journey .May  15th  in  the  P  M  I  sat  away 
for  my  place  of  destination, arriv’ d  at  Vergeenes  the  Sat 
urday  following  Staid  here  till  mondiy.  I  pursu’d  my 
rout  till  I  reach’d  Charlotte, here  I  left  my  mare  with  Mr 
John  Coburne,At  Shelburne  crossed  Lake  Champlain  on  the 
20th  travel’ d  22  miles  from  the  Lake- shore, put  up  at 
Averris’s  in  the  town  of  Peru, was  verry  much  fatigu’d.  22d 
I  travel’ d  29  miles  on  the  same  rout, arriv’d  at  the  S 
Chatagee-woods, slept  at  a  Mr  Remroy*s,the  fartherest  I 
travel’ d.  between ; houses  was  6  miles,  23d  went  over  31 
miles  this  day, staid  at  Seely’s  just  beyond  Miloan,the 
longest  distance  I  found  bewteen  houses  was  of  5  miles 
24th  I  ended  my  journey, here  I  found  Dr.Hopkins*’&  his  fam 
ily  well, the  town  in  which  he  lives  is  verry  new, its  name 
is  Hopkinton, Hopkins  owns  a  saw-mill  &  Grist-mill-  I 
tarri’d  here  from  Friday  night  till  Tuesday  morn’g 
(l  came  back  the  same  road)  I  return’d  on  th%  road  upon 
which  I  went, the  first  day  after  I  left  Hopkinton, which 
was  the  28th  I  travel’ d  36  miles, put  up  at  a  Mr  Dunham’s* 
found  good  accomodations  here, far  beyond  what  mighti  be 
expected  in  a  country  so  newly  settled1  29th  35  miles  to 
day-sup’ d  Sc  lodg’d  at  Robinson’s  tavern, if  it  deserves  the 
name, for  I  am  sure  a  man  wan’t  find  many  worse  taverns, in 
this  country, than  I  found  here-  I  came  off  early  the  next! 
morning, took  breakfast  at  Judge  Newcombs, which  is  5  miles 
this  side  of  Robinsons; at  the  last  mention’d  place  #* 


I  mean  at  He wco robe’s 


8_th 


9 


10th 


11th 


I  had  no  reason  to  complain  I  travel* d  35  miles  before 
I  reach*d  Fairchild’s  Ferry, at  this  place  I  cross’d  the 
Lake.  Log’d  at  Mr  Coborne’ s, by  whom  I  was  well  receiv’d, 
being  old  neighbors  well  met, while  on  this  route  I  have 
visited  several  several  of  my  old  neighbors, who  were  verry 
well  pleas’d, at  seeing  me  &  from  them  I  receiv’d  the  kind 
est  treatment  I  could  wish  for, so  that  I  was  at  home, under 
any  of  their  roofs-  I  arriv’d  at  home  on  the  3d  June  with 
out  meetng  with  any  material  accident , more  than  Laming  my 
mare,  but  while  at  Mr  Coborn’ s  she  recover’d-  I  perform’d 
the  whole  of  my  journey  on  W  side  of  the  Lake  wholly  on 
f  oot- 
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Sunday  Attended  public  worship. The  weather  has  been 
verry  warm  today, more  so  in  the  (P  M  )  AM  than  the  P  M 
because  in  the  P  M  the  North  W  blew  up  pretty  strong.it 
was  a  good  deal  cboudy.in  the  A  M  but  not  so  much  in  the 
P  M  A  shower  appear’d  in  the  N  W  but  before  it  cloud  get 
here  it  broke  in  pieces, it  thlnder’d  some  -Last  night  it 
thundered  8c  lightened  stoutly, but  in  this  vicinity  we  had 
but  verry  little  rain, no  more  than  a  common  dew- 

Monday  myself  Jonas  Ira  &  my  son, hoed  corn  for  Mr  Thomas, 
on  Cushnan’s  farm, it  was  pretty  bad  hoeing, it  being  green 
sward  plow’d  up  this  spring-  In  the  A  M  the  clouds  began 
to  form  into  large  compact  bodiesabout  8  oclock, mostly  to 
the  E  &  S  of  us, so  that  in  (an)  a  sgort  time  they  began  to 
shower  down  on  to  (over)  those  places  over  which  they  were 
Situated, &  I  expected  we  should  have  had  it  here, for  it 
rain’d  in  Woodford  '&  in  Pownal,but  chance  prevented  ,it 
thunder’d  some, in  P  M  we  had  clouds  on  the  N  E  &  S  of  us , 

8c  toward  night  a  small  cloud  came  over  the  WM’ tn  but  no  rain 
we  have  had  clear  sky  over  our  heads  most  of  the  day, only 
once  in  awhile  a  small  cloud  would  pass  over  us;  tt  was 
exceeding  hot  in  the  A  M  &  till  3  in  the  P  M,it  then  began 
to  grow  more  comfortable , the  S  wind  blew  up  strongly- 

Tuesday-In  the  A  M  myself  Jonas  &  the  Boys  work’ d  in  the 
garden, in  the  P  M  we  dug  stones  for  the  wall,  This  A  M 
Light  thin  clouds  came  from  the  Bouth,  while  the  sun  shone 
upon  us  from  a  clear  sky, it  w  s  verry  hot, but  when  under  a 
cloudl it  was  quite  tolerable, about  2  in  the  P  M  it  began  to 
thicken  up  in  the  H&  I  thot  we  soon  should  have  a  shdwer, 
but  I  was  disappointed, it  continu’d  verry  cloudy  8c  menacing 
until  about  sun-set, it  then  rain’d  a  little, about  enough 
to  lay  the  dirt. I  have  heard  but  little  thdnder  today, 
strong  wind  from  South- 

I  believe  we  shan’t  have  much  spring  grain, if  we  don’t  have 
rain  pretty  soon,  our  pastures  do  not  thrive  any  at  present'* 
my  wheat,  looks  extraordinary  well 
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Wednesday  We  began  a  new  wall  on  the  N  side  of  W  pasture 
dividing  it  from  the  young- orchard, Jonas  laid  about  5  rods 
of  it  today. Ira  &  Hiram  drew  the  larger  stones  with  Boat  & 
Hors’ s  8c  I  went  with  cart  &  oxen  drawing  smaller  ones.  I 
assisted  Jonas  some  while  my  team  were  resting-  this  morn’g 


12th 


1805 

1806 


after  sunrise  the  clouds  ran  verry  low  &  waw  verry  foggy 
on  Mt  &  Hills  for  awhile,  while  this  fog  lasted  the  air 
was  verry  cool  but  about  9  in  the  A  M  the  Sun  began  to 
break  out  between  the  clouds  pretty  hot, the  clouds  grew 
thiner,so  that  in  most  of  the  P  M  it  was  clear  over  our 
head8,while  we  were  surrounded  by  heavy  clouds  on  all  d 
sides  except  on  the  ¥,but  it  was  cloudy  some  after  sun-set, 
it  was  not  verry  warm  this  P  M  good  weather  for  business, 
wind  N  ¥  till  a  little  before  night  it  then  veer’d  about 
in  to  the  S  heard  distant  thunder  P  M  Rye  is  in  blossom, 
one  field  of  corn  grows  verry  fast, the  ground  being  verry 
suitable  to  corn. Ripe  Strawberries  are  plenty  now  at  this 
tirne- 

Thursday  I  dug  &  help’d  pick  up  small  stones  &  put  them 
in. the  cart, Jonas  assisted  Ira  about  drawing  large  stones 
(on  to  ),-  P  M  Jonas  began  his  wall  at  the  S  W  corner  of  the 
Orchard, so  that  it  may  meet  that  which  he  laid  yesterday, 
the  Boys  drew  stone  with  the  Hors’ s, I  took  some  of  the 
Pence  that  stood  where  this  wall  is  to  stand  &  top-rail’ d 
the  Pence  between  the  Great  Ledge  &  Tracy-f ield,drew  a  few 
loads  of  stone  beside-  Early  in  the  morn(  in)  it  rain’d 
here  a  little, I  heard  it  thunder  pretty  hafid  &  thot  that  we 
should  get  a  shower, but  it  was  not  so.it  was  verry  cloudy 
in  the  A  M  &  warm-  P  M  the  sky  was  cover’d  bya.  a  thin  haze 
much  cooler  than  in  the  A  M  The  wind  blew  strong  from  N  ¥- 
Winter  wheat  is  now  heading, the  Cyprus  is  blown  out,  I  must 
here  notice  my  Garden,  the  dorught  keeps  it  back, so  that 
many  of  our  seeds  did  not  come  up  at  all, the  Onions  are 
verry  thin, other  sauce, except  Beets  are  about  the  same. 
Beets  grow  pretty  well  considering  the  season, the  seed  came 
from  the  Shakers-  of  the  Blood  kind- 

End  of  Volume  second, This  Journal  will  be  continu’d  in 

another  Volume. 
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June 

Friday  Mr  Thomas  &  I  dug  many  large  atones  today-I  felt 
pretty  tired  at  night, Jonas  laid  4  rods  of  wall, the  Boys 
drew  the  stones  for  it  .The  sky  was  "bespangl’d  with  thin 
hazy  clouds  in  the  A  M,P  M  it  cloud’d  up  thick&  smoothh 
Sc  look’d  likely  for  rain.but  they  broke  away  Sc  the  Sun 
set  clear.  A  M  the  air  was  verry  temperate  but  in  the  PM 
it  was( cooler)  warmer  wind  N  W-I  kept  a  tin  pedlar  his 
Boy  Sc  3  hors’s  last  night  &ave  hi3  horse  a  mess  of  oats* 
charg’d  him  5/4- 

Saturdajrv Myself  Sc  Mr  Thomas '  pursu’ d  the  business  of  dig 
ing  stonees  in  the  A  M  in  the  P  M  we  were  some  of  the  tine 
diging  stone  &  some  of  the  time  making  a  road  to  the  wall, 
for  the  Stone-Boat . to  go  in, we  have  no  carri’d  our  wall  on 
to  the  N  side  of  a  large  No le -hi 11, the  ground  is  here  bad; 
it  being  sidling  &  rough, so  that  Jonas  laid  up  only  3  rods 
of  wall,  Ira  has  been  drawing  stone  with  the  hors’s  verry 
steady ,Hiram  assisted  him  in  the  A  M,but  I’m  sorry  to  say 
that  he  did  but  little  in  the  P  M.A  heavy  dew  fell  last 
night  pretty  cool  in  the  morn’g  but  the  rest  of  the  day 
was  warmer  than  it  was  yesterday, a  little  cloudy-clear  at 
nightPind  N  W~ 

Sunday  Attended  meeting -Mr  Marsh  preach’d^  A  M  Mr  Rawsm  how 
XazurA  he  suit’d  the  people  in  general  I  know  not, but  I  can 
say  for  one  that  I  do  not  like  him-  At  sunrise  it  was 
clear, but  it  soon  clouded  over  with  a  stiff  wind  N  W  it 
rain’d  some  to  day  Sc  a  small  some  it  was  too,  it  vontia’d 
cloudy:  till  middle  P  M  it  soon  after  clear’h  off  wind  N  W 
the  air  has  been  verry  cool  for  this  season- 

Monday  .Afterbeing  hinder’d  a  good  deal. I  got  into  the 
field, Jonas  Sc  I  work’d  hard  today, but  did  not  get  the 
wall  forward’d  a  great  deal, It  is  a  verry  3low  job  on  ac 
count  of  its  being  on  a  side  hill,we  had  to  plow  a  road 
above  the  wall  to  draw  the  stone  in  beside  fixing  a  level 
for  the  wall  to  stand  up  on, so  that  it  takes  in  many  more 
stones  than  it  would  if  it  stood  on  Hkvel  ground,Hiram  Sc 
I  drew  stone  with  the  hors’ s ,whatplowing  we  did,it  was 
done  with  oxen-This  day  the  sun 
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wasr  totally  eclipsed  for  the  spice  of  3  minutest  5  seconds 
the  middle  of  it  was  11  ©clock  minutes,,  it  began  to  come 
on  9  Oclock  Sc  minutes, went  off  Oclock  and  minutes  in 
the  P  M  its  whole  duration  hours  &  Minutes  while  the 
eclipse  was  to  tall I  plainly  saw  several  Stars; and  it  was 
verry  cold;I  believe  it  was  as  dark  as  it  is  at  9  in  the 
evening; the  Birds  stop’d  singing  retir’d  to  roostjthere 
was  but  2  or  3  clouds  to  be  seen  during  the  A  M  the  sky 
was  verry  serene  till  after  the  lclipse,it  soon  after  be 
came  cloudy  &  a  hazy  sky; at  night  rain;  seeds  were  verry 
thick-the  air  has  been  cool  today  Wind  N 
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17  th 


Tuesday  In  the  A  M  we  wrok* d  at  the  w^ll  I  had  to  quit  it 
for  the  rain  in  the  P  M  we  transplant  d  Cabbages, My  Father1  s 
Tobacco  was  also  transplanted,a  little  before  night  I  sent 
Ira  off  with  the  old  Waggon  down  to  Babet  to  be  mended- 
The  weather  was  verry  suitable  yo  my  wishes, it  was  cloudy 
all  the  morning  in  the  middle  of  the  day  we  had  a  smart 
shower  of  rain,in  this  short  shower  more  rain  felll.  than  in 
a  whole  fortnight  before., it  continu’d  verry  cloudyvthe  whole 
P  M  toward  night  it  thurifrer’d  some  at  a  distance, milling 
warm  In  the  P  M  wind  South-  Mr  Thomas  has  work’d  1  1/2  day 
for  me  at  Gates  hoeing 

18  Wednesday  In  the  A  M  after  the  shower  we  transplant’d 

Beets, this  leads  me  to  observe, that  besides  the  root  just 
nam’d  our  Garden  sauce,  is  pretty  thin  Onions  Carrots  8c 
Parsnips  are  verry  poor,  I  suppose  the  drought  has  pinch’d 
them.  Beans  Cucumbers  8c  Cabbages  do  pretty  welllbefore  noon 
we  went  to  work  on  the  wall, Jonas  went  to  laying  up  Hiram 
8c  I  dug  the  material  from  a  Ledge  near  the  East  end  of  that 
wall  we  are  now  building*  Ira  drew  them  with  the  Boat  & 
Hors’  s, we  compleated  that  part  of  the  wall  which  is  the 
side  of  the  Nole,here  we  end’d  our  days  work, in  another; 
part  of  this  wall  east  of  that  just  finish’d  there’s  aboutt 
3  rods  (that  is)  of  it  to  top  off .This  monng  the  clouds  ran 
low  8c  it  rain’d  verry  harddfor  a  little  while-  after  thie-j 
it  was  foggy  on  the  Mountains, toward I 
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noon  the  fog  left  the  mountains, had  a  drizling  rain  the 
clouds  were  smooth  &  bid  fair  for  a  steadyr  rain, but  after 
the  middle  P  M  it  did  not  storm  any  it  however  continu’d 
eloudy  until  eve.it  was  then  clear,  wind  has  blown  steady, 
from  N  W  so  that  it  has  not  been  a  warm  day-Last  night  we 
had  a  tremendious  (a)  Thunder  storm  in  which  a  vast  quan 
tityof  rain  must  have  fallen*  I  measur’d  a  pail  that  stood; 
open  in  the  rain, found  2  1/2  inches  of  water  in  it, in  this 
whower  there  was  some  hail, but  not  to  do  any  damage, the 
lightning  was  dreadful, &  we  had  some  heavy  peels  of  thunders 
this  slower  I  believe  begun  abouttlO  in  the  evening  &  lasted 
with  some  intervals  until  after  Sunrise- 

19th  Thursday  Hoeing  was  the  business  of  the  day. I  plow’ din  the 

A  M  &  Ira  in  the  P  M  the  gravelly  field  was  finish’d  &  about 
half  of  the  Tanbrook  field-  Mr  Thomas  work’ d  dfor  me  today 
Mr  Gates  was  here  in  the  P  M, Jonas  was  not  here, Ira  &  Hiram 
hinder’d  saner  in  the  P  M  by  killing  a  Wood-chuck, but  the 
animal  was  a  large  w&w  of  the  kind! so  that  their  timUPwas-’ 
not  lost.  My  Corn  does  not  appear  to  be  injur’d^  much  b yr 
the  drought  it  all  looks  verry  thrifty  but  other  Spring- 
grain  I  believe  (it)  has  been  hurt, perhaps  it  has  ruin’d 
some  field8,but  I  think  raone  is  now  gaining  verry  fast, my 
Spring-wheat  has  liven’d  up  a  good  deal  since  the  rain, it 


61 


i 


he'  o4* 

t  t 

'  .  <:  \ 

- 

.  ■£  c  a  -.■ r '  j.  ■  -j 

Jc 

J!..,: 

s  f*  »■> 

< 

i  cxi  ^ ?  n> 

< 

VT  *’*£'  r'  ft 

!^w  l 

■  w  ^  •  *»-*• 

^  *. 

— 

’■ ■•  *■•  •  +  [■  \ 

J  It  v  v  .A  <.  -* 

i-f-f  /'  [  |Wftp  < 

'■  *t  ' 

r  £  *  '  ‘ 

*  *■ 

4 

j.  »w  4  -  •  - 

'  i  t  v  l>  ^  •  •  <  »» 

"’-v  V  -• 

. .  ~  •  • 

—  f  < 

• 

;  •>  •  •  • 

.••  ■  ..  r  :■  .  \ 

f»r «  -  i  -  f  .  • 

* 

r  ^  (J 

— 

*  *  4 

t.  v$llr.  V 

V’  T*?  rjicci. 

V 

, .  .  J  i  j  ) 

v  T  L' 

tl  J 

*  1  •  .  r 

t 

i  ■'•  ■'■  '  ■,  i  ;k 

!  "\rr 

#«•  t  *  ~  ■ 

*  ■ 

•  J* 

s»  v  v 

:  \  v i. 

i  *acc:  •  - r. 

\ 

%  Ci  f 

v 


<fr  H 


20th 


211 


22 


23d 


it  has  produc’d  great  effects  upon  Flax  Oats  &  Barley, 
also  upon  grass  &  upon  vegatables  that  grows-  Tho’  a  grefe 
great  deal  of  water  fell  in  this  rain, yet  our  little 
Brook  that  runs  by  my  house  has  been  rais’d  but  little. 

There  wae  a  large  dew  this  morng  &  the  air  was  vcooljbuflt 
the  rest  of  the^day  was  midling  warm  the  sky  was  not  clear 
in  the  A  M  but  not  realy  cloudy. P  M  it  was  a  good  deal 
cloudy  &  look’d  much  like  rain, clear  in  the  evening-wind  SW 

Friday-  I  compleat’d  my  hoeing  for  a  2d  time, Mr  A  Waters 
assisted  in  the  A  M,I  let  my  team  &  a  man  go  to  draw  a  load 
of  Wood  for  him  in  the  P  M  ,to  pay  him  for  his  half  day; 
Jonas  was  here  to  work, Mr  Jack  Street  has  rode  horse  for 
me  2  days 
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In  the  A  M  it  was  verry  cloudy  &  seem’d  likely  to  rain, 
but  it  began  to  break  away  a  little  P  M,the  sun  beat  down 
verry  violently, so  it  was  I  call  a  hot  afternoon, tho* the 
A  M  was  cool, not  to  be  particular  I  shall  only  remark  that 
a  shower  gather’d  in  the  W  with  much  thunder, but  it  ceas’d 
doon  cifter  it  began  to  rain,  this  slower  was  short, but  a 
considerable:;  r a  fell  while  it  lasted, tfarm  evening,at  which 
time  the  wind  was  IT  W 

Saturday  I  began  to  break  up  Green- sward  at  the  E  end  of 
the  West  pasture, my  team  was  a  Yoke  of  Oxen  &  Span  of  Horsfc 
Hiram  was  my  driver:.  It  was  an  excellent  day  to  plow  with 
my  oxen, as  I  could  wish  for, only/ it  was  a  little  squally  in 
the  A  M.Before  Ira  went  off  after  the  Waggon  he  &  Jonas 
dug  stone  in  the  west  part  of  the  W  pasture.When  Ira  went 
away  sun  was  about  an  hourr&  half  high,J onas  left  the  field 
soon  afterwards.  I  was  so  deceiv’d  by  the  clouds, that  I 
turn’d  out  my  team  about  an  hour  too  early.  It  has  been  a 
verry  cloudy  day, was  squally  in  the  A  M  the  wind! has  blown 
uncommonly  heatfy  from  the  West, no  wind  after  sundown,the 
air  was  verry  cool  for  this  season.  I  held  plow  with  my 
waist-coat  on  all  day.  At  night  the  wind  was  N  W-Yesterday 
having  occasion  to  go  among  my  Young  Cattle  I  missed  one 
of  them. I  immediately  made  search  for  her  &  soon  found  herr 
dead;in  or  near  the  middle  of  Mrs  Streets'' Pasture, this 
pasture  is  where  I  keep  them.  I  reckon  my  loss  at  about  7 
dollars  the  Heifer  was  a  likely  yearling, the  flies  had  got 
to  ^|ork  so  that  I  lost  the  hide.  What  was  the  cause  of  the 
death  of  this  animal, I  cannot  tell, at  first  I  suppos’d’ it 
to  be  lightning,but  I  now  think  it  was  some  disease- 

Sunday  Attended  public  worship, A  verry  pleasant  A  M  air  coil 
some  cloudy  in  the  P  M  considerable  warmer-  with  wind  South- 
Just  at  night  I  walk’d  across  my  Wheat-field, I  tho’t  it  look 
ed  well- 
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Monday  in  the  A  M  my  work  would  have  suited  me  verry  well 
if  one  of  my  oxen  had  not  been  troubl’d  by  the  heat. In  the 
P  M  I  tho’t  I  would  not  work  the  Oxen, but  put  in  3  hors’s, 
after  a  long  time, we  got  them  tackl’d^one  horse  before- two, 
but  we  soon  found  this  would  not  do, we  had  to  spend  some 
time  to  get  unrig’ddBy  this  time  it(had)was  cool  enough 
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to  work  the  Oxen,  so  I  yok’d  them  again  &c  went  on  with 
my  old  team, just  at  night  we  took  out  one  of  the  old! 
hors* s  Ira  tackl’d  his  young  horse  in  her  stead, he  went 
verry  well, my  Ox  stood  it  pretty  well, this  P  M  to  con 
elude, I  made  out  out  a  good  days  work, Jonas  &  Ira  help’d 
M r  Gates  hoe  his  beans  on  my  account, they  work’d  for  him 
till  Sun  2  hours  high, Ira  then  went  to  driving  team  form 
me, Jonas  &  Hiram  went  to  diging  stone, it  was  late  when  I 
turn’d  out. This  filed  in  which  I  am  now  plowing  was  for® 
merly  verry  bad  to  plow  on  account  of  many  small'  &  large 
Stones.’  that  lay  on  its  surface, but  the  wall  took  almost 
the  whole  of  them  off, so  that  it  plows  up  verry  neatly 
now. It  is  a  fine  growing  seas  on, Corn  grows  verry  rapidly 
foliage  never  appears  more  beautiful  at  any  season  of  the 
yeair,  than  it  doed  now, it  flourishes  but  a  little  time  in 
the  year?,  on  the  W  mountain,I  mean  in  sorae^  parts  of  it; 
the  Whole  Mountain  is  now  cover’d  with  ab  bright!  verdure; 
What  can  be  more  pleasing  to  the  eye-; than  to  see  vast! 
fields  of  grain  gently  waving  with  every  breeze(soft)  thfct 
glides  along.lt  was  warm  in  the  A  M  but  cooler  in  the  P  M 
&  showery- 

Tuedday  Hiram  &  I  follow’d  our  team, while  they  were  re 
freshing  themselves, I  finished  that  piece  of  wall  which 
was  left  undone,  Jonas  &  Ira  I  sent  to  hoe  for  Mr  Thomaar* 

The  forepart  of  the  day  was  verry  warm, but  it  co  was  cool 
er  in  P  M  some  showers  pass’d  off  to  the  South  of  us  after 
this  it  was  clear, wind  N  W  heard  some  thunder* 

Wednesday  My  work  was  the  same  that  it  was  yesterday, 

Jonas  has  been  laying  Stone-wall  on  a  line  beginning  at 
the  S  W  corner  of  the  You 
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ung  Ore  hard;1.  &  running  from  thence  a  W  S  W  course  till  it 
strikes  the  N  E  corner  of  the  Sugar-orchard  it  is  whole- 
Wall  of  the  same  dimensions'  as  the  other  hs  has  laid  befoee 
Ira  with  one  of  Jonas’s  hors’ S’ and  one  of  my  own, drew  stone 
It  has  look’s  much  like  rain  the  whole  of  this  day  the  wind 
West  the  air  was  cool’d  by  the- little  breezes  that  came 
from  the  mountain. Flax  is  just  beginning  to  blow. I  mean  ray 
&wn,some  pieces  are  out  ful4L,I  have  one  piece  of  Oats?1  that 
grow  verry  slow, I  don’t  think  they  will  yield  much** 

Thursday  I  did  not  plow  so  much  today  as  I  should  have  done 
had  I  not  been  hinder’d  by  the  Wall, there  being  many  large 
stones  to  get  in  to  it, it  demanded  all  the  strength  we  could 
muster, Jonas  laid  wall, Ira  drew  stones. A  clear  cool  day, 
wind  A  M  N  W  P  M  S  W 

Firday  After  finishing  off  a  small  land  in  the  AMI  help’d 
Jonas  lay  wall  the  rest  of  the  day .Hiram  with  the  team  & 
Sled  drew  off  some  Wood  that  lay  in  the  way  of  our  plowing 
he  also  carri’d  off  3ome  rails  belonging  to  the  Fence  which 
is  on  the  line  of  our  wall, these  rails  will  be  taken?: to  re 
pair  other  fences,  Ira  &  his  team  drew  stones  for  the  wall. 
My  Father  split  up  2oor  3  large  stumps, that  were  verry  much 
in  the  way. The  air  was  chilly- thi s  morning  &  it  was  quWte 
cool  for  this  season  thro* the  day  high  flying  cloud  A  M 


§8th 


29  th 

30 


P  M  a  little  while  it  look’d  much  like  rain, but  it  soon 
blew  over  it  continu’d  cloudy  till  after  Sun-down^ it  son 
clear’d  off, the  wind  has  been  N  W 

Saturday  Jonas  &  I  laid  wall, of  which  we  built  upwards  of 
4  rods, The  Boys  kept  pretty  busy  drawing  stone3  with  the 
Oxen  but  they  did  not  draw  all  we  us’d, for  we  got  a  good 
many  from  the  ledge  above  the  wall,  A  couple  of  trifleing* 
accidents  happen’ d. this  P  Idas  I  was  diging  out  stones^,  on 
the  side-hill  above  Jonas1:  he  being  at  work  at  the  wall;, it 
happen’d  so, that  a  smallish  stone  carelessly  slip’d  from 
me,&  roll’d  down  and  caught  Jonas, thumb 

*  trifling  the  E  is  wrong 
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between  it  &  another  one, it  cut  a  considerable  gash, he 
went  (he  went)  home  &  got  it  bound  up.  After  this  affairr 
I  dug  no  more  stones  on  the  side-hill, while  any  one  was 
on  that  side  of  the  wall,  A  short  time  after  as  I  roll’d 
a  pretty  large  rounding  stone  from  off  the  Stone-Boat* it 
took  a  sudden  turn  down  (the)  by  the  side  of  the  wall, 
which  is  downhill, &  broke  a  3  quart  Jug, full  of  water, this 
soon  made  us  feel  the  want  of  that  element  to  satisfy  our 
thirst  we  walk’d  to  a  spring  about  20  rods  west  of  us^ 
here  we  drank  freely.  Plying  clouds  A  M  but  few  of  them  PM 
air  temperate  wind  W  This  week  we  have  had  many  cold 
nights';  This  wk  I  have  plow’d!  about  4  Acres^&  fltave  builtt 
14  rod3  of  Wall** 

Sunday  Attended  public  worship. A  warm  day, clouds  in  large 
separate  bodies-air  a  little  ting’d  with  smoke-wind  South- 
signs  of  rain- 

Monday  Was  a  broken  day  with  me  .We  work’d  some  in  the  rai$ 
till  we  found  it  come  too  fast'  for  us, we  then  return’d  hoae 
soon  a.fter  this, it  ceas’d  raining  but  we  spent  the  A  M  in 
the  Garden. P  M  Jonas  &  I  went  on  &  laid  (with  what  was  done 
A  M)  3  rods  &  upwards  of  wall. Ira  &  Hiram  drew  stones  with 
hors’ s  &  Boat, our  work  was  stop’d  sun  about  hour  high  by 
rain.  This  morning  it  was  verry  lowery-it  set  in  to  steady 
rain  which  lastedi2  or  3  hre  after  this  it  continu* d  verry 
cloudy  what  follow’d  has  been  mention’d-  The  air  was  mildl 
Wind  Souths 


JULY 

Tuesday-Morning  We  got  part  of  our  team  ready  &  intend’d 
to  have  gone  on  with  our  work, but  it  began  to  rain  so  that 
we  quit  the  field!  for  this  P  M  Mr  Thomas^  came  on-*  he  went! 
with  one  team  &  Ira  &  Hiram  the  other-Jonas  &  I  laid! 3  rods 
of  Wall, this  P  M  Mr  Thomas  happen’d  drive  my  cart  in  to  a 
sidling  hollo^  place  near  the  wall  with  a  load1  upon  it , 
that  endof  the  Axletree  which  was  lowest  broke  short  off 
against  the  inside  of  the  wheel-  I  sent  Ira  with  the  team  & 
borrow’d  Mr  Brown’ sal  paid  up  my  School  debt-to  Mr  N  Mellen 
which  amoanted  to  3  dolls 


;  *  :  ■  '  • 


•  *  — 

•  *" 

< 

-  s\ 

#*,“  Jl-  /•  *'  fH 

r*  i 

•  V  v 

’• . 

’  r  •  r  fv  -  a  " 

t 

.V  r  n 

r  r#^ 

*•  *  . 

r  +*-flr 

•  V 

i  *:  i't 

' 

J  'J 

♦ 

•  •  r 

i.<  v\J 

■?  ri %1 
/ 

***■"*' 

•=■.-- r 

O  * 

< 

r  r  f 

•  e  •  4> 

— 

o  r-  y  :•  n  'r.s-n;  ;- 

'  C 

/%n  *• 

-  -  >  ^ 

' f-  I 

L 

JT 

’iU  ; 

r' . 

«»• 

* 

*■» 

. 

.y 

?  0  (  . 

. 

’ 

V  . 

^  * '  c 

5 

* 

< 

»•  f 

a 

*•  v  • 

9.\3  ri 

r 

'  -:-v  .  ■  ;  .  : .  ;  ' .  ’ 

■  •  *  .  ; 

A  »  >■  -  M 

;*  4,  r: 

»f  o  JB 

•  Vi  4 

f  *J 

ZP  ,  J 

'  **  /■’ 

'  y  }  iVv-  <  it  .:  • 

\  i 

r 

y'  r  Q  ■ 

c  c  f 

\ 

t 

Q  X  K. 

‘ 

\i  w  <• 

•  • 

j 

i  -  eJb 

1 

\  *’ 

<7 

■J 

/j,. .  *♦ 

1 5  o 

4 

'  >•  i-r-/  »  rf’f  '  »aJ*i 

vj  WTifv  1  *>  i-  7  7 

■}  1 1  ^ 

f* 

ft  !  ? 

r.  + 

*  -  • 

r?  x  -■  ': 

OS;  1 

C 

•>»  •■  '7  <  t.  '•  1 

-  >  >  •-  v  •*-  •  *w  '•» 

y  ♦  f 

.  ■  .  .1 
-  JL4.  •  V 

*  r:  * 

V 

C  V 
S* 

* 

■> 

ye  .. 

.-  '  »*“•. 

V  X  v 

-.  . 

^  c 

r 

> 

■  ; ; i X  •■■’  :i'A' 

5 : .  •’x 

•:  .•  i 

; 

V 

■*»  «*  * 

.  ■*■  .  HI 

• 

ei'OA 

A  j  \- 

C- 

*  •  •••'  •  ; 

X 

♦ 

p  * 

*<  \  r 
k  . 

— 

is  V  xC 

T  *4l 

•  •'! 

' 

,  -  * 

£  f 

:  r  nX 

. 

V  ■/ 

•>\  <v  *'  -  V. 

a-  »  4-ivi  » 

V 

-;  -  i  ••■  •■•  i 

fv  i  •  ■  cf 

.  *  1.  O 

: 

- 

;v>  1 

T  l  7 

*  ■ 

nl  ^ 

- 

ftlXccT 

-  «J  V  > 

;  i. 


-*• 


<N“  i 
1  «v 


*\V, 


K  t 


X 


i>  i 

'  <nc  i 


.  *■ 


■  V 

•j 


v  ( 


*  ...  A 

A  m 


'«  it  t  •-* 

..  .1  .  • 

- 

•  —  ■  ” 

•  •  C  .  .... 

•4 


i*?  V  »•  V 
\  -  • 

C  i. 


X;r  .  &  ts  rw 


i  >»■  ♦ 


■  i!W  i 

-fc  *.  *s.  +  ’ : 


f :  *♦ 


’.j  ill 

, 


6 


\ 

»  <i  - 


•rsc  iJ  -  -* 


(;  *  4 

* 


c 


I '  JU  j  x 

• r  t  t  * , 


M 


>M  •< 


■'■  t;0 


•  i"f  r 


t  - 

■»•  ;r  ,  t  -  • 


;  ! 


4k  1/  i  + 

.7  .  W  J 


t,  r 


::  r 


0  ' 

tk 


hoc  j: 

•■a  >r  4*  V  a  1 


i  .  ~ 

•  f  r  t 

:  ■  .  -  *  • 

J  \  *  r  fr 

.v 


c 


,  >ru  t’Xi  x 

r/  A  <*. 


* 

t 

•  11  f 


> 


’  4 


r 


-f* 


-k'  c 


let 


f  1 .  c 


JULY 


1806 


8 


This  morning  early  we  had  one  shower-it  began  to  rain 
again  about  7  in  the  AM  it  then  seem’d  likely  to  be  a  rainy 
day  but  lasted  only  an  hourr or  2, it  continu’d  verry  cloudy 
the  rest  of  AM  in  P  M  flying  vapors  hover’d  around  the  tops 
of  Mountains, but  it  did  not  hide  the  sky  the  circumambient 
air  was  verry  clear  &  temperate -About  Sun  an  hour  high  it 
began  to  thicken  up  in  the  South, with  thunder  at  a  distance 
the  shower  came  on  about  dark  or  a  little  before-  I  shall 
leave  the  rest  till  the  morrow-  wind  South- 

2d  Wednesday  AM  the  plow  went  about  ttwo  thirds  of  the  way 

rounda land- the  double  whi££le-tree  broke, the  Hors’s  were 
then  untackl’d  &  we  took  the  Oxen  &  drew  3 tones  for  the  wall 
on  cart-the  Hors’s  kepti  the  Boat  &  Mr  Thomas  agoing  all  day 
drawing  in  large  &  small  stones, PM  liram  &  Ira  after  a  long 
fixing  plow’d. a  little  (NB  I  can  work  2  spans  of  Hors’s)  Mr 
Gates  work’d  for  me  today, diging  stone  &c  Bill  Thomas  was  to 
have  driven  the  team  today, but  it  was  so  that  he  did  nott 
in  the  latterp  part  of  the  PM  he  &  Myself  dug  3tones  from 
the  side-hill  above  the  wallj,&  to  do  him  justice  I  must  3ay 
he  is  a  smart  Boy- chief  of  my  business  has  beentt lay  wall- 
Jonas  can  say  our  wallthas  lengthen’d.  6  rods  this  day-The 
morningwas  verry  pleasant!  af t er  so  much  rain  as  fell  in  the 
night-it  rain’d  verry  hardufor  a  little  time  last  night 
aacorapanied  by  considerable  thunder  &  lightning-all  this 
made  the  morning  air  sweet  wholesome, this  AM  it  was  a  good 
deal  cloudy-wind  S  W-some  likely  for  showers, PM  not  so 
cloudy  yet  it  was  verry  cool- some  whirlwinds-it  was  other 
wise  pretty  heavy  winddfrora  N  W-Corn  grows  well  &  other 
grain  tpo-Grass  thrives, it  is  a  flourishing  time-  My  Father 
cut  down  3  or  4  trees  that  stood^.in  the  way  of  our  fallow, 
after  he  had  done  this^he  went' &  pull’d  Cockle  out  of  the 
Wheat, he  does  not  speak  verry  highly  of  the  grain-says  it 
is  short-headed, &thinks  it  is  owing  to  sowing  of  it  too 
thick, but  I  think  it  is  dry-weather r  that  has  caud’d  it** 
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3  -Fr iday-We-were-hin)  3d  Thursday  In  the  forepart  of  the  day 

Mr  Thomas  assisted  us  a  little  while  he  left  the  field  about 
9  Oclock  at  which  time  Hiram  had  found  the  Oxen^He  &  myself 
kept  them  pretty  busy  drawing  Stones- the  whole  day  Jonas- 
ha 8  stretch’d  his  wall  3  rods-  This  day  the  Reverend  Mr 
Marsh  was  reins tal* d, I ra  went  to  wait  upon  the  women  today- 
Oats  have  head’d  outTnow  I  think  of  it  Iwill  here  take  no 
tice  of  one  circumstance  attending  a  pieve  of  Oats j contain 
ing  about  an  Acre  of  ground* nearly  half  of  it  was  plow’d  up 
last  fall  &  the  rest  this  spring, it  was  all  sown  at  the  same 
time-,&  got  into  theg  ground  the  same  day  by  a  plow  (see  2 
of  May  1806)  that  part  which  was  plow’d  last  fall  look  much 
the  best, on  the  contrary  that  which  was  plow’d  last  spring 
is  of  poor  yellow  colour  &  seem  to  be  much  more  backward— 
Toward  noon  it  became  vrry  cloudy-a  little  PM  it  was  some- 
showery  with  considerable  windipretty  warm  Affilcooler  PM- 
AM  wind  S  W  PM  W  or  N  W~ 

FRIDAY  the  FOURTH  of  JULY.  My  business  was 
such  that  I  could  n$fc  attend  the  celebration  of  the  birtfo* 
DAY  of  our  INDEPENDENCE  but  I  understand  that 
a  numberof  citizens  met  on  Court-House-hill  in  the  P  M. 


6  th 


that  they  spent  the  day  as  usual-Mr  Orsamus  C  Merrill 
was  orator  of  the  day-  This  morning  fifter  haveing  been 
hinder* d  a  little  time  by  n©t  finding  the  Oxen( they  were 
found  in  the  woodsy  that  being  their  pasture  at  present) 

Hiram  &  myself  drew  stone:  with  them  until  Mr  Thomas  &  Ira 
found  that  they  could  not  plow  with  3  Hors’ s, they  then 
took  the  Oxen  &  put  a  span  of  Horsfes  before  them, they 
work*d  in  this  manner  till  Sun  an  Hour  high  at  which  time 
they  left  the  field. to  join  a  tea-party , after  I  gave  up 
the  oxen  I  tackl*d  in  a  span  of  hors*s  who  I  kept  verry 
busy  drawing  The  Boat-  Hiram  work’d  verry  well  in  the  AM 
but  he  went  to  town  in  the  PM  Jonas  made  4  rods  of  ’ wall,, 

I  was  pretty  JfctxxSt  tir’d  at  nights  Cloudy  AM  rain’d  a  lit 
tie  about  noon,  with  wind  S  W  Clouds  more  dispers’d. in  the 
PM  &  much  cooler*wind  N  W  Cherries,  Currants  &  Raspberries 
have  begun  to  ripen- 

*to  apoligize  for  all  my  mistakes  *  would  be  folly, 
but  at  this  place  a  capital  was  wantedd 
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Saturday  Jonas  Myself  &  Hiram  made  4  rods  of.  wall- it  is 
probable  that  this  work  will  be  l«£t  for  some  timeAperhaps 
till  after  sowing--for  Haying  is  now  so  near  at  hand, that 
it  will  take  me  a  week  to  get  ready ;however, what  wall  we 
have  built  , will  be  a  lasting  monument'  of  our  labour,  it  will 
show  what  can  be  done  by  perseverance  &  labour, it  wills  shew 
what  I  have  done  on  this  farm  in  the  year  1806.  It  is 
a  costly  piece  of  work-I  estimate  tt  at  a  Dollar  per  rod 
&  some  of  it  exceeds  that* the  last  piece  which  we  have  built 
is  3  rods  in  lenght  17  of  which  we  have  built  this  week- 
we  have  collect’d  about  half  of  it3  materials-*  from  its  West 
side, where  we  dug  themfrom  ledges, these  far  exceed  those 
we  findl in  the  pasture, as  they  (bu)  make  a  wall  much  strong 
er  &  more  durable.  The  wall  I  am  now  speaking  of  begins  at 
the  N  W  corner,  of  the  pasture  &  runs  on  a  South  Westerly 
course  , at  the  fott  of  a  steep  side-hill  following  the  di 
rection  of  that  hi  hill  till  it  arrives  at  the  N  W  corner; 
corner  of  the  Shugar-orchard,at  which  place  2  days  labour: 
would  fetch  it, from  the  E  end  of  the  wall;  dividing  the  Or 
chard  &  follow  (it  is(  to  this  place  it  is  rods, to  which 
add:. 35  rods  &  a  half  &  I  shall  findathat  I  have  built 
rods  of  wall  since  the  20th  of  May, Jonas  has  lain  most  of 
it, he  has  work’d  at  this  busi  ness*’  days-  I  shall  now  take 
leave  of  rqy  wall_&  say  something  more  concerning  the  day, 

Mr  Thomas  &  Ira  f ini sh1  du fallow.  Acres  was  plow’d  this 
week  .just  before  we  finish’d  drawing  stone  out  Boat  broke' 
asunder, but  it  can  be  mended  again, we  had  a  large  quantity 
of  Tackling  to  take  ^iome,I  retun’  diMr  Brown’s  Cart, all 
were  wearied  with  the  labours  of  the  day-  This  day  was 
fair  &  temperate** 

Sunday  Went  to  Church-my  son  went  there  also-it  is  what  he 
hasn’t  never  done  feefore  since  Dedication-day-  Mr  Marsh 
preach’d  in  the  A  M  in  the  PM  a  Mr  Wooly,from  Cambridge 
Horth  of  this  State-A  strong  wind:  from  the  South  kept  a 
continual  blowing- some  cloudy  temperate 
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7  Monday  The  first  thing  I  had  to  do  this  morning  was  to 

driven (out)  Capt  H unman* Oxen  out  of  my  Cornfield, theyh 
had  injured  some  few  hills-  (it  is)  in  the  poorest^  part 
of  the  field, so  that  the  damage  was  of  no  great  value , 
however,  when  I  went  to  see  the  old  man  about  it, he  said 
he  was  "verry  sorry*1  &  offer*  d  to  pay  **the  damage**  but  1 
all  I  ask*  d  of  him  was  to  mend  M.e  Pence, he  ha3  accord 
ingly  done  so  this  verry  day,but  Im  afraid  it  is  not  too 
much  purpose , because  the  Negro  did  it  so  carelessly , that 
he  never  mended  it  any  at  the  place  where  the  cattle 
broke  thro*, the  whole  Pence  was  poor  &  needed1  repairing 
verry  much,  but  this  place  demanded  particular  attention 
it  is  at  the  N  W  corner;  of  my  field, it  is  well  to  mention 
that  this  field  lies  contiguous  to  Capt  Hinman’s  line, it 
is  where  I  rais’d  my  flax  last  year;That  part  of  this- 
Cornfield  upon  which  we  carri*  d  Barn-manure , produces  ex 
cellent  Corn;  but  where  the  Chip-manure  is  it  isn’t  more 
than  two  thirds  as  large  as  the  other, a  small  part  of  the 
fiedU  was  not  manur’d  at  all, this  is  poor  indeed, but  to 
take  my  corntogether  it  lokks  as  promising  as  any  I  ever 
had  at  this  season, it  is  now  about  tassel ing  out*  Pumpkin 
look  verry  well  now.  All  my  hoeing  for  the  last  time  this 
year  was  done  today-  Mr  Thomas  &  his  Son  Billing  were  hen 
here  the  whole  day-  Mr  Gates  was  here  in  the  PM-so  that  we 
went  xi  6  abrest,tho*  it  lack’d  one  of  that  number  in  AM 
we  should  have  finish’d  in  verry  good  season, if  we  had 
not  been  hinder’ddby  the  rain, but  it  was ,we  got  it  done 
about  Sun-down-Jonas  has  done  almost  the  whole  plowing 
with  a  hors  &  lines, Ira  plow’d  a  little, just  at  night  with 
another  horse,  but  Jonas  finish’d  the  business, tir* d 
enough  too  I  guess.Early  this  morning  it  rain’d  verry  hard 
for  a  short  time-it  look’d  verry  lowery  awhile, till  at 
last  the  clouds0 began  to  break  away- the  wind  turn’d  from 
S  W  to  N  W-sun  came  out  verry  warm, the  atmosphere  was  full 
of  flying  clouds  from  N  W-about  the  middle’ PM  the  wind 
veer’d  about  in  to  the  S  ¥  to  be  short, it  blew  up  a  small 
but  short  shower  to  us-rain’d  pretty  hard  while  it  lasted- 
this  is  a  refreshing  shower*Sun  about  an  hour  high  it 
clear’d  away  off  verry  pleasantt wind  South-It  h§s  been  a 
pretty  warm  day-everything  grows  well^  Potatoes  have 
flower’ 
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Tuesday  6  Jonas  the  Boys  &  myself  assist’d  Mr  Gates  about  hoeing 

his  beans  Ira&  I  h  ad  to  come  away. Sun  an  hour  or  2  high, 
to  fix  the  Waggon  &c  £or  Troy, Hiram  left  Gates  half  an 
hour  before  Sun-down , Jonas  held  out  to  the  last.  It  was 
tiresome  pudling  work  to  hoe  these  bems^ the  rows  are  so 
nearreach  other, that  a  plow  can’t  go  among  them. Two  cir 
cumstances  occur’ d  yesterdayywhich  were  not  mention’d 
one  was  my  Father’s  mowing  a  swath  &  some  more  from  the 
Barn  to  the  corn-field , to  prevent  the  grass  from  being 
trod  down, when  going  into  the  field, the  other  was, that  it 
thunder’d  yesterday  P  M  This  day  in  the  AM  it  was  warm  & 
look’d  likely  to  be  showery-  PM  grew  cooler  verry  fast 
with  considerable  wind:  N  W-some  distant  thunder:  heard, 
flyinf  clouds^What  we  call  Sweet-Briar  has  now  put  forth 
its  flower** 
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Wednesday  Mjr  Father  &  Grand-mother  set  off  in  a  Waggon 
for  Troy  this  morning-his  son  will  continue  this  Journal, 
until  his  return-  hut  not  in  the  first  person-Hiram  Har 
wood  &  Jonas  Ira  &  Hiram  help’d  Mr  Thomas  hoe  his  corn- 
Jonas  came  into  the  field  late, because  he  had  to  draw  a 
load  of  wood  &  do  some  other  things  before  he  could  get 
from  home",  toward  night  he  began  to  tease  Mr  Thomas  by 
pretending  that  he  meant  leave  the  work  &  go  home  he  final 
ly  did  n’t  do  quite  so  much  as  Mr  Thomas  wish’d  him  totho, 
he  did  a  good  dgcys  work.  A  temperate  day-sky  a  little  hazy 
in  the  South  Wimd  H  W 

< 

Thursday* Jonas  &  the  Boys  hoed  out  the  garden  Sc  Vineyardl 
in  the  AM  in  PM  2  small  loads  of  hay  were  drawn  in  ,on  the 
sled  Ira  &  Jonas  fix’d  their  Scythes  &  mow’d  a  little  on 
the  S  &  W  sides  of  the  Garden.  This  was  only  making  a  be 
ginging  toward  night  Ira  went  to  town  to  collect  some  money 
for  his  Brother  Benjamin  to  pay  Mr  Lovett, but  he  made  nut' 
poorly, while  Ira  was  gone  Jonas  &  Hiram  -with  Capt  Hinman’s 
cart  after  much  labour  on  Jonas  part  brot  down  a  load  of 
wood  for  his  use. The  haynwhich  today  got  in, today  amounted 
to  about  hundreds-it  was  mow’d  day  before  yesterday ;A11  the 
fore  part  of  the  day  it  was  clear  sky  over  our  heads 
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while  the  lower  part  of  the  horizon  was  cloudy  , however 
just  at  nigh  to  it  became  verry  cloudy  &  began  to  thftndexv 
one  dark  black  cloud  arose  in  the  N  E  &  pass’d  off  to  the 
Southard  along  the  E  mountain  giving  N  Taunton  a  pretty 
hard  shower-in  the  evening  it  rain’ds  some  here-with  a  lit 
tie  thunder,  -a  prtty  wary  day-wind  N  W-  Pumpkins  in  blow- 


Eriday-Ira  went  again  this  moling  on  a  collecting  route, 
he  got  a  little-that  little  was  so  small  that  it  was  tho’t 
best  not  to  carry  it  to  Mr  Lovett, it  is  silver  money- 
a  5  dollar-Bill  was  carri’d  by  Hiram  to  Mr  Lovett, who  en 
dors’ d  it  on  Mr  Harwood  note, this  bill  was  borrow’d  of 
Lucinda, Jonas  mow’d  a  little  more  in  the  S  meadow  in  the 
morn’g  &  then  went  Sc  mow’d  down  one  of  the  worst'  pieces  on 
the  farm-  it  is  commonly  call’d  the  swail-it  lies  on  tracy- 
brook-  Jonas  got  this  done  about  one  in  the  PM-Hiram  spread 
it  out  ijjxjtia*  PM  Jonas  mow’d  another  piece  in  the  South 
Meadow-this  was  not  spread  out.  Ira  in  the  AM  drew  2  loader 
of  wood,  for  Adam-in  the  PM  after  a  great  fus-just  at  night- 
he  drew  one  load  for  Mr  Thomas  with  our  own  cart-  it  took 
Mr  Cook  from  morning  till  late^ in  the  PM  to  put  in  an  axle 
tree  to  our  Cart-  the  old  man  was  verry  lame  Sc  had  a  bad 
place  to  work  in-his  pay  is  one  bushel  of  corn-  which  he 
receiv’d; at  night-  my  Father  arriv’d  here  about  middel  PM- 
he  sent  in  his  list  today-  AM  flying  clouds-  PM  clear  & 
pleasant  wind  Southardly-midling  warm-  a  small  part  rainbow 
was  seen  this  morning-  done  by  MrxHxxjDBaafcxH  Harwood: 


Saturday  AM  I  was  quite  indispod’d-I  grew  a  little  better  4 
the  PM  went  in  to  the  pasture  &  brot  home  the  Sheep-sold 

of  the  to  Mr  Rice-did  some  light  raking-  Jonas  in 
Pack’d  the  Barn-roof-  Ira  with  the  Cart  &  Oxen  drew 
2  loade*wood  for  him-Hiram  turn'd  hay>  PM  they  rig'd  the 
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cart>-rak’  d  up  the  ha.y  in  the  swail  &  pil’d  it  on  to  the 
cart  in  one  load-  Ira  pitch  on  &  Jonas  loaded-Jonas  tock 
the  team  &  Ira  went  to  pasture  to  catch  a  horse  for  him 
self  to  ride  to  town-  Jonas  got  his  load  about  2  thirds 
of  the  way  to  the  Barn-behold  a  large  parti  tip*  d  off-Hiaam 
soon  hand’d  it  on  to  the  cart  again-it  then  went  safe  on 
to  the  mow.  Ira 
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loaded  the  next  load, which  was  made  up  of  that  hay  which 
he  mow  the  day  before  yesterday, thi s  load  was  left  on  thea 
CartUlra  went  to  town  to  get  himself'  a  new  scythe-Jonas 
left  off  work  after  helping  me  cock  a  little  hay  which  he 
mow’d  on  the  111  in  the  PM-it  is  not  dry  to  get  in, that  hay 
which  we  got  from  off  the  swail  is  verry  good  in  quality 
&  quantity-  Jonas  thinks  it  amounts  to  15  hundreds**  Our 
gardens  abound  with  beautiful  flowers*such  as  the  Nol 
Pink  &c  &c  who  greatly  add  beauty  to  the  season.  Corn  grows 
verry  fast.  Rye  &  winter-wheat  loose  their  color  verry 
fast.  The  forepart  of  this  day  was  verry  warm-clouds  pretty 
compact-we  expect’d  shower  in  the  PM,but  instead  of  being 
so,it  grew  cooler-  the  clouds  more- dispers* d-with  refresh 
ing  breezes  of  wind  from  H  or  U  E 

13th  Sunday-morning  after  vometing  pretty  stoutly  I  grew  better- 

want  &  heard  Mr  Marsh  preach APleasant  but  warm  with  flying 
clouds  from  N  E-a  little  smokey** 

14  Monday  had  no  help  to  work  for  me  today  but  Ira  &  Hiram  AM 

we  fix’d  our  Scythes-mow’ d  a  small  piece  before  noon, it 
being  late  when  we  got  at  it  perhaps  at  10  Oc lock, in  the  PM 
after  spreading  our  swaths"  that  were  mow’  dd  in  the  AM  took 
Scythes  again  &  added  a  little  more  to  that  which  was" 
already,  down-  the  nextthing  was  to  throw  off  a  load  of  hay 
already  in  the  barn  &  get  in  another;,  this  is  what  Jonas' 
mow’ll  last  Friday  it  amounted  to  about  12  cwt.A  part  of 
what  has  been  mow’ dt  today,was  stout  grass  byt  by  far  the- 
greateter  part  was  verty  thin  &  poor, the  poorest  part  ex: 
tend.,  from  what  we  call  the  dry  brook  to  the  brook  from 
whence- which  we  get  water, it  lies  along  the  E  side  of  the 
lane  as  it  runs  from  bridge  toward  the  S;the  best  part  of 
it  lies  along  side  of  the  dry  brook-it  was  considerably 
lodg’d.  Mr  Thomas  &  Adam  work’d' for  me  at  Captl  Horton’ s 
for  Jonas.  A  pleasant  morning'- toward  the  close  of'  Day 
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&  finally  the  whole  PM  the  sky  was  verry  hazy- the  atmosphere 
smokey  pretty  warm  with  wind  S  W  at  night-  I  wrote  letter  to 
Dr  Hopkins  today  &  put  in  to  the  P-Office.  Ira  mow’d  a  lit 
tie  after  geting  in  the  hay- 


Tuesday-This  AM  I  had  6  mowers  in  my  meadows  •  5  of  whom  could 
do  a  days  work-Hiram  is  young  at  the  business^mows  slow, they 
cut  down  a  pretty  large  piece  the  S  Meadow, extending  South- 
of  that  which  was  mow’d  yesterday  before  noon  they  went 
inta.  the  N  Meadow  &  there  made  a  considerable  piece  of 
fall  down  before  them. This  piece  lies  W  of  the  Barn; by  the • 
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side  of  the  lane,  a  part  of  it  was  Clover,  this  part 
is  hounded  on  the  S  &  W  hy  the  Sheep-pasture.  My  - 
personal  employment  was  to  finish  patching  the  Barn-roof 
I  got  thro  with  it  about  11  in  the  AM, after  this  Mr  Thomas 
(who  had  been  one  of  the  mowers  )  Myeelff&  Hiram  spread 
most  of  the  swaths  that  were  mow’d  this  AM-  except  the 
clover-none  of  which  was  stir’d  today-  We  had  a  long  noon 
spell- every  man  took  a  knap  after  eating-  Hiram  read  Wms 
History  of  Vermont!.  In  the  P  M  I  took  Hiram  &  Mr  Thomas'’ 
with  me  into  the  South  meadow-wen t  to  raking-  the  others 
went  to  mowing, hut  necessity  soon  oblig’d  me  to  call  all 
hands’ to  raking, for  it  began  to  look  much  like  rain-it 
thunder’d  off  at  a  distance-we  got  all  that  was  in  the 
South  meadow  cock’d  up  ,4c  a  small  part  of  what  was  down  in 
the  (So)  N  Meadow-the  rest  was  so  wet-it  would  not  do  to 
rake  it, after  taking  a  little  ref reshment- every  man  went  t 
to  mowing  Clover, this  concluded  the  day-  Mr  Thomas  Mr  Gates 
Jonas jAdam  &  Ira-work* d  for  me  this  day-  This  morning  it 
look’d  verry  likely  to  rain  the  clouds  were  pretty  compact 
and  red-  these  soon  pass’d  away  &  left  us  under  the  influ 
ence  of  a  hot  parching  sun-a  little  PM  a  dark  black  cloud; 
appear’d  in  the  N  or  rather;  in  the  N  E-about  this  time  the 
wind  blew  high  from  N  W  (little  time)  for  a  few  moment s- 
the  thunder  began  to  roar- cl cuds  began  to  gather,  on  every 
side  of  ur&  ovarour  headers eemed  to  menace  something  terri 
ble,but  after  all  we  had  but  trifling  rain-not  more  than  a 
common  dew-it  broke  away  sun  an  hour  high  sunset  clear- 
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Wednesday  I  had  the  same  hands  to  work  here  today  that 
we  had  yes  ter day, In  the  morning  they  cut  down  the  remain 
der  of  the  clover  &  then  another  considerable  piece  E  of 
the  clover  N  of  where  it  was  mow* di yesterday-  I  did  not 
mow  any, neither  did  Hiram, but  spread  all  the  clover  swaths^ 
(except  that  which  Mr  Thomas  spread-he  did  nod  mow  so  long 
as  the  others  did  )  spreading  hay  was  the  whole  of  our  busi 
ness;  this  forenoon-  afterluncheon  Mr  Gates  &  Jona&- unload! 
ed  the  cart^  in  the  barn,  by  that  time  Ira  had  brot'i  up  the 
Oxen-  they  drew  in  a  load  or  two:  of  hay  before  noon  wrhile 
this  was  a  doing  Myself  &  three  others  finished  turning  hay 
&  rak’d  &  roll  up  (  except  that  which  was  rak’d  yesterday 
and  that  had  to  be  open’d  )  a  small  piece  near  the  Barn- 
In  the  PM  Mr  Gates  (who  loaded)  &  Jonas  got  in  all  the  hay 
in  the  South  Meadow  &  2  loads  in  the  N  Meadow.  Hiram  rak’d 
after  the  cart  ,6  loads  were  drawn  in  today-Mr  Gates  &  Jo 
nas  help’d  rake  when  they  had  finish’ d! their  other  business 
the  whole  of  the  Clover;  &  all  which  has  been  mow’d  today 
was  rak’d! (tod)  this  PM. I  provided  an  early  supper-work’ d 
till  after  dark  I  believe  all  were  wearied  with  the  labors- 
of  the  day-  The  day  was  verry  fine'  till  a  little  while  be 
fore  night- it  became  cloudy-many  sighns  of" rain, it  hasbeen 
a  temperate  day  with  wind  IT  ¥  Corn  is  silking  out-  It  was 
a  little  smokey-Mr  Gates’ work  was  to  pay  for  what  I  had 
done  f  or  him^ 

The  Eclipse  copied  from  the  Vermont  Gazette  No  2d(24th 


The  day  was  fair;not  a  cloud  appear’d  above  the  horizon- 
a  few  minutes  before  the  total  shade, many  stars  appear’d-- 


17  th 


a  considerable  change  of  atmosphere  from  heat  to  cold 
succeeded--  general  darkness- was  instantaneous--  the 

fowls  hasten’d  to  their  nightly  shelters -  the  cold 

increas’d  rapidly---  the  dew  fell  as  copiously  in  4  or 

5  minutes  as  during  the  preceding  night - stars  appeared 

all  around  the  horizon--  and  in  Bennington  the  total  shdde 
continu’d  3m.  50  s.  as  was  calculated  by  several  watches 
present.  The  scene  was  sublime  beyond  description 


(Page  17  i9  2/3’ s  left  blank  ) 
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Thursday  After  we  had  arrang’d  things^,  such  as  fixing  a 
hay-rack  for  the  wagon  &  sticking  down  (hay  or)  Stack- 
polls  we  drew  hay  2  teams, 19  loads  were  put  into  one  stack 
built  by  Jonas, Ira  loaded  upon  the  Waggon-as  I  did  on  the 
Cart-  Mr  Thomas  &  Adam  handed  the  hay  bdth  of  them  with 
(at)  one  team  at  a  time.  This  hay  I  have  salt’d-  12  loads 
of  it  is  Clover.  Pitch-forking  the  hay  to  Jonas- was  verry 
warm  work, indeed  I  do  not  think  we  have  had  a  hotter  day 
this  yeari.lt  was  about  the  middle  of  the  PM  when  when  we 
(got  this)  had  done  with  the  hay.  after  this  I  mow’disome, 
Jonas  mended  his  Cradle  at  least  work’d  upon  it-  Mr  Thomas^ 
mow’d  a  little  he  came  on  late  this  morning  &  left  us  pretty 
early  at  night',Adam  kept  the  field  till  Sun-down.  We  had 
strong  expectations  that  we  should! have  had  a  shower. there 
were? 
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many  great  signs  of  rain-from  about  9  in  the  AM  till  the 
middle  PM  the  sun  beat  down  verry  powerfully- during  that 
period  it  was  verry  hazy  and  lowery, toward  tnight  the  heat 
was  more  tolerablei the  Sun  was  shut  in  by  the  clouds?, we 
saw  no  more  of  him  today-flust  at  night  clouds  were  much 
broken,  Hiram  rak’d  after  cart-Ira  after  mowing  a  little 
while  went  to  town-It  was  a  little  smokey  today-From  the 
same  Ho  of  Acres  I  don*  t  think  I  shall  collect  the  same 
quantity  of  hay-off  from  any  other  part  of  the  farm  the 
same  business  again  this  year-  Thistles  begin  to  blossom- 
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18th 


19  th 


20th 


Friday  Myself  Adam  &  Ira  mow* d  down  a  considerable 
piece  reaching  from  where  it  has  been  mow’d, to 
Brown’s  fence  a  distance  of  nearly  (60)  40  rods  long 
&  perhaps  14  or  15  rods  wi  de  in  some  pi aces* in  one 
place  I  reckon  it  is  about  20  rods  wide-  we  have  not 
mow’d  the  whole  of  this  today  for  some  of  this  was  doe 
doni^last  night,  it  must  be  remember’d  that  this  part 
of  th4i.  meadow  which  I  am  now  speaking  of  lies  by  the 
S  side  of  my  Orchard, &  on  the  same  side  of  a  Hog-pas 
ture  7/hich  is  the  E  of  the  of  the  Orchard, In  the  PM 
Jonas  Myself  &  Hiram  (  the  latter  had  mow’d  some  in 
the  AM)  with  Cradles  &  rakes  Gather’d  enough  Rye  enough 
to  say  that  we  began  to  harvest  .The  rain  drove  us  from 
our  work. While  this  was  doing  Adam  &  Ira  went  around 
about  an  acre  &  mow’d  most  of  it  before  they  left  it, it 
is  the  handsomest  piece  on  the  Farm-  a  Walnut  Tree  stands 
in  the  S  E  corner  of  it-  the  Boys  got  wet  a  little-Jonaa 
didn’t  work  for  me  this  AM,but  mended  his  cradle-  It  was 
verry  lowery  &  pretty  warm  this  AM, but  about  d  in  the  PM 
it  sat  in  to  steady  rain  which  lasted  2  or  3  hours-no 
work  done  after  this*  toward  night  the  clouds^ appear’ d' to 
come  fran  S  E,it  was  cooler-  this  PM  than  in  the  AM  before 
this  rain  came  on, it  drizzl’d  for  some  time.  Segetation 
will  be  much  reviv'd  by  this  rain,  many  people  began  to 
grow  uneasy  about  the  drought-perhaps  this  will  put  a 
stop  to  such  complaints- 

Saturday  In  the  AM  veriy  little  was  done*ground  a  scytheo 
or  two.  Ira  mow’d  some-finish’ d  the  acre  which  Adam  &  he 
begun  yesterday.  Hiram 
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weati  with  Jonas  &  Adam-caught  a  number  of  Trouts  out  of 
my  Brook-they  had  13  apiece, PM  Myself  &  the  Boys  added 
mowing  to  enough  to  what  was  already  done  to  make  out, 
what  I  call  5  acres-all  of  which  lies  in  the  swath  ex 
cept  that  which  little  we  spread  ££ r  fear  of  its  souring. 
The  North  egge  of  the  standing  grass  runs  about  E  &  W  ±xm 
from  Brown’s  line  to  within  about  20  rods  o t.  the  lane- 
This  part  of  the  Meadow n  is  nearest  to  the  House.  Early 
this  morning  it  rain’d  pretty  hard, the  rest  of  the  day  it 
was  verry  lwwery  &  smokey  clouds  broke  away  about  sun- set 
verry  damp  air  in  the  evening  the  wind  N  W.I  observ’d  a 
fog  hanging  round  the  mountains  after  the  sun  was  gone 

Sunday. After  Mr  Marsh  end’d  his  exercise  Mr  Blood  of 
Shaftsbury  clos’d  the  day  with  a  smart  Sermon.  Last  night 
about  midnight  a  verry  heavy  shower  appear’d  in  the  N  W 
it  v/ as  starlight  here  (before)  before  the  shower  reach’d 
us, but  when  it  did  come  the  (what)  litle  we  had  of  it, 
was  verry  terrifying  there  was  one  continual  sheet  of 
lightning, with  2  or  3  verry  heavy  claps  of  thunder-most 
of  it  seem’d  to  be  at  a  distance  from  us, the  shower  pass’d 
off  to  the  South.  This  shower  purified  the  air  verry  much, 
the  day  has  been  much  cooler  on  that  account^f lying  clouds 
^ith  now  sind  then  a  spot  of  very  beautiful  transparent  sly 
strong  wind  N  W- 
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Monday  &y  about  10  Oclock  this  AM  Jonas  cradl’d 
Hiram  rak’d  &  I  bound  &  stack’d  half  sn  acre  of  good 
atout-plump  Rye.  This  Rye  fifcld  is  a  part  of  I  call 
Tracy-f ield, it  is  on  the  west  side  of  it  &  contains 
upwards  of  an  acre.  While  were  thus  employ’d  Adam 
<Sc  Ira  add'd  a  little  to  what  was  already  mow’d  by  cut 
ting  down  a  piece  extending  to  the  other  side( other) 
of  the  uper  brook, but  they  didn’tygo  so  fan  south  as 
the  Oats, after  they  had  done  this  they  spreadswaths 
when  Jonas  &  I  came  down  we  all  went  to  making  hay, 
before  I  relate  any  fatlther  I  must  make  one  remark 
viz  that  (of)  on  the  E  side  of  this  part  of  our  Meadow 
we  formerly  mow'd  pretty  stout  grass, but  for  some 
years  past  it  has  been  growing  thinner, this  year  it 
is  poorer  than  ever  I  saw  it  before  I  suppose  it  is 
caus’d! by  being  so  dry  last  year.  We  began  to  rake  be 
fore  noon, in  the  PM  it  look’d  verry  likely  to  rain, some 
scEmee  went  to  raking  &  some  to  cocking  ,my  Father  assjbt 
ed  with  his  rake, the  Oxen  were  brot'  from  pastured  put 
upon  the  Cart-drew  in  3  loads  of  hay  with  them-  this  was 
swamp 
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hay, all  the  hay  (except  a  few  hundred)  was  put  into 
cock, some  of  it  is  wet  a  little. That  Rye  which  Jonas  &  I 
left  in  the  morning, was  at  night  cut  down  Sr.  bound  &  stack 
’d  up-  This  morning  it  was  cloudy  Sc  look’d;. like  rain- 
after  some  time  these  clouds  broke  away- th e  atmosphere 
was  full  of  flying  clouds  from  the  west-the  air  temperate 
P  M  it  thunder'd  a  great  deal, but  all  the  showers  went 
around  us  on  every  side , we  had  drizling  -at  night  clouds 
broke  away,  but  I  saw  many  sighs  of  rain-AM  wind  W  in  the 
PM  N  W-this  is  an  imperfect  description- 

Tuesday  Ira  &  I  got  to  the  Barn  six  loads  of  hay-Adam  & 
Jonas  were  at  work  in  Mr  Thomas's  field  &  receiv'd  pay 
from  him. The  clouds  were  thick  in  the  South  &  over  our 
heads  ,  till  middle  of  the  PM,  the  wlouds  then  brokeo.away 
for  awhile, it  was  soon  clouded  over  again  &  began  to 
thunder^ look’ d  black  in  the  North, but  it  only  drizzled, 
a  little  here  .when  the  sun  went  down  it  shone  on  the  E 
mountain-a  sign  of  fair  weather  wind  S  W- 

Wednesday  This  morning  we  found  our  young  cattle  in  the 
High-way, the  reason  they  were  here, is  they  are  kept  in 
Mrs  Street’ s  pasture ,from  where  they  break  in  to  Capt 
Norton’s  end o sure s»he  turns  them  in  to  the  road-right 
enough  too,  Howevre  what  I  was  going  to  say  is, that  I 
went  with  my  Father  to  pasture  with  three  c&ttle  mend'd 
the  fence  a  little-  came  back  in  great  haste  but  could! 
hardly  keep  in  sight  of  my  Father  who  was  in  a  great 
hurry  to  get  home  to  doctor  a  sick-Cow-after  she  was 
attended  a  little, I  took  Ira  &  Hiram  &  went  to  work  for 
Mr  Thomas^ helping  him  gather  his  Rye, when  things  got 
regular-my  business  was  to  Stack, both  in  my  field  Sc  Mr 
Thomas's.  As  part  of  this  days  wtfTk  was  done  in  my  owni 
field! I  shall  give  a  list  of  names^and  each  mans  business 
beginning  with  John  Cushman-Silas  Stark  Sc  Jonas  Harwood’ 
Cradlers-  J oshua  Gates-Adara  Waters  &  Ira  Harwood-rakers - 
Sc  binders -Billing  carri'd  sheaves  together, Mr  Thomas  be 
fore  he  came  into  my  field  Mr  Thomas’s  Rye  was  Gather’d 
first- 
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"bottom  of  his  well, without  the  assistance  of  rope  or 
ladder; call*  d  for  a  rope, made  fast  with  it  rounddthe 
lamb, who  was  drawn  out  without  receiving  any  injury  from 
its  fall,ipy  Path  era  ascended  the  well  in  the  same  manner 
by  which  he  went  down  ,5b  receiv’d  no  apparent  damage.  This 
Sheep  &  lamb  are  Lydia’s  property.  I  think  she  ought  to 
be  verry  thankful  to  her  Grandfather  for  his  kindness- in 
saving  her  lamb, when  he  was  entirely  disinterested  in  its 
fate, perhaps  it  might  have  died  had  he  wait’d  for  help- 
In  the  morning  the  sky  was  clear, wind  S  W  but  toward  9 
Oclock  flying  clouds  came  from  IT  W  before  a  stiff  wind 
from  that  quarter, this  made  air  quite  supportable. In  the 
PM  wind  chang’d  abput  in  to  the  S  W,it  was  verry  warm 
during  the  remaining  part  of  the  day-with  flying  clouds- 
rain  seeds  at  night  with  other  signs- 

Saturday  I  took  Adam  &  Hiram  &  went  to  work  for  Jonas  in 
Capt"  Horton’ s- field .  I  rak’d  &  bound  with  Mr  Gates  after 
Jonas  cradl’d  Adam  follow’d  the  same  bus iness- awhile  in 
the  morning  but  left  it  &  took  up  reaping, as  did  Hiram 
the  whole  day  except  helping  Mr  Locke  stack-  this  is 
wheat  that  I  am  now  speaking  of^it  was  fully  ripe  as  I 
found  mine  was  when  I  came  from  Horton’s  field! on  my  way 
home-I  wish  now  that  I  had  gone  in  to  it  last  Thursday, 

Mr  Horton’s  wheat  pretty  stout,, for  this  year-  There  was- 
no  dew  last  nights  the  sky  was 
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hazy  Sc  cloudy-it  rain’d  some  in  the  evening  wind  S  W. 

A  verry  warm  day-perspiration  was  verry  free-  Ira  was- laid 
up  with  poison’d  feet 

Sunday  Heard  Mr  Swift  of  Williams  town,  preach,  A  warm  thifc 
loweey  A  M  Sc  a  slow  rainy  P  M-wind  S  W-Blackberrfe3  about 
ripening. 

Monday  I  enter’dmy  wheat  field  with  Jonas ,Adam,I ra  &  Hiram 
we  laid  dwwn  about  an  acre,&  left  it  in  single-band  shieva 
at  noon. Ira  left  the  piece  before  noon  with  poison’d  feet 
5c  didn’t  return  again, P  M  it  began  to  thunder  , the  first 
thing  was  to  pit  on  wheat  into  stack, Jonas  was  stacker;he 
erected  11  small  ones  upon  this  piece, we  count’d  our 
shieves-according  to  calculation  there  are  42  Shocks  in  4 
Stacks, we  rept  &  stack’d  enough  in  the  P  M  to  make  out 
nearly  2  acres, the  ground  which  we  went  over  in  the  A  M 
was  rather  more  than  an  acre. This  part  of  my  field  where 
are  now  harvesting,lies  on  the  S  side  of  (the)  it,Hinman’s 
old  Hyly  Barn  stands  near  the  cneter  of  it  from  H  to  S- 
we  did  not  reep  so  far  South  as  Horton* s,nor  so  far  north 
Hinmans  or  Brown’s  line,  the  piece  which  we  rept  is- from 
6  to  10  rods  wide.  This  field  comprehends  the  S  E  15/l 
acres  of  the  farm  (including  2  acres  of  Rye)  Sc  is  the  hand 
so  meat  field, I  know  of  being  nearly  square*  This  A  M  it 
was  verry  lowery  &  warm, at  noon  it  began  to  thunder, the 
clouds  appear’d  verry  black  in  the  H  &  H  W  the  thunder  thd 
at  a  distance  seem’d  to  be  verry  heavy, two  showers  went  off 
to  the  H  E  that  at  the  first  appearance  we  suppos’d  would 
come  here  at  night  we  had  a  slow  rain  come  on, but  little 
thunder  in  this  quarter.lt  has  been  verry  warm  the  whole 
day  wind  S  W  last  night  it  rain’d  a  good  deal. 
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Tuesday  Besides  those  hands  I  had  yesterday  I  have  had 
3  others^ the  whole  of  this  day  &  1  half  the  day-viz 
Elijah  Pay,  his  hir’d  man  John  Lawrence, Mr  John  Norton, 

Mr  Loan  Dewey-half  the  day.  We  reapt  &  bound  up  the  wte  at 
that  grew  on  5  acres  of  ground, it  is  verry  stout  plump 
wheat  too ,  &  so  is  the  whole  field,  bettween  sun  an  hour 
high  Sc  sun  down  all  the  grain  was  stack’d  that  Jonas ,& 
Elijah  Pay  were  stackers ,It  has  been  a  cloudy  day  with 
wind'1!!  W  not  over  warm.  Rain’d  some  in  the  night-Ira  is 
still  lame  does  no  work 

30  Wednesday  I  went  into  my  field  with  Jonas, Adam  &  Hiram, 

John  Norton  came  on  also-  we  reapt  rather  more  than  half 
an  acre  Sc  stack’d  it  Sc  left  the  field  on  account  of  the 
rain, just  at  night  Hiram  &  I  reapt  a  little  but  didn’t 
bind  it. 
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It  was  next  to  the  South  side  of  the  field, that  I  have 
found  verry  bad  work  among  my  wheat"  done  by  Capt  Nor 
ton’s  hogs, they  have  done  a  considerable  damage  in  other 
parts  of  the  field.  This  morning  it  was  verry  cloudy 
wind  in  S  W, about  10  Oclock  it  began  to  rain, it  was 
rainy  from  that  time  till  about  the  middle  of  the  PM  the 
wind  seem’d  then  to  be  getting  into  the  S  Efit  continu’d 
lowary  thro’  the  day, toward  night  the  air  was  chilly- 

31  Thursday  Had  six  hands  beside  myself  viz  Jonas , Adam, Ira. 

Elisha  Waters, John  Norton  &  Hiram, we  found  the  grain  veiy 
wet  this  morning  Sc  it  w as  badly  lodg’d  most  of  it  (being) 
standing  verry  thick, with  long  heavy  ears, the  grain  beirg 
in  this  situation, we  left  it  in  the  gavel, we  gather’d 
some  a  little  before  noon  which  we  bound,  in  the  PM  we 
bound  &  stack’d  the  whole  of  what  we  gather’d  in  this 
part  of  the  daymbut  didn’t  meddle  with  that  which  we  cut 
down  in  the  AM, except  a  little  that  was  rept  toward  the 
middle  of  the  day.  It  has  been  a  showery  day- there  were 
2  or  3  of  these  in  the  AM  one  of  them  stop’d  our  work  a 
little  while  to  the  others  we  paid  no  attention, about  1 
in  the  PM-came  up  a  3hort  but  severe  shower -not  to  do 
damage, but  raefcn’d  fast, cool  day  wind  N  W.  My  wheat  is 
badly  crinkl’d, so  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  it  without 
wasting  a  considerable  part  of  it, in  comparison  to  what 
v/e  3hould' if  it  stood  upright.  Tho’  I  call  this  wheat 
the  greatest  of  any  I  have  rais’d  for  several  years-' past; 
notwithstanding  the  greatest  part  of  the  field  is  is 
covered  verry  thickly  by  it; yet  in  many  small  spots  of 
ground, there s  scarcely  any  wheat  to  be  collected  from 
them, it  being  so  thin  &  poor. 
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1  Priday  The  same  hands  came  on  today, that  were  here 

yesterday, we  reapt  &  bound  in  the  AM, in  the  PM  we  took 
up  that  whcih  was  left  in  the  gavel  &  stack’d  it, Jonas 
made  the  largest  stack  in  the  S  E  corner  beside  two  or 
three  others  *  that  are  pretty  large,  here  I  believe  my 
field  yields  the  best, I  reckon  I  shall  have  30  bushel  to 
the  acre, the  whole  of  what  we  (this  PM)  gather’d  in  the 
AM  was  put  in  Stack,  chiefly  executed  bjr  Jonas, I  built  a 
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couple  but  they  do  not  suit  me  verry  well, but,  I  guess 
they’ll  stand  the  weather  pretty  well.  The  sun  was  about 
an  hour  high  when  we  finish’d  Stacking , then  it  was  that 
one  of  my  hands  ■  (Adam  Waters)  fell  sick  &  quit  the  field. 
Before  we  clos’d  our  days  work, a  strip  of  wheat  on  the  W 
side  of  the  Rye  (4  rows  in  width  &  rods  in  leggth  )  was 
cut  &  stack’ d, darkness  had  surrounded  us  before  we  sus 
pended  the  labors  of  the  day.  The  morning  was  verry  fair 
8c  cool,  as  had  been  the  preceding  night,  about  10  in  the 
AM  or  before, the  clouds  began  to  show  themselves  pretty 
plenty,in  the  3un  shone  thro’  a  thick  haze  as  thro’  a 
silk  handkerchief , flying  clouds, wind  S  W 

Saturday  Verry  early  in  the  day  Jonas  &  Hiram  went  into 
the  field  &  rept  &  stack’d  about  a  quarter  of  an  acre, 
this  was  before  breakfast , that  part  of  the  field  in  which 
they  did  this  exploit  is  on  the  N  side  of  the  Rye, it  is 
an  narrow  strip  about  Sour  rods" wide  &  runs  West  till  it 
strikes  West  side  of  the  field, after  breakfast  we  finished 
of  this  strip  above  notic’d  &  went  down  toward  the  S  W 
part  of  the  field, here  every  man  exerted  him, myself , Mr 
Gates  had  some  business  to  do  for  Mr  Me  in  the 

blacksmith’s  line, left  the  field  a  short  time.his  place 
was  fill’d  by  Mr  Me  a  SMxixz  smarter  reaper  reaper 

I  never  saw.it  seems  to  be  perfectly  easy  to  him, Mr  Gates 
soon  return’d  &  the  reaper  left  us.  By  my  mens  spirited 
behavior  I  was  enabled  to  finish  harvesting  my  wheat, it 
happen’d  abput  1  in  the  PM  in  the  S  W  corner  of  the  field 
where  the  grain  was  most  crinkl’d  &  ripest  my  Rather  was 
asaong  the  smartest  iof  us  this  AM  he  reapt  the  last  clip; 
Every  man  complain’d  of  the  back-ache  ,8c  was  glad  to  quit 
the  business.  Jonas  was  stacker  he  did  little  elsl  but 
repair  stacks- that  had  had  their  tops  blown  off  8c  stacki 
that  which  we  rept, the  grain  shell’d  pretty  badly, I 
reckon  we  harvest’d  about. 2  1/2  acres  of  ground.  I  never 
was  more  tir’d  of  reaping  than  at  opresentt  Aftera  late 
dinner  We  went  to  pulling  Flax, it  was  divided  off  in  the 
following  m 
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manner-The  two  Water’s  took  30  rods  of  ground, Ira  &  Mr 
Gat S3  the  same  Jonas  15 -&  Hiram  10, our  work  went  on  verry 
well  till  it  began  to  rain  which  was  sun  an  hour  high,we 
then  quit  the  business.  I  took  no  stint, but  pull’d  as  fas 
as  any  of  them, no  one  finish’d  his  j ob  ,nor  i3  it  likely 
it  could  have  been  ctoie  had  the  rain  held  off.  I  shall  mate 
make  a  rough  estimate  of  the  expence  I  have  been  to  get 
my  wheat  so  far  secur’ d-reckoning  my  own  as  well  as 
Hiram’s  labor  with  hir’d  hands  each  day  I  find  that  it 
has  cost  me  days  labor  &  3  Gallons  of  rum.  A  high 
gale  of  wind  blew  up  from  the  South, the  clouds  flew~verry 
swiftly  to  the  North-air  cool.  Sun  an  hour  high- the  wind 
subsided  8c  rain  secceeded. 

Sunday  Attendedpublic  worship-after  service  Mr  Marsh 
deliver’d  a  sermon  at  Mr  J .  House-Plying  clouds-wind  high 
in  N  W  air  cool.  By  the  appear  of  things ' I  don’t  it  rainfl. 
much  last  night-  no  wind  after  sun-set-entirely  clear. 


3rd 


Monday  Myself , Jonas , Ira, Adam  &  Hiram  mow’d  in  the  S 
Mdw  AM  rak’d  &  cock’d  it  in  the  PM,  the  cite  of  the 
place  I  shall  not  describe , some  of  it  produces  verry 
great  grass, while  otherparts  are  verry  poor. The  air  was 
tenperate-flying  clouds-wind  N  W  till  toward  night  then 
S  W-sky  a  little  hazy-  my  Father  spread  swaths  today- 
The  evening  Grass-hopper  begins  to  anounce  the  approach 
of  fall  by  singing  his  notes , he  began  last  year  in  July- 

Tuesday,  Morning  sent  Ira  after  the  Oxen- soon  as  break¬ 
fast  was  over  Jonas  Sc  Adam  went  to  carting  Eay-Ira  &  I 
pull’d  Flax  until  it  began  to  sprinkle, I  then  sent  Ira 
for  the  Hors’ s  in  order  to  have  2  teams  but  the  rain 
came  too  soon,  Adam  &  Jona  s  had  drawn  2  loads  of  hay 
stack’d  them, upon  that  stack  which  was  built  on  the  17th 
of  July-  the  hors’s  were  of  no  use-we  did  not  even  har¬ 
ness  them.  In  the  P  M  Jonas, Adam  ’  Ira  mow’d  upon  3  sides 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  S  meadow  I  E  they  follow’ d  the 
Fence  from  where  the  upper-brook  enters  the  meadow  to  the 
IT  E  corner,  while  they  were  doing  this  I  sunk  a  hollow 
log  (formerly  us'd  for  a  Bee-hive)  at  the  spring  in  the 
pasture  adjoining  the  meadow, for  the  convenience  of  the 
cattle  in  that  pasture,  about  3  in  the  P  M  all  hands  went 
to  pulling  Flax-continu’ d  this 
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till  Sun-down-pull’ d  a  pretty  good  dhare  of  it.  There’s 
upwards  of  an  acre  of  the  whole  of  it, it  is  quite  uneven 
some  of  it  is  long  &  some  short , however  it  is  much  better 
than  I  expected,  In  the  morning  it  was  lowery-  about  9 
in  the  AM  it  began  rain-  from  that  time  till  about  11  it 
rain’d  pretty  steady,  about  1  in  the  P  M  the  clouds  began 
to  break  away  in  the  N  W  it  gradually  became  clear,  the 
wind  blew  from  the  South  ffom  morn  to  eve- 

Wednesday  Jonas, Adam  &  Ira  mow'd  a  large  part  of  the 
upper  South  meadow  this  AM,  in  the  PM  they  rak’d  Sc  cock’d 
up, all  that  they  mow’d  today  &  yesterday  only  an  acre  to 
mow  now  in  the  S  meadow.  The  worst  mowing  I  have  on  the 
whole( the) f arm, id  to  be  found  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
South-meadow-  Jonas  dull'd  his  scythe  so, that  he  was 
oblig’d  to  go  Sc  grnd  but  it  seems  to  have  done  no  good 
for  he  didn’t  mpw  but  a  few  rods  af terwards , before  he 
dull’d  worse  than  ever.  Ira  came  off  pretty  much  the 
same-  fortune  was  on  Adam’s  side, his  scythe  escap’d  the 
stones-  they  all  complain  bitterly  of  the  mowing.  Now  my 
own  concerns  must  be  related, in  the  first  place, I  assists 
the  Boys -awhile  with  my  scythe, but  it  got  so  dull  that  I 
quit  it  and  assisted  my  Father  &  Hiram  about  (spreading) 
spreading  hay  till  11  Oclock-then  took  the  cart  &  oxen- 
coimnenc'd  the  business  of  drawing  hay  from  loads  I  col¬ 
lected  from  what  was  cut  down  last  monday.  I  find  it  will 
be  of  some  importance  to  me  another  year  to  know  the 
situation  of  thet  piece  just  mention’ d, the  whole  of  the  E 
side  (except  a  few  rode)  and  part  of  the  W  side, is 
bounded  by  what  was  mow’d  the  25th  day  of  July-vide  page 
21-it  runs  no  fatther  N  orthe  than  either  of  those  pieces 
referr’d  to, its  S  E  corner  is  aboutt 6  rods  West  of  the  NW 
corner  of  the  pasture.it  runs  west  (in  the  same  direction 
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that  the  North  fence  of  the  pasture  follows)  till  it 
comes  almost  to  the  "brook,  it  here  makes  an  angle-goes 
as  far  south  as  the  Bass-tree-then  strikes  off  to  the 
west-  makes  a  S  W  corner  where  the  upper  brook  enters 
the  meadowos.the  lane  then  makes  its  western  boundary  # 

My  Father  loaded  5  loads  of  hay  &  help’d  Hiram  mow  away 
2  or  3  load, I  pitchfork’d  on  &  off  the  cart.  Hiram  rak’d 
after  cart, the  5th  load  went  to  Jonas, the  last  one  Ira 
loaded, it  now  stands  upon  the  cart-  Some  few  flying 
clouds  in  the  A  M,the  direction  of  wind  rather  unsettl’d 
the  wind  wind  was  uniformly  S  W  (in  the  S  W)  heavy  clouds 
appear’d  in  the  N  E  some  thunder  heard-in  evening  a 
curious  cloud  appear’d  in  the  S-lighten’d  the  whole  time 
pretty  warm  day- 

*only  a  part  of  it  the  otherpart  has  been  men 

car’ d) 
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7  Thursday  We  all  mow’ d  together  upon  the  last  acre  in 

the  S  meadow  when  t&is  was  cut  down, it  was  as  late  as 
9  Oclock,this  acre  that  I  have  spoken  of, lies  in  the 
north  part  of  I  generally  call  ray  upper  meadow-  2  years 
ago  I  built  a  stack  somewheres  near  the  center  of  it, to 
day  when  I  came  to  pitch-fork  (it)  the  hay  that  grew  here 
this  eeaonn,I  found  it  to  be  the  heaviest  I  have  handled 
this  many  a  day-  the  greatest  part  of  it  is  wine  grass, 
but  to  return  to  Jonas, Adam  &  Ira  (good  fellows)  they  had 
to  put  their  scythes  in  some  verry  great  grass  in  the 
north-meadow,  I  will  leave  them  for  the  present, &  return 
to  my  own  personal  businessjl  threw  on  &  took  off  from 
the  cart  5  loads- today-  from  the  S  meadow  two  of  these 
went  into  the  horse  stable  &  two  to  Jonas’s,  the  others 
in  to  the  Barn, my  Father  loaded  all  this • except  one  Sc 
part  of  another, he  has  not  been  idle  today-  in  the  AM 
while  I  was  unloading  he  went  to  the  N  meadow  &  spread 
swaths. The  South  meadow  was  clear’d- of  hay.  When  I  went 
into  the  northe  meadow  I  found  that  the  Boy3  had  mow’ d 
two  considerable  pieces  the  one  this  side  of  the  corn¬ 
field  the  other  On  the  N  side  of  the  orchard, the  last 
piece  is  between  4  &  5  rods  wide  it  was  PM  before  they 
finish’d  mowing  they  had  rak’d  most  of  it,  I  help’d  a 
little  about  cocking  up  the  hay-^hile  Jonas  was  gone  with 
the  5th  load  to  his  Barn  (I’m  under  a  small  mistake  in 
the  No  of  the  loads  the  )  I  threw  of  from  the  cart  jrhis' 
load  Jonas  threw  off  himself  )  after  he  return’d  with  the 
team  two  loads  of  hay  went  into  the  Barn  in  a  short  time'. 
I  drove  the  team-Adam  threw  the  hay  to  Ira  in  a  hurry  I 
had  a  pitchfork  Sc  assisted  with  it  a  little , Hiram’ s 
business  had  been  to  rake  after  &  mow  away  during  the  day 
it  now  took  him  Sc  his  uncle  j  onas  to  follow  the  cart  and 
be  busy  too, all  this  was  done  after  dark, one  load  stands 
upon  the  cart.  In  the  AM-flying  abuds  from  S  W-PM  &ad  one 
small  dash  of  rain-wind  in  the  South  pretty  strong  some  & 
thunder-  verry  warm-lowery,&c  &c  Sec  - 

Friday  Altho’  we  had  a  little  bad  weather  in  the  morning 
made  out  pretty  well,  finish’d  mowing  the  N  meadow  &  rakQ. 
most  of  it  besides  geting  2  loads  of  yesterdays  Hay  into 
Mrs  Street’s  or  Jonas’s  Barn- 
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Had  a  considerable  shower  from  the  South  in  the  morning- 
the  rest  of  the  AM  was  lowery,less  so  in  the  P  M  wind 

5  W-warm  day-  Poor  hay  day- 

Saturday  I  this  day  put  a  petiod  to  my  haying  for  this0 
season.  In  the  first  place  we  mow’d  what  we  call  the 
swail  lying  in  Tanbrook  field, this  was  the  last  of  our 
mo  wing,  when  we  had  done  this-  the  next  thing  wss.to  open 
all  the  hay  in  the  N  meadow,  I  mean  that  which  (co)  had 
been  cock’d  up, this  dine, we  pull’d  the  last  of  my  Flax- 
a.  .piece  about  large  enough  for  a  man’ d  days  work-  little 
more  than  an  acre  I  raised  flax  from  this  year, the  last 
of  our  forenoons  work  was  to  turn  the  hay, in  the  PM  Jonas 
built  a  stack  consists  of  3  loads  the  other  loads  were 
carri’d  to  him, he  loaded  Sc  Adam  &  Ira  pitch-fork’d  the 
hay  to  him, after  they  had  done  work  at  night, I  heard  them 
give  six  cheers,  their  work  has  been  pretty  hard  this  PM, 
but  mone  was  not,  I  assisted  Hiram  at  raking  after  cart, 
he  &  I  rak’d  up  the  hay  in  the  swail  beside  considerable 
raking  in  the  meadow, but  I  was  as  tir’d  as  any  one  at 
night ,it  must  be  understood  that  the  part  of  the  N  meadow 
from  which  we  got  our  hay  today- is  the  N  E  3  acres  lying 
between  Clark’ s-Orchard, as  it  is  call’d  &  the  cornfield, 
from  this  spot  I  never  had  more  or  better  hay, in  fact  it 
always  fell  short  of  this  year.  By  the  side  of  the  brook 
and  in  moist  swaily  land  the  grass  was  much  the  largest 
of  any  we  have  this  year, upon  dry  land  it  was  thin  8c  shot  t 
this  is  the  cas  with  my  meadows, I  shall, when  I  have  finidh’d 
harvest , exhibit  an  account  of  my  hay  that  shall  give  a 
tolerable  idea  of  the  productions  of  my  meadows  this  seasa 
Within  a  few  hours  the  weather  has  had  a  remarkable  change 
from  heat  to  cold, for  it  was  quite  warm  last  evening  and 
the  evening  before, but  I  suppose  the  cause  of  this  sudden 
change  is, that  it  thunder’d  &  lighten’d  last  night  a  few 
miles  to  the  N  of  here  verry  heavily  a  part  of  the  shower 
came  here  but  didn’t  last  long  tho’  it  rain’d  verry  hard- 
today  after  a  few  clouds  -  pass’d  over 
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us, it  turn’d  out  to  be  a  pleasant  day  tho’  cool, wind  N  W 
the  even  was  also  cool  &  clear- 

Sunday  Heard  ^r  Caleb  Blood  from  Shaf tsbury ,The  day  was 
cool  Sc  cloudy  wind  N  W--  Evening  cold- 

Monday  The  whole  of  my  winter  grain  was  drawn  in  to  the 
Barn  by  3  teams-  Ira  manag’d  my  ox- team- Jonas  the  hors’s^ 

6  Mr  Thomas  with  Capt  Htnmanis  oxen, Adam  staid  in  the  fidld 
&  hand’d  shieves  for  Jonas  &  Ira  to  load.  Mr  Thomas  &  his 
son  went  with  his  team.  My  Father  Sc  Hiram  assisted  me, in 
packing  shieves  of  wheat  there  are  6856  single-band  shieras 
allowing  15  shieves  for  a  shock  it  will  amount  to  457 
Shocks  Sc  1  shief,no  double-band  shieves  (except  cap-shievass) 
are  among  them.  The  weather  was  good  ,  air  temperate , wind  NW 
Of  Rye  there  are  57  Shocks  Sc  13  shiefs-it  grew  on  4  acres 
of  ground-  My  wheat  when  on  the  ground  took  up  12  1/2 
aarres.  My  hay  this  year  according  to  a  rough  calculation 
that  I  have  made  amounts  to  40  Tons  &  cwt  it  was  got 
into  Barn  &  stack  in  good  order. Jonas  had  upwards  of  5 
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tons  of  it, my  wheat  was  damp-  not  in  such  a  dry  state 
as  I  could  wish  it  were,  hut  such  a  quantity  of  this 
kind  of  grain  never  was  rais’d  from  this  farm  in  one 
year  before.  I  have  had  remarkable  fortune  since  I  be 
gun  haying  in  having  good  hands  to  work  for  me , sdch  as 
Jonas*  Adam  .Waters,  his  brother  Elisha  &  Ira.  A  man  cant 
ask  fors  couple  of  better  hands  than  Adam  &  Jonas  have 
been  this  seasonS- 

Tuesday  A  M  (see) to)  repair’d  softe  fencing, J onas  cradled 
the  oats  P  M  he  &  I  harvested  part  of  the  Spring  wheat. 
Ira  &  Hiram  went  with  my  cart  &  oxen  &  help’d  Mr  Thomas 
finish  drawing  his-’ winter  harvest.  The  Boys  had  a  little 
bad  luck  when  drawing  up  the  last  load  which  was  pretty 
heavy  one  of  the  stakes  of  the  cart  rigging  off  but  the 
load  was  drawn  in  notwithstanding  all  that.  A  M  still 
cloudy  or  rather  hazy  day. a  verryy gentle  breeze  from  S  W 
pretty  warm- 
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Wednesday  After  it  had  ceas’d  raining  in  the  morning  I 
took  Ira  Jonas  &  Hiram  out  in  to  the  field. Jonas  cradl’d 
the  Spring  wheat,  Ira  &  I  rak’d  &  bound  it  .Hiram  rept 
&  bound  a  verry  small  piece,  we  stack’d  the  wheat  in  the 
same  fashion  as  we  some  of  it  was  quite  ms* twet 

when  it  was  put  up  but  it  will  dry  in  a  few  days  in  such 
small  stacks, I  suppose  it  would  have  been ^ a  much  better 
way  to  have  sav’d  my  winter-wheat- so ;  a  good  dfeal  of  it 
was  too  damp  wteen  it  was  stack’d  and  never  could  get  dry. 
Tho  the  largest  stack  in  the  field  had  but  259  shieves 
in  it.  It  was  pafct  one  in  the  P  M  when  we  got  thro’ with 
the  wheat. this  Spring-wheat  is  good  t&o  I  get  little 
more  than  half  a  crop  of  it, for  the  situation  of  this 
field  vide  the  first  day  of  May  1806-Vol  2d, page  72. 

It  was  rainy  a  little  while  this  morn’g-high  wind  in  the 
South  it  held  up  till  a  little  past  the  middle  of  the  day 
when  more  rain  came  down, but  the  clouds  soon  broke  away- 
no  more  rain  this  P  M  and  the  wind  rather  subsided,but 
it  continu’d  cloudy-  Contrary  to  my  general  mode  of  set¬ 
ting  down  my  work  I  have  omitted  mentioning  this  P  M* s 
business,  it  was  but  trifling  on  my  part, I  put  fire  to 
several  stumps  on  the  plow  field, Ira  carted  off  rails- 
Hiram  did  the  least  of  all, he  undertook  to  trim  out  a 
tree- top  that  had  been  felled  some  time  in  June  what  he 
did  in  3  hours'’ I  could  do  in  30  minutes- 

Thursday  Ira  plow’d  with  the  hors’s  at  the  (S)  N  E  cor 
ner  of  the  fallow  ground.  Hiram  harrow’d  in  the  S  W  cor 
ner  of  the  field. at  noon  his  team  drew  a  small  load  of 
wood  to  the  house.  I  prepar’d  this  for  loading  beside 
setting  stumps  on  fire, this  constitutes  our  A  M’ s  work. 

In  the  P  M  My  Father  Ira  &  Myself  took  up  those  Oats 
that  Jonas  cradl’d  other  day, and  cart’d  them  in  to  the 
Barn, My  father  bound  the  hither  field  of  oats  with  grass 
bands(which  he  had  before  prepar’d  for  the  purpose) while 
Ira  &  I  were  raking  and  binding  the  others, for  particulaB 
concerning  these  oats  see  Volume  2  page  72  May  2d  1806- 
Hiram’s  afternoon  work  was  lights 
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light  indeed, it  was  cross-plowing , with  the  same  team 
and  in  the  same  field  where  Ira  work’d  in  the  A  M  he 
might  have  done  much  more  than  he  did, had  it  been  his 
mind  so  to  do;  however  I  strongly  hinted  my  displeasure, 
toward  his  conduct , which  I  hope  may  alter  him  for  the 
better.  Nothing  uncommon  in  the  weather  flying  clouds ■ 
from  s  W  pretty  warm-  xhis  day  l  din’d  upon  Suceutosh- 
Thero  were  261  snieves  oi  Oats  in  all-  half  from  (fr) 
one  field  the  other  half  from  tne  other  field- 

jjriaay  my  own  wo tk  was  upon  no  fix’d  obj ect-somefcimes 
trimming  trees  that  were  lone)  down  on  the  ground  & 
scnetimes  setting  stumps  on  fire  and  keeping  up  xhdse 
that  had  fire  in  them  on  w-o-d-glast  Hiram  harrow‘d  a 
small  piece  late  in  the  a  m  at  S  W  part  of  the  plowfield 
l  call’d  off  him  <sc  nis  team  &  drew  2  loads  of  flax 
(which  comprehends  the  whole  or  it  /  in  the  r  M.  Father 
stack‘d  it  while  this  going  on,i  drew  off  a  Barrel  of 
Cyder  &  sold  it  to  W  Branch  tne  rest  of  the  b  M  was 
spent  in  securing  our  2  hay-stacks  oy  fixing  straw  & 
swingle  tow  upon  their  summits,  verry  lowery  &  warm 
wind  Southardly-  ira  f ollow- d  the  hors  plow  and  was 
pretty  much  wearied  at  night- 

Saturday  I  shall  nox  attempt  to  give  any  particulars 
concerning  this  day,  i  was  one  of  the  republican^pro- 
cession  who  march'd  into  the  field, in  the  rear  of  tne 
regiment  under  the  command  of  Maj’r  Hawkes  &  Capt 
Henctryx  our  music  was  sweet, it  was  compos’d  of  2  or  3 
German  flutes-l  nautboy  and  a  violin,  when  the  citizens 
had  march’d  into  tne  field; in  the  rear  of  the  regiment  • 
They  dispers’d.  The  regiment  underwent  a  general  inspec¬ 
tion, his  excellency  the  captaingeneral  was  presiding 
officer^  in  this  business  the  majorgeneral  &  brigadier- 
were  both  (here)  present,  i  think  the  regimen!  (is)  was 
small, some  companies 
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were  not  more  than  half  full, other  snot  so  many,  before 
tne  (citizens  f;  militia  left  the  field, the  citizens 
f orm‘ d  again  and  march'd  to  the  State-arms^ it  so  hap¬ 
pen'd  that  i  didn’t  join  them  in  their  march  or  festival 
as  i  had  previously  intended  to;  When  the  regiment  re 
turn'd  from  the  field  tne  sun  was  about-1  l/2  hour  high, 
at  this  time  some  heavy  vollies  were  given,  i  return’d 
home  quixe  fatigu'd,  a  fair  morning,  hot  a  M  hazy  B  M 
nox  quite  so  warm  as  in  tne  forenoon  with  gentle  breeze 
rrom  South, tho’  in  a  M  it  was  n  W- 

Sunday  Mr  Marsh  preach’d  three  sermons  today-2  at  the 
meeting  house-  at  Mr  J  Hous’e  the  last  i  believe  was  the 
best  of  theee.  flying  clouds .pretty  warm  a  M  wind  S  P  M 
wind  H  W- 

Monday-  i  commenc’d  a  new  kind  of  business , which  was 
that  or  plowing  my  wheat- stubble,  l  made  a  beginning  on 
the  m  siae,lecjving  a  strip  of  land  aoout  3  rods  wide  to 

be  plow’d  when  the  old  niley  isarn  is  out  or  the  way, tho* 
it  was  late  in  the  a  M  when  l  got  to  work.i  made  out  $o 


&-V 


plow  an  acre  and  a  half.nad  fior  a  team  a  yoke  of  oxen 
&  1  norse.  niram  drove  the  m.xra  crossplow’ d  witnh  horse 
and  did  a  pretty  gooa  ebays  work  too.  it  has  Deen  a  cool 
day  for  this  season. lair  in  the  morning  before  noon 
flying  clouds  oegan  to  rise, wind  im  W  P  M  wina  in  the 
south-  hazy  with  some  signs  of  rain, clear  in  the  eve- 

19  Tuesday  My  business  has  been  the  same  today  as  it  was 

yesterday,!  labor’d  more  hours  &  plow’d  rather  more- 
than  1  did  on  the  18th.  i  was  oblig'd  to  send  ira  &  his 
team  off  to  the  carding  machine  about  the  middle  of  the 
P  M  he  return'd  »ome  time  in  the  evening  otherwise  his 
work  differ'd  not  from  what  he  did  yesterday,  xhis 
morning  mt  Marsh  came  to  see  my  cows  in  order  to  ouy  one 
but  it  happen'd  tnat  none  of  them  will  calve  soon  enough 
i or  him;uut  he  thinks  he  shall  have  one  of  me  if  he 
should  not  make  out  any  uetter.  it  nas  oeen  a  bowery  day 
rain’d  a  little  m  a  M  about  tne  middle  oi  the  r  M  it 
rain’d  for  a  short,. 


20th 


21 
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time  considerably  after  tnat  the  fog  came  down  the  sides 
oi  the  mountains  which  made  the  weather  appear  verry 
gloomy. The  air  has  been  pretty  still  a  light  breeze  earns 
from  the  South  in  the  morning, out  the  rest  of  the  day  it 
blew  from  n  W  it  has  been  a  cool  day** 


Wednesday  m  the  morning  i  went  down  to  jonas’s  to  talk 
with  him  aboutu  tne  spring, out  he  could  not  come  today 
1  had  some  thought  of  going  at  it  myself  out  i  didn’t* 
i  follow^  my  plow  the  same  as  i  have  done  for  these  2 
days,  ira  has  none  so  likewise, web  both  got  to  work  late 
in  tne  morning  &  kept  at  it  latere  at  night.  Kainy  & 
lowery  in  the  morning  wind  south, toward  noon  it  broke 
away  into  flying  cloudd  in  the  p  M  tnere  were  some  few 
others  with  a  kind  of  hazy  smo£ey  atmosphere,  pretty 
warm  in  p  M  when  compar’d  witn  the  a  M  wind  jx  W.  Two  or 
three  oi  the  preceding  days  nave  been  smokey  &  I  nave 
omited  mention  it, thro  forgetfulness,  lame  cherries 
are  still  hangin  on  the  trees  tho  few  in  numoer-  i  believe 
it  rain’d  some  in  xne  night,  my  pather  kept  himseif  verry 
busy  today  clearing  off  those  trees  he  cut  down  about  the 
2d  of  June  *  see  page  8  th- 


xhursday,  when  i  left  home  it  look* d; likely  to  rain, it 
did  accordingly, ai ter  a  had  plow'd  a  few  bouts,!  left  my 
team  and  took  snelter  under  neighbor  Norton’s  roof  till 
the  storm  was  over-then  return’d  to  my  team  and  turn'd 
them  out  to  pasture  w©nt  home  it  was  some  1  time  before 
noon, however  i  lost  no  time  by  that!, because  l  bus! ’a 
myselfj.  in  tne  .barn.  I  sent  niram  [  about  noon;  up  tp 
Gatea.’ s  to  get  a  horse  aod,Dut  he  return'd  without  ef 
fecting  his  purpose,  ira  left  his  work  &  went  home  when 
the  rain  came  on, he  &  I  took  up  our  teams  early  in  p  M 
and  continu'd  our  business  until  night*  xhis  morning 
previous 


#  I  mean  July* 
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to  its  raining  tne  cloud a?  were  verry  tnick  ana  hung  so 


22a 


2  Mi 


24  tn 


25  $h 


low  as  to  touch  the  mountains  it  was  also  smoxey,so  that 
it  darken'd' the  atmosphere  in  a  moderate  degree,,  it  realy 
appear’d  gloomy  i  or  awhile. The  rain  came  on  and  last’d 
aoout  2  nours  pretty  tight, the  clouds  then  rather  oroke 
away  the  sun  castforth  his  beams  oetween  the  flying  vapoB  s 
that  envelop^  the  skies, in  this  manner  ,it  continu’d 
till  ewe-the  srnolce  was  nox  thick  today  only  enough  to  make 
the  air  blue-une  thing  more  that  is  the  wind  blew  steady 
&  strong  from  the  south- 

Briday-ny  work  did  not  cnange  j.rom  what  it  was  yesterday, 
but  1  didn’t  get  quite  so  much  of  it  done  as  l  laid  out;.  to 
in  the  morning  because  i  was  hinder’d  in  the  middle  of 
the  day, by  having  a  parcel  of  hogs  to  take  care  of.  i 
shut  up  those  tnat  i  mean  to  fatten  in  a  pen  by  themselves 
I  now  give  them  green  corn  with  tne  stalks- and  husks  oe- 
sides  a  little  provender.  T&ks  is  all  tnat  l  have  to  say 
or  myself  today,  ira  follow’d  his  business  verry  cheer¬ 
fully.,  uf  the  weather  x  shall  speak  oriefly.it  rain’d  a 
little  in  the  morning, uef ore  noon  there  was  a  consideraoie 
shower  which  arose  in  the  a  W,the  main  body  or  which  pass’d 
on  to  the  E  of  us  out  it  was  attend’d  with  some  degree  of 
£hunder  *  ligntnig.xhe  clouds  continu’d  to  move  from  the 
South  in  broken  manner  till  the  latterpart  of  the  x  M,they 
then  collected  in  to  a  compact  body  in  the  a-  it  appear'd 
to  oe  calculated  to  come  here, it  only  sprinkl'd  a  few 
drops  upon  us, but  on  Carpenter • s  hill ,Hous* s , valley  *  all 
S  of  there, it  appear’d  to  shower  uown  upon  them  verry 
heavy,  inis  shower  was  also  attend’d  with:; thunder,  ^othirg 
remarkable  occur* d  after  this  wind  has  oeen  steadily  from 
S  W 

Saturday-I  held  plough  as  usual  till  noon,  r  M  assist'd 
Capt  norton  *  his  brother  with  my  cart  *  oxen  getting  in 
hay, he  had  two  teams  besides  mine  so  that  tneir  nay  wass 
soon  secur’d. I  pitchfork’d  for  uapt  norton  ro  loadjniram 
rak’d  after  cart  when  the  teams  had  drawn  in  all  the  hay, 
they  drew  in  several  loads  of  oata  my  team  went  two  load®' 
out  I  didn’t  go  with  tnem  out  help'd,  aoout  stacking  cats, 
my  cart  was  left  load  <sc  my  turn’d  ,  in  to  my  pasture, when 
1  was  not  present, they  secur’d  all  their  oats  tnat  were 
not  carri’d  in  to  the  x>arn.  ira  in  the  a  M 
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finish'd  plowing  the  fallow  ground  the  2d  time.m  the  r  M 
he  plow  part  oi  that  ground  from  whence  we  rais’d  our 
uaney  &  Flax  this  year  ^see  vol  2d  pg  72  *  )  The  air  was 
temperate,  cloudy,  a  m  wind  j*  W  P  m  S  W- 

Sunday  Went  to  cnurch  Mr  Marsh  preach*  d  it  has  rain’d 
continually  cloudy,  rrum  morning  till  after  Sundown  it  th» 
clear’d  oil  the  air  has  been  uncommonly  chilly  thro1  the 
whole  day  wind  northardly-  corn  Potatoes  &  beans  are  in 
a  iiourisning  condition , crass  is  kept  back, in  a  great 
measure  Dy  cr ass-hoppwrs- 

monday  nirara  aid  not  drive  xeam  for  me  today  i  had  wo  do 
without  a  driver  and  have  a  jsoy  ^Jack  Street;  to  ride 
horse  in  his  stead,*  so  drive  my  oxen  myself, in  this  manna*' 


26  th 


27th 


28th 


l  nave  executed  a  pretty  good  days  work.  Ita  finish'd 
f>2>  wiring  the  jai  past  oi  the  tracy  iield  and  plowed  a  few 
iurrows  on  the  w  side  where  we  had  nye  tnis  year;niram 
<5 c  Jonas  thresh’d  winter  wheat  with  his  span  oi  wors’s. 

The  weather  was  fine  today,  a  little  log  ascended  the 
mountains  in  the  morn; the  preceding  night  had  oeen  verry 
cold, tne  rest  day  the  air  was  temperate , the  wind  was 
from  im  W  tin  just  at  night  it  was  then  o  W-  signs  of 
rain- 

luesday  I  plow'd  with  the  hoy  and  team  till  noon  i  then 
lent  my  oxen  to  Messrs  Thomas  and  Gates  to  draw  into  the 
Barn  3  loads  of  Oats, in  the  F  M  I  sent  Hiram  (he  &  Jonas 
had  oeen  threshing  in  the  a  m  )  into  the  field  aplowing, 
ne  informs  me  that  he  had  to  wait  a  considerable  time  for 
the  oxen, so  that  he  didn’t  plow  a  great  deal,  l  wor k’ d 
at  the  x>arn,helping  my  Father  about  Stacking  straw  & 
assisting  Jonas  at  winnow  the  Wheat  which  amount’d  to 
nearly  27  buhls,! or  i  can’t  tell  certainly  how  much  there 
is  of  it  because  we  did  not  finish  winnowing,  sun-aoout 
an  hour  high  i  went  up  to  the  field  and  took  the  oxen 
from  tne  plow  &  put  them  upon  the  cart  and  drew  in  2 
loads  oi  apring  Y/heat*  17  Shks  &  9  Svs 
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ana  i'm  glad  to  say  this  is  all.  Jonas  &  Hiram  with  the 
Hors's  in  2  days  nave  thresh'd  5u  Shocks  of  wheat.  Ira 
has  been  plowing  on  the  fallow  ground  a  3d  time.  The  wind 
has  been  uniformly  S  W  today  &  the  clouds  thicken'd  up 
quite  fast  in  the  f  M, before  night  it  began  to  rain  In 
the  H  W  and  appear’d  likely  to  here, out  didn’t 

Wednesday  After  having  some  trouble  about  getting  my 
team  together  X  follow’d  my  plough  pretty  steady, till 
turn’d  out  for  night.  Jack  street  rode  norse  fur  me 
again,  xra  has  plow'd  a  verry  good  days  work  upon  the 
fallow  ground,  u onas  &  Hiram  say  it  took  then  till  late 
in  the  a  M  Defore  they  could  get  ready  for  threshing  so 
they  didn't  get  off  their  3d  flooring^ A  flooring  for 
nors’s  i5  0  shieves  or  lu  Shocks)  but  left  it  rather 
more  than  nail  thresh'd  it  is  Jonas’s  hors’s  that  do 
tne  threshing,  xhis  morning  the  mountain  tops  were 
crown’d  with  thick  mist.  ~eavy  clouds  were  in  the  &  S 
of  us.  xhis  scene  was  soun  chang’d  to  a  delightful 
clouded  sky, the  clouds  being  driven  before  a  light  n 
Wester*  temperate  air- 

xhursday  i  neld  plough  as  x  had  done  before  for  several 
days  past,!  have  almost  finish’d  the  last  land  upon  the 
W  side  oi  the  field  also  had  the  same  Team  ana  Boy. Fori 
a  certain  Waggon  made  or  bargain  vide  page  87  2nd  day 
upon  the  page,  ira’s  work  was  tne  same  thing  over  again 
ie  ploughing, he  had  to  change  his  team  on  account  of 
tne  waggon  business, now  for  several  days  past  ne  has 
work'd  a  horse  of  his, by  the  side  oi  one  of  mine, till 
today  noon  had  to  curn  out  his  horse  xo  pasture  in  r  M 
oecause  he  was  put  oif  for  tne  waggon  *  Jonas  thresh'd 
wheat  in  aM  with  his  horses  niram  assisted  him, this 
time  tnreshing  they  have  beat  off  4u  Shocks, in  the  f  M 
they  undertook  to  winnow  wnat  was  thresh’d  but  lack’d 


for  wind, so  they  left  it  afterhaving  winnow  d  a  small 
neap.  The  Man  of  whom  we  got  the  waggon  tarries  here 
tonight,  it  has  oeen  a  cool  day  for  tne  season  tho' 
clear ,wind  N  W,the  evening  was  quite  chilly  ana  autumn  ltte 
lijce-  One  ooservation  further  (ei)ie  that  it  was  hazy 
in  the  South  just  at  night. 

#  He  work'd  one  of  oonas-s  in  the  P  M 


29  th 


3uth 


3ist 
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Friday  in  the  a  m  I  finish'd  ploughing  on  the  w  side  of 
the  wheat  stuobie  and  went  over  upon  the  E  side  &  plough?d 
(w«.e-he^e-«ei»e j  tnat  strip  oi  land  which  1  left  there  when 
l  began  to  plough  the  field  see  page  33d  and  2d  day  on 
that  page, Jonas  &  Hiram  took  off  the  old  Kyley  .earn  (now 
in  Capt  Hinman's  possession;  ,  and  put  it  upon  upon  uapt 
hinman’s  land  for  when  it  stood,  it  was  upon  my  rather^ 
land  and  very  much  in  the  way  too, and  there  never  was  any 
promise  from  my  father  to  uapt  ninman  or  any  one  else  th^ 
the  ham  should  stand  upon  his  (my  father's  )land.  it  was 
built  Dy  my  brdtfter  Asa,  i  gave  him  leave  to  set  it  where 
he  did( which  was  upon  the  same  ground  that  it  always- oc¬ 
cupied  till  today) tho'  I  had  no  authority  to  do  it  any 
more  than  any  of  our  neighbors, or  any  other  indiff ercnt< 
man, it  was  sold  by  Asa  to  one  oage  from  him  to  J  Ryley 
from  his  hands  it  pass'd  into  ninman's.  Within  the  last 
Jkast  12  months,!  have  frequently  notified  ninman,that  I 
wished  to  have  him  take  away  his  r>arn,&  he  has  frequently 
promis’d  he  would,  the  last  time  i  went  to  see  him  about", 
it  he  intimated  that  the  narn  was  a  poor  old  thing, that 
he  should  take  it  away, out  did  not  think  it  worth  setting 
up  again.  How  it  is  a  month  since  a  parcel  high-f ellows 
raz’d  this  old  ^arn  to  the  ground, in  so  ding  they  cut  off 
some  of  the  ©races  &  some  otherparts  of  the  timber, so  as 
to  render  tne  frame  entirely  unfit  to  set  up  again, accord* 
ingly  Jonas  went  to  work  to  get  it  off  any  way  most  con¬ 
venient-cut  out  a  numoer  of  oraces  <sec,  while  he  was  thus 
ousied  in  my  service;  uapt  ninman  came  up-  he  was  so  verry 
angry  as  wo  be  unaoie  to  u.tter  a  syllable,  he  hower  said, 
a  wora  or  2  which  verry  much  sppil*d  my  temper-but  i  said 
verry  little  to  him  out  kept  about  my  work, the  old  man 
went  off.  Jonas  winnow-  d  up  23  bhls  of  wheat  this  r  M 
Hiram  &  I  finish'd  ploughing-and  top-rail’ d  Hinman’ s  ience 
uetween  his  Kyiey  place  and  our  f arm(  See  Monday  next 
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Saturday  jonas  &  I  tnresh;  s  &  winnow'd  7  Dhls  of  nye..  Ira 
with  oxen  sc  Hiram  with  Hors*  s  finish’d  plowing  the  fallow 
ground  a  3d  time  itr is  now  ready  for  sowing,  xhie  air  was 
smokey  wind  in  the  south  in  the  a  M  few  or  no  clouds  P  M 
it  was  hazy  <r  cloudy-sighns  or  signs  of  rain-  it  w<*s  veriy 
warm  today-compar* e  with  some  days  we  have  had  preceding* 
this.  This  a  M  Capt  Norton  inoculated  several  trees  in  my 
young  orchard 


ounday  i  this  day  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  Mr  Marshal 
preach,  i  shall  make  no  comments  upon  what  he  said. he  had 
a  verry  pleasant  audience.  It  has  been  warm  today -was  very 

cj.ouay  in  the  morning-  otherparts  of  the  day  flying  clouds 
wind  oouth.,nast  evening  was  warm— 
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1st  Monday  1  begun  to  sow  Rye  upon  the  field  whicn  i 

finish'd  plowing  last  Friday.  This  rield  is  bounded 
on  the  E  by  Capt  Hinman's  Ryxey  lot  *(in  the  center  ot 
rather  a  few  rods  South  of  the  center  of  this  line  stood 
the  oxd  x>arn, which  has  had  so  much  said  of  it)  (on  the) 
and  Norton's  orchard-south  by  his  farm-  west  oy  a  part 
ox  our  own  iarm-  north  oy  the  same  and  a  few  rods  of 
Capt  Hinman&s  Dr  j>ay  jam-  line  running  from  js  to  W  tne 
field  contains  15  i/2  acres, the  whole  of  it  I’m  going 
to  sow  with  Rye.  After*- having  sown  4  bills  of  wye  on  the 
same  no  of  Acres  of  ground*  jonas  thresh'd  out  ec  winnow  d 
9  Dhls  of  hye*  Ira  &  Hiram  with  their  2  teams  harrow  d 
in  the  Eye  which  i  had  sown,  xhe  south  wind  has  blown 
pretty  strongs  and  steady  )£?©»)■  toward  night  the  clouds 
thicken'dup  verry  fast-  in  the  evening  it  rain* d-Friday 
last  brot  from  the  opposite  page.  i*ow  when  uapt  ninman 
came  t  o  me  in  toy  field  l  salut'd  him  with  "Good  morning" 
&c"  I  cannot  positively  say  what  he  said 

SEPTEMBER  I8u6  4u 


at  tnat  time,DUt  I  ©nail  venture  to  say  thus:  "1m  verry 
much  affronted, I  cannot  speak"  and  some  other  word9  to 
the  same  purpose, to  avoi&  a  quarrel  I  made  no  answer; 
but  kept  aoout  my  Dusiness,i  shall  now  leave  uapt  Hlnaan 
for  something  more  substantial.  The  weather  was  pretty 
warm^Sky  hazy  in  the  south, it  was  clear  in  the  North- 
wind  south, ira  plow'd  with  the  nors's- 


2d 


Tuesday  m  the  a  m  clear'd  off  some  brush  from  the  ground 
where  we  wish'd  to  plough*  Jonas  tackl'd  the  new  Waggon 
&  drew  a  few  loads  of  wood  for  himself.,  ax  first  i  did 
not  like  this  waggon  because  it  was  not  made  Jersey-rash- 
ion,  out  upon  a  farther  consideration  upon  the  matter  I 
believe  I  snail  like  the  thing  well  enough  to  own  it. 

Ira  &  hiram  piow  with  oxen  and  1  horse  on  the  w  side  of 
rracy-field-  Rye-stubble^  see  page  ±fc.;19.  July  21-1806) 

P  M  Ira  Jonas  &  Myseli  attended  jjreemen’ s  metting.  I 
voted  for  following  candidates-  jor  uov'r  Israel  Smith- 
Eieut  vxOV*r  raul  j>righam,m  this  town  i  Tichenor  had 
votes-  I  Smith  1  put  in  the  following  list  of  Council¬ 
lors-  which  i  snail  set  uown  in  the  following  order.. 


Councillors 


wm  nenry  jun,  had  my 
Also  James  Witherill 
J osiah  V/right 
Jonas  ualusna 
Eliakim  Spooner 
Samuel  ohepardson 
jsenj  am  in 


vote  for  representative  from  the  town 
for  repre*s  for  the  S  W  Dis  to  Congress 
James  witherill  Nathaniel  .wiles 

Asaph  kletcher  Eeriah  noomis-- 

Elias  nays  Eoah  Chittenden 

EDenezer  wheelock  John  White 
owan  Treasurer 


We  tnis  day  (by  a  letter  from  Ephrm  Taylor)  gut  the  mounn- 
fui  news  of  the  death  of  our  sister  nucretia  Dewey-who 
departed  this  life  on  (Tuesday)  Sunday-i3l  of  July.Erdher 
Taylor  lives  in  Tyringham  he  uated  his  letter  22d” of  July 
the  letter  has  lain  in  our  Post-oifice  more  than  a  month, 
it  was  thro*  negligence  in  the  ro st-master  and  oursexves 
tnat  we  uidn' t  get  this  letter  Deforest  informs  that  Lu- 
cretia  died  on  stockbridge  planes^for  farther  particulars 
see  the  letter)  This  morning  everything  -out  of  Boors”, was 

wet  &  tne  oroo*  was  considerably  rais'd;!!  one  Smith  gets 


3d 


4  th 


5  th 


a  majority  or  Votes, last  year  nooinson  naa  out  majority. 
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may  judge- irom  these  things- that  a  large  quantity  of  rain 
had  x alien  auring  the  nighty  it  was  desired  by  every  iriend 
to  agriculture  &  it  was  reqlly  necessary  to  the  growth  of 
I  all  vegetaoles.  The  ground  before  this  rain  was  verry 
dry-the  roads  were  extremely  dusty-  it  was  so  in  the  plow- 
rield  that  it  was  verry  unvomf ortaole  working  upon  lt- 
ha rrov/ing  or  plowing, but  ail  this  has  now  ceas'd,  it  aidn* 
clear  off  today, out  was  verry  cloudy  and  some  arizzly-  1 
mean  after;  it  rain’d  an  hour  or  2  pretty  smartly  in  the 
morning, JnntJae  A  M  it  was  of  heavy- dull -warm  wind  South- 
P  M  it  was  cooler, wind  IT  ¥  a  little  before  evening  it  be¬ 
gan  to  rain  verry  fast,  flow  at  bed  it  still  continues.  I 
think  foliage  Begins  to  fade  a  little,tho’  many  trees  are 
as  Dright  as  ever.  The  Mellon, Apple  and  some  few  plumbs* 
will  uow  do  to  eat. 

Wednesday  Little  was  uone  today  Jonas, Myself  Sc  Eatner 
fix’d  the  uarn  floor  for  threshing  seed-wheat, c^ief  that 
was  done  after  this-was  to  thresh  ^withnors’s)  1  flooring 
of  2oo  ahieves  another  of  *  shieves.  i  suppose  it  rain’d 
during  the  whole  of  last  nights  it  didn’t  cease  today  till 
almost  noon,  this  storm  is  tedious  the  n  W  wind  clew  strogg 
&  steady; in  the  P  M  it  rain* d  about  3  hours, the  wind  s 
strenghten* cl.  especially  after  it  had  stop'cu raining, in 
fact  this  storm  has  been  a  verry  inclement  one,i  hope  it 
is  over  for  the  poor  cattle  saKe,for  i  believe  this  rain 
at  this  season  is  as  tedious  for  tnem  as  as  snow  is  in  the 
winter- 

Tnursday  uonas  &  i  thresh’ e  with  his  span  of  Mares  two 
floorings  or  2fc,Shocxs  Sc  no  snieves  add  this  to  what  was 
thresh’d  yesieraay  and  it  makes  39  Sh  Sc  4u  snieves,  we 
winnow‘d  &  measur’d  the  Wheat  to  amounts  to  14  ohls  of 
pretty  good  quality  too;  It  is  for  seed,  i  hear  oad  news 
from  Troy  concerning  wheat,. it  is  said  to  be  only  lu  shil¬ 
lings  per  busnel,out  as  low  as  it  ibay  be,i  snail  soon  be 
obliged  to  carry  a  load  there  &  sell  it,  to  stop  the  mouths 
of  my  creditors,  ira  &  Hiram  witn  a  3  cattle  team  finish’d 
lowing 

*165 
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ing  that  piece  which  they  begun  lasjr  Tuesday  they  say 
that  the  ground  appears  to  them  to  be  thoroughly  soaxc’d, 
that  if  has  made  the  ground  plough  much  easier  than  it  did 
before  the  rains,  after  they  had  finish* d  the  plowing  they 
took  a  loaci  of  those  { of)  rails  that  ira  drew  irom  the  fal¬ 
lows  ^  see  page  day  upon  the  page  )  With  these  they  top- 
rail’  d  the  fence  between  the  S  meadow  &  my  orchard.  This 
A  M  was  chilly  ,tne  sun  was  hardly  seen, the  clouds  were 
thick. In  the  Pm  it  became  warmer.*  the  sun  shone  out  pretty 
clear;,  oef o re  night',  the  evening  was  clear, damp  and  chilly, 
xhe  wina  has  been  xm  W.  The  effects  oi  our  late  grand  rain 
shall  be  noticed  in  anotherplace- 

Friday  xhis  jul  i  nave  sown  about,  4  1/4  ousnels  of  Ky  upon 
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4  acres  or  ground*  in  the  bM  i  did  notning  worth 
j ournalizing.  ira  went  with  a  team  or  3  hors’8,ni8 
downs  Coi$  being  one  of  them, he  never  work* a  but  littte 
oefore  today ,he  goes  extremely  well*! or  a  horse  no  more 
us’d  to  the  collar  tnan  he  is,  niram  drove  the  oxen  wifch 
the  one  harrow  <se  Ira  with  the  other  harrow'd  ail  that  i 
had  sown*  The  air  has  been  temperate-wind  low  in  the 
morning, out  gradually  strenghtend  till  noon, it  remain'd 
atanile  about  the  same  pitch-  subsided  oefore  night,! 
would  not  have  it  understood  that  the  ^cloud)  wind  has 
oeen  high  i or  it  has  been  only  a  common  breeze*  AM  the 
clouds  were  verry  thick  &  ran  low  so  as  to  touch  the 
mountains  whose  sides  were  cover'd  with  rog.  m  the  P  M 
they  were  carri'd  higher  &  more  oroken  they  ran  thick 
in  the  .ei  tnro  •  the  day-  Yesterday  r  M  I  had  a  conferenee 
with  neighbor  ninman,in  which  we  were  both  cool  and  de¬ 
liberate  , there  was  something  said  about  the  old  .Darn, 
which  lately  occation'a  some  controversy  oetween  mr  Hin- 
man  &  I ,  but  the  matter  is  now  rainy  compromised  between 
us  but  woe  to  those  (whoe)  who  tore  it  down,  [  See  page  38 
8c  40)  Capt  ninman  now  claims  a  piece  oi  land  at  the  a  E 
end  of  our  Lane  *, which  my  jrather  certainly  owns,  i  defi 
ed  ninman  to  take  the  land,  by  any  writing  he  can  produce 
M0hl  I  scorn  the  idea  of  doing  on  it,"  sayd  ninman.  we 
parted  good  natur'dly- 

*  leading  into  the  road* 
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Saturday-A  M  verry  busily  employ’d  by  sowing  nye,I 
finish’d  off  a  15  1/2  acre-piece  ^see  page  23d)  Upon 
this  field  1  have  sown  13  ousneis  oi  nye.Ira  8c  Hiram 
finish’d  harrowing,in  the  above  field  by  aoout  aikn-down. 
my  father  work*  d  verry  nard  he  cut  &  $iked-up  the  Tan- 
brook  corn-stalks.  Jonas  cut  down  a  considerable  part  of 
another  field  this  side  oi  the  x  orchard, in  the  jt*  M  I 
went  down  to  Jt'ownal  with  Mrs  Harwood*  no  particulars  as 
to  the  weather.  Cloudy  &  temperate,  wind  m  S- 

(jppiaay)  Sunday  Tarried  with  Mr  Stark  last  nignti  &  neard 
nim  preach  today, got  home  sun  an  hour  high.  The  W  moun 
tain  roar'd  this  morning,which  is  a  sign  of  rain, out  there 
has  been  none  today, warm-  flying  caouds  from  the  a  E-some 
or  my  bye  has  come  up  sown 


Monday  Tne  first  thing  I  shall  notice  is  the  good  effects 
produc’d  uy  our  last  rain, in  the  vegetable  world, it  is 
very  conspicous  from  the  livliness  or  their  color, which 
before  tne  rain  had  begun  to  fade  8c  decay,. it  has  fill’d 
the  brooks  8c  Rivulets  with  a  new  supply  of  water, it(had^ 
nas  almost  ensur'd  us  with  a  good  crop  of  indian-corn-m 
short  it  added  great  pleasantry  &  oeauty  to  the  whole  face 
of  nature,  ihe  air  was  cnang'd  irom  warm  to  a  verry  agree- 
aole  temperature, that  is,  after  the  storm  was  over. the 
greatest  inconvenience  that  attended  it, was. its  oeating 
olf  many  Apples  &  butternuts,  seating  down  corn  and  while 
it  last'd  was  pretty  tedious  for  cattle  &  uors’s*  How  the 
business  ol  the  day  shall  be  given.  My  sowing  apparatus 
constituted  a  pretty  good  load  for  the  uxen  to  draw  into 
tne  field, which  has  hitherto  oorn  the  name  of  fallow  ground 
it  is  bounded  on  the  S  oy  the  a  W  pasture  and  the  sugar 
*"•  ■  <*  *»•  »ood..p,„„r..on  tt.  „„th  ‘ 


iuth 


by  the  young  orchard. &  E  uy  the(Waa) Tracy  Field, I  don* t 
jcnow  of  a  better  name  to  give  tnis  field, than  “West- 
field*,  for  it  runs  farther  west, than  any  other  improv'd 
land,  belonging  to  the  Farm.  i  began  to  sow  gaiter  1  had 
plaster* a  my  wheat)  at  the  south  W 
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corner  of  the  field, my  lands  stretch  from  if  W  to  S  E, 

6  Husneis  of  wheat  were  sown,  by  my  hand,  this  aay.  ira  & 

Hiram  harrow ’ d, the  one  with  3  nors's  the  other  with  uxen 
At  noon  I  was  oblig’d  to  go  with  mr  Thomas  ana  prize  the 
damage  done  oy  mr  Lewis’s  cattle  to  w  S  Stark’s  corn, 
uur  judgment  is  not  yet  declar'd.  Jonas  today  cut  the 
remaining  cornstalks  in  the  \T)  Triangular  £«4eld,out 
did  not  take  them  up .Hurry  oi  ousiness  has  prevent’d 
me  irom  taking  much  notice  of  the  weather.  toaayfout  I 
believe  it  appear'd  likely  to  rain  in  the  a  M,the  clouds 
were  thick  <sc  lnpenetraoie  Dy  sun- beams,  r  m  ciouas  were 
oroken  ,so  tnat  the  sun  was  seen  most  of  the  time, wind 
South-  Mr  H  Smith  sat  out  on  his  journey  ior  nopkinton,, 
new  York-carri'd  several  letters  from  me  to  Dr  Hopkins, 
one  of  which  is  a  copy  oi  Letter  from  Tyringham  ^see  pa^e 
40  ). 

Tuesday! oilow’ d  the  business  of  sowing  ail  the  A  M  6  bhls 
of  wheat  went  from  my  to  the  ground.  J onas  at  the  same 
time  cut  about  4u  rows  of  corn-stalks  in  worthfield, these, 
with  those  that  Jonas  cut'  Yesterday,  were  bound  &  Piked 
in  the  P  M  oy  him  &  Ira  and  niram  with  their  respective 
teams, kept  their  harrows  in  motion  untin  late  in  the  day. 
Fore  part  of  the  day  nothing  worthy  of  remark  took  place 
in  regard  to  the  weather  out  in  the  p  M  the  clouds  began 
to  gather  into  large  bodies-  the  roaring  of  tnunaer  was 
heard  at  a  distance-a  shower  gather1 d  in  the  W  &  pass'd 
off  to  the  3  oi  us .another, soon  made  its  appearance  in  tne 
same  quarter  and  seem* a  to  bear  down  upon  us  pretty  hard,, 
out  it  only  sprinkl'd  a  few  urops  nere,this  was  the  largest 
cloud  of  the  2  &  appear'd  ram  much  heavier  in  pownal, 
the  air  was  warm  &  smojcey  with  wind  a  till  after  the  show¬ 
er,  It  was  then  h  W  considerable  lightning, out  not  near 
enough  tu  hear  thunder-  i  should  have  mention' a  in  the  aouth- 
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Wednesday  This  A  M  auout  lu  Ociock  i  finish’d  sowing  a 
field  oi  9  acres  upon  which  l  have  sown  13  oushels  of 
wheat, the  whole  of  which  I  plaster’d  save  about  a  pecke  or 
peck  at  jn  ifi  corner., left  fur  experiment.  Ira  &  Hiram  finsih 
*d  dragging  or  harrowing.  Desides  sowing  i  only  assist’d 
my  Fatner  about  cleaning  up  some  wheat  &  getting  the  floor 
clear  from  it,  which  was  not  a  verry  quick  jOD.  The  weather 
was  pleasant- the  sky  was  interspers'd  with  light  flying 
clouds,  a  considerable  breeze  came  from  a  W,tne  air  grew 
sooier  from  morn  till  night- 

Thursday.  This  morning  before  breakfast, an  acre  l/4  was 
sown  with  Hye  Dy  my  nana.on  the  V/est  side  of  Tracy  field, 
this  ira  harrow'd  over  with  a  team  of  four, time  enough  to 
carry  a  load  oi  Flax  into  the  pasture.  Jonas  Myself  &  Hiram 
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thresh’d  almost  the  whole  of  my  klax.we  whipped  it 
across  Barrels.  This  morning  the  ground  &  iences  were 
covered  with  frost. The  preceding  night  it  was  verry  cold 
comparatively  speaking-s tars  were  verry  oright.  The 
early  part  of  the  day  was  verry  pleasant, out  Defore  night 
it  grew  hazy,  wind  jn  W  till  middle  r  M. then  South-  tern 
perate  air- 

l2th  Friday  We  got  our  klax  seed  winnow’d  with  a  good  wind. 

oefore  the  rain  came  on, out  it  began  to  rain  soon  after 
moderately,  i  sent  ira  &  niram  with  the  last  load  of  rlax 
into  the  a  W  corner  of  the  s  pasture, when  they  return'd 
we  all  took  our  loose  Cart  &  went  to  the  pasture  in  oraer 
to  spread  trie  ralx  Dut  when  we  arriv’d  there  it  rain’d 
so  nara  that  we  could  do  nothing  to  it, more  than  to  spread 
about  the  handfuls  that  had  been  thrown  from  the  cart  in 
to  large  heaps, to  keep  them  rrom  spoiling  in  a  long  rain 
,80  we  came  home  again,  l  did  not(£«A±{  reel  well  any  time 
this  morning;wnen  i  got  into  the  nouse  I  felt  sick  at  my 
stomach  vomited  severely-in  short  1  was  a  sick  man,most 
oi  the  day,  1  nowever  recover’d  considerably  oefore  night 
so  as  to  be  able  to  feel 
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feed  the  swine  and  some  other  light  affairs,  Jonas  &  my 
Father  clean’d  the  flax  seed  (9  bhi  &  a  half)  in  A  M. 

P  M  Jonas  &  Hiram  thresh’d  one  flooring  of  wheat  with 
hors’s  (165  snvs)  &  took  away  the  straw.  A  great  deal  of 
rain  fell  today  it  began  to  rain  about  9  in  the  a  3£  when  t 
tit  oegan  to  rain, f tom  that  time  till  sun  half  an  hour 
high  tnere  was  hardly  any  sessation, some  01  the  time  the 
r&in  came  down  almost  in  streams , oerore  a  verry  heavy 
South-Wester,  it  calm*  d  in  the  evening-aid  not  rain  at 
that  time, This  storm  nas  been  tedious  for  all  creatures 
01  the  domestic  or  wild  kind  that  were  expos' a  to  it, I 
staol’d  my  nors’s  the  whole  day- 

l3-  Saturday  as  for  Ira  &  1  we  nad  to  labor  hard  to  get  all 

the  flax  spread,haa  rather  to  unoind  and  lay  down  the 
handful, as  we  want ; a  tnem, after  1  ended  this  joo,i£ 
seemed  as  though  my  oack  nad  ueen  oroken  off.  1  think 
the  I lax  this  year  spread  overmore  ground  than  it  did  last 
jonas  &  Hiram  thresh'd  22  shocks  of  wheat  with  the  hors's 
Jonas  fix'd  for  winnowing ,but  he  nad  no  steady  oreeze  to 
do  it  by;  so  he  quit  it-  ^he  clean’d  aoout  a  bhi)  and  stacktl 
his  straw)  I  expect  that  I  snail  get  20  bhls  of  wheat  at 
this  time  tnreshing ,what  was  done  yesterday  &  today 
amounts  to  33  oks.  1  suppose  it  rain’d  most  of  last  night 
thunder’d  considerably , f yr  awhile  after  sun-rise  it  was 
verry  free  irom  storm  or  rain, out  this  was  succeeded  uy  a 
misty  rain,wnicn  nappily  for  me  didn't  last  long, about  10 
Oclook  the  sun  broke  thro’  the  clouds, but  didn't  shine 
out  cxear  flor  sometime, it  was  so  hazy,the  r  M  was  rather 
odd  in  the  weather, for  the  wind  tei)  was  in  no  settled 
direction  <&  sometimes  blew  xrorn  in  E  sometimes  from  South, 
the  forrests  roar'd. The  sky  was  clear  over  our  heads  this 
if  M  but  in  xne  South  it  was  cloudy  or  hazy  till  night,. it 
tnen  clear’d  off  in  all  direct lons-it  has  been  a  temperate 
ly  day-  as  to  heat-evening  cold- 
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1.4  Sunaay  neara  Mr  Marsh  preach  a  M  &  kr  J onn  navis  r  M 

A  clear  temperate  hay-wind  i  if  i  mistake  not  j  in  n  E 
last  night  a  cold  one- 

15  monaay  i  finished  sowing  for  the  season  oy  about  11  a  M 
l*ve  sown  the  ground  wnere  I  rais’d  klax  &  Barley  this 
year  ^See  Vol  2d  page  72-3  of  may  1806)  ira  &  Hiram  with 
2  teams, plow:d  it  in  &  ran  it  over  once  with  the  harrow. 

i  winnow’d  that  wheat  which  Jonas  thresh'd  the  other  day 
out  did  not  measure  it.  Assisted  father  about  binding  some 
stalks  he  had  cut,  help’d  him  gather  hops, 3 o  amongs  all  my 
ousiness  l  made  out  a  pretty  good  days  work,  in  the  morn 
mg  the  soutn  wind  blew  up  for  a  snort  time  pretty  fresh 
middie  or  the  day  wind  a-latterp  part  of  the  day  wind 
Soutn-  few  clouds  A  M  Afternoon  3ome  hazy,  This  fall  I’v 
sown  14  1/2  ohls  of  nye  &  15  ox  Wheat, the  former  takes  up 
15  acres  of  ground, the  latter  11  acres,  so  mat  the  whole 
number  oi  acres  are  26.  nye  has  start4 d  up  since  it  was 
it  was  put  into  the  ground  &  looks  pretty  well. wheat  has 
also  oecome  to  come  up.  ihe  leaves  have  begun  to  fall* 
jaeach  leaves  many  of  them  are  quite  ripe-tops  of  forrests 
in  vales  have  been  nip’d  uy  tne  frost  which  verry  much 
alters  their  appearance- 

16  Tuesday  a  M  Jonas  Sc  I  mend'd  the  otone-Boat,  Ira  &  Hiram 
finish’d  cutting  stalks, out  didn’t  bind  them,  these  stales 
are  in  tne  a  field  r  M  all  of  ua  went  up  to  the  S  W  corner 

of  my  present  wheat  field, digging  stone  to  make  the  wall 
which  is  lacking  there  \see  5  oi  july-page  luth)-  the  dis¬ 
tance  is  8  rods, we  took  up  our  Boat  &  Oxen  out  dim’ t  use 
them,  Three  Tln-pedlars  lodg’d  here  last  night  for  wnorn 
I  kept  7  nors‘s  , one  of  these  pedlars  whose  name  is  nee 
put  up  here  the  ±3  of  last  june.he  then  nad  3  hors’ s  8c  a 
Boy  with  him  for  his  charges  at  that  time  seepage  1st  last 
line  of  the  1st  day, at  this  time  he  had  with  nim  2  waggons 
sc  a  hir’d  man  <sc  5  hors’s 
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I  charg’d  him  1  dollar  20  cents, the  otherpedlar  was  mt 
Marks*  A  great  dew  fell  last  night  It  was  not  verry  cold. 
The  day  has  oeen  warm, wind  youth;  a  few  fiying  clouds, but 
nothing  can  prevent  its  being  called  a  pleasant  day- 

17  Wednesday  Jonas  &  myself  laid  wail,ira  8c  Hiram  with  uxen  & 
Boat  drew  the  materials, we  left  our  wall  time  enough  to 
bind  up  ira  8c  Hiram4  s  stalks. The  preceding  night  was  verry 
temperate.  The  day  has  been  verry  warm  #air  a  little  smoky 
wind  JU  W-  Mr  Stepnen  nratt  8c  2  other  men  went  up  to  an  uak 
tree  a  little  way  to  the  South  of  where  we  were  at  work, in 
order  to  get  some  honey .they  aent  one  oi  their  hands  up, who 
aaw’d  off  a  large  limo, while  he  was  doing  this  we  left  our 
work  to  see  now  they  would  make  out  &  get  some  honey, out 
now  great  was  our  disappointment , when  oehold  there  was 
nothing  to  be  found  in  vhe  limo, out  some  oid  rotten-ary - 
honeycomu  II  l  .  -- 

18tn  Thursday  We  did  not  have  all  tne  advantages  in  our  work 

today  which  we  were  masters  of  yesterday , then,  our  stones 


19  th 


20th 


wered  dug  and  last’ed  most  ox  the  day, but  today  it 
took  tnree  of  us  to  keep  one  to  work  on  the  wall, how 
ever  our  materials  lay  verry  handy-we  could  get  them  in 
pretty  fast,  oeing  upon  a  steep  siae-nill , where  we  could 
roll  many  of  them  down  to  the  wall*  we  finish* d  this 
heavy  piece  of  work  about  sun-down, in  tew  days  we  have 
built  8  rods  of  wall  3  of  us  didn’t  go  to  the  house  for 
dinner,but  to  save  time, it  was  carri’d  to  them.  1  can  now 
sayy  tnat  this  year  l  nave  ouilded  or  built  1U5  rod3  of 
wall  including  4  pairs  or  bars,i  am  unable  at  present  to 
find  out  its  cost  *  The  air  has  oeen  neated  to  a  conside- 
raole  uegree  today  it  has  oeen  quite  smokey  in  r  M  cloudy 
in  the  n  W  in  the  eve’g  thunder  heard  from  that  quart- 
this  eve'g  was  also  warm, wind  south 

j’ri&ay  staked  <5c  poll'd  the  top  oi  that  part  oi  the  wall 
which  divides  tne  wheat  field  from  trie  woods  pasture, 
jonas  split  out  most  of  the  stakes  &  I  drove  them,  we 
made  3  new  pairs  of  Dars.lt  was  verry  warm  in  the  fore 
part  &  middle  of  the  day,  after  that  it  didn't 

♦  See  P  iu  &  47-sat  &  Tu’y 
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abate  much, there  Was  a  little  wind  stirring  in  the  a  M 
from  S  W  .some  clouds  came  from  that  quarter-a  little 
before  ^not)  noon, we  heard  thunder-  about  2  Jt*  M  a  verry 
dark  thunder-cloud  began  to  rise  from  the  N  W.its  motion 
was  not  slow  for  in  less  than  an  hour  it  came  on  to  us 
with  great  rapidity  the  wind  blew  violently  just  before 
it  came  up  some  most  tremendious  claps  of  thunder  were 
heard-  it  had  not  rain1 d  here  more  than  15  minutes  before 
the  brook  was  rais’d  more  than  naif  its  common  size-  the 
face  of  the  earth  was  soon  cover’d  with  little  ponds  & 
brooks-  -large  orooks  ran  in  the  road-indeed  l  do  not  it 
has  rain’d  so  mucnoin  so  short  a  time  tnis  summer  its  du 
rationi  was  little  more  than  an  hour, after  that  nothing 
material  occur* d-it  was  cooler  in  the  evening  it  was  warm- 
clear  sky  over  our  heads  out  it  lighten’d  from  every  di¬ 
rection,  out  no  thunder  was  heard  tho'  the  clouds  were  in 
sight  ^it  being  moonlight)  the  air  was  damp-  wind  jn  W 

Saturdaym  the  a  M  Jonas  &  the  rest  or  us  put  up  the  cyder 
mill  out  not  ready  for  grinding, after  this  was  done,ira  & 
Jonas  gather’d  apples, not  far  from  the  cyder  mili,x  should 
nave  said  niram  also;x  mended  the  uart-oody  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  appj.es*  in  the  r  M  took  the  cart  into  the  loung  or¬ 
chard  &  there  gather’d  what  apnies  we  could  lind  under  tne 
trees  witnout  snaking  {  one  or  two  trees  excepted)  any,  we 
reckon’d  we  got  enough  nere  for  more  than  3  oarrei3  of  cy¬ 
der.  i  don't  think  there  are  many  orchards  of  the  same 
oinness  *  with  so  mucn  oad  tasted  fruit  in  them,  out  I  #.ave 
premis’d  myself  that,  if  i  live  till  next  spring  ac  have  tie 
the  care  of  this  orchard, that  it  shall  be  ingrafted  with 
better  iruit.  xhere  are  a  number  of  graits  or  scions, In 
many  of  tne  trees  out,  they’er  not  oid  enougn  yet  to  produce 
any  fruit,  capt  Norton  put  them  in  about  2  years  ago, he  has 
this  year  inoculat’d  many  of  tne  trees  ^see  3oth  oi  Aug 
page  39  )•  We  left  tne  young  orchard  sun  aoout  an  hour  nigh 


witli  a  load  oi  apt)±es,as  »oon  as  ira  nad  unloaded  these 
heretunned  to  the  triangular  corn-field  &  loaded  up  witn 
corn  that  my  father#  husk’d  ror  the  purpose  oi  drying. 
This  day  he  gather1 a  7  Dusheis  of 


« _ _  ^  i  4. 
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Corn  4  f  or  drying  &  e  lor  tne  nogs. 

In  the  morning  it  was  foggy  little*, pot)  or  no  wind 
stirring  at  length  a  sort  hreeze  came  from  [the)  the 
South  the  fog  ascended  into  higher  regions  Sc  there  t  orm  d 
into  thick  cloud3-tne  sun  was  not  seen  till  after  10 
O’  clock, oef ore  that  time  the  air  was  pretty  comf ortaoie , 
out  when  the  sun  appear'd  among  the  clouds, the  heat  was 
violent  oc  it  last'd  so  most  of  tne  r  M-it  was  cloudy  <sc 
hazy  till  sometime  in  the  P  M,for  ahwile  the  sky  was  pretty 
clear, out  it  was  soon  cover’d  with  thousands  oi  small 
oroken  clouds , which  we  generally  denominate  ’* rain-seeds** , 
in  the  evening  it  was  verry  much  as  the  day  nad  been- 
clouay  6c  warm  with  wind  pretty  stiff  in  the  south.  Alter 
we  left  young  ur*d  more  apples  were  gather ’ d, perhaps  5u 
ohis  were  collected  today-  I  must  here  ooserve  that  my 
winter-grain, since  its  coming  up, has  had  a  verry  rapid 
growth-wneat  in  a  special  manner- 

Sunday  1  heard  mt  jjarlee  or  mancnester ,preacn ,  out  x  did*n 
liKe  him  as  well^as)  (we)  as  x  do  Mr  Marsh-  xhere  was  con 
sideraole  thunder  in  the  xm  this  morning-clouds  at  that  tin® 
were  pretty  thick  <k  heavy  over  our  heads, out  tney  grew 
thinner  after  a  while  &  to  cut  snort ,i  snail  only  say, that 
it  was  a  verry  warm  cloudy  day-wind  south- 

monday  The  first  thing  done  this  morning  was,  to  raise 
the  cyder-mill  sweep,  Myself  Jonas  Ira  &  Hiram  were  the 
only  ones  engag’d  in  it.  After  oreakfast  ira  <s c  I  went  up 
into  the  field  where  1  nad  wheat  this  year  vsee  page  39; 
and  gather’d  the  apples  from  two  trees  which  stand  nearly 
in  the  center  of  the  field  from  h  to  S  &  close  oy  the  w 
i  ence  of  said  field,  these  trees  yielded  aoout  16  Dhls  of 
Appie3,they  were  transported  in  a  cart  to  the  cyder-mill 
What  makes  me  more  particular  about  mentioning  the  2  trees 
is  because  they  never  were  of  so  much  consequence  oef ore, 
in  making  Cyaer  when  we  had  done  this, xra  &  1  spent  the  xtA 
rest  of 


#It  is  meant  tnat  the  apples  were  carri’d  in  a 
cart, not  the  trees. 
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tne  a  m  in  clark; s  ur chard, gather mg  the  Apples  that  had 
fallen  to  tne  ground  oy  wind  or  some  other  accident,  we 

completed  this  business  aoout  3  in  the  t*  M,the  most  1  did 
after  that, was,  to  thresh  some  «ye,just  at  night  1  sent 
off  with  a  waggon-load  of  Cyder  to  the  Still.  Jonas  woik  •  d 
in  my  service  at  tne  uyder-mill,he  had  considerable  fixing 
to  do, oef ore  he  could  fairly  commence  nis  business .however 


Or 


•  •  -  ■  -  ,  •  :  •. 

1  •  •  w  .  -  V  ^  ^ 


IU  * 

r  •  •  •  •  '  ‘  i  ■  , 

#±#C8  * 


r ,  rlc 


*4*  ^  •  *  M  Of  f  *  4>-  » 


•  xc  1  .  . 


t 


J 


£  *•  " ;  J 


.  ’■  : 

- 

;  .•  'X..C  :  I  •  '  i.  ;  v  ‘  .  ' 

. 

•  t 

f  t  r.  :  1 

,  •  -  ,  •  vi  t  ‘  ■ 

( 

.  c  r  -  i-  •  ’  '  ' 

*■  i  ••  ■ »  * 

» .  j  ■  • 

- 

..  X  '  - 

< 

;*ir.  ' t  c 


*5  VII  ->V  ij 


OJ 

r>  - 


.  f 


i  1*  »' 


t  < 

- 

- 


- 


' 


f.'-  :  j  ru  jv  e:-."C- 


'■  c 

v  ■ 


r,.t 


< 


r,  X  i  ili  x 

\.SZ  9fif 

.  *;  i  J"  - 

-■  i’ii 

i.  .  j  ^ 

_ 

- 

at':?  O' 

;;  '  iCie 

C  5  f!  JF  exti 

\  •  N  . 

v  <  W  .  ■  ■* 

t 

' 

JlD  Ai’> 

; 

»>  4  *  ■  *i  ^  > 

\r  •  slid 

►  ■fc’  '  ‘  f  C*T*f 

;<•  •*'+  -,  i- 

'j  j 

r  •»£•  'hXIc  C 

eirr  is 

; 

"  >  v  t  i  J  r,i 

_ 

’ 

-•v 

' 

ZO  /'  >  .*  i|  a  . .  J 

,  :  ■ ro 

- 


Viw'oio  v,v*i'»,7  <  *  ■  v?  * £ 


•5>r  I  c 

’  ■ 


rtr  u 


, 

f  ■}  I  A 

a..  ■  <:  a  .  .  j  x 

I  .  *j  j.  •  u ,  ‘  '  .  “ 

•t  ~  r-  ■> s  J  “  ,f  '  .rlj 

v  - 


,•  *>,•'  ‘  *  ■  ■  .  •:  "  C-.C-I  r  *. 

>  -  «  '  4.'  j>  *  *  *• 

, 


-  -  f  -  v-  '* 


w  ere 

'jr  r  Xr?c  '  1  *  woo  -t  ;  'iw 

r  r  *•  .  M.-.f.  >  -  a  ^ 

-  * 

f.eei.  SI 

«  y  t'  i 


•  .  ■  ■  •: 


.  ‘  1  J  ■ 

X) ,  .1*  i  ’  If  r  .  5  A  i  J  "  *  *  * 

I  r  fi  rj  fc  XO  •  r  ‘  ’I 

.<  \  i  j  1  1  i>r  .  *i  3  a*  >  :  fi*'  rX 
, 

« 

j  ;f  ;>  f  |  V  Cf  r?1  C£fi  C-  *•  ;'*i  J  •!'  ■■• 


; 

, 


' 


.«  f  ■.  -■  i.. 


»  X 


. 


j  .. 

( 


j.  •  T  » 
1  o  L 


id 


j  x>  X 


»  h 


*  rt  ft  or  i 
'  /  {‘V' 


•  4  A  • 


<  o 


r  •  fr  1C  £niv 


ilQ*  X4t»  j. 


ID^'/OTh  ^  Cv 

l.J 

, 

•  ••  .*•  •••■•' 


.  :  -  -  i  C-  ! 


6  Efienrjte 

eci* >«  t  c 

— 

• .  v 

«  •  *  j 


,  r-^,7 


^  6  » 


•  •-  Al  *■ 


*T  * 


‘.1C  If 


fte  laid  up  a  pretty  good  Cheefe,  in  which  Aaam  Waters 
nas  got  24  bhis  of  apples ,J  onas  press’d  out  7  Darrels 
oefore  sundown,  niram  work’ u  with  his  uncle  j onas-  The 
weather  has  chang’d  verry  mucn  within  a  few  hours, it  has 
oeen  quite  cool, when  compar’d  with  some  oi  the  preceding 
days, clouds  thick  in  the  morning, out  the  o therparts  -  <bfi 
tne  day  tne  sky  was  hazy-wind  N  W,the  evening  air  was 

chiily-- 

Tuesday  It  w^s  with  considerable  trouble  that  i  drew 
off  from  3  or  4  hogsheads  4  barrels  of  uld  cyder  &  ^yaer- 
emptlngs ,with  which, ira  went  to  the  still, the  most  that 
was  done  after  that  was  ror  myself  uonas  &  Hiram  {  X 
ought  to  have  said  my  rather;  to  dig  ail  the  potatoes 
round  the  in  field, they  yield  verry  poorly  part  oi  tnem 
are  what  we  call  •* blue-noses’  H, these  potatoes  are  good 
to  eat, but  do  not  yield  well,!  believe  i  shan’t  plant 
them  another  season, another  sortg  grew  on  the  same  piece, 
call’d  M  English  whites**"  they  commonly  yield  verry  well 
«Sc  answer  every  purpose  that  the  clue-noses  do.  These  i 
snail  keep  or  in  otherwords  i  shall  plant  them  next  year, 
ira  had  to  get  the  waggon  mend’d  so  he  didn* i  get  home 
again  till  some  time  in  the  r  M,just  at  night  l  sent  him 
down  co  the  still  with  4  Darrels  of  new  cyder.  We  got 
only  about  22  Dhl3  oi  potatoes  dug  today,  verry  cold  cold 
last  night  a  li  ttle  irost.  The  uay  nas  been  cool  wind  jn  W 
sky  hazy—  we  have,  till  lately  had  some  trouble  with  our 
Young  cattle-about  keeping  at  nome-would  get  the  other 
side  of  the  w  out  they  are  now  all  at  home- 
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Wednesday  in  the  first  place  took  oil’  from  the  cyder- 
press  a  dry  cheese, after  that  we  took  the  cart  &  Oxen  up 
to  that  corn-field  this  side  of  the  Young  urchard,nere 
we  spexit  tne  rest  of  the  day-aug  all  the  potatoes  in  the 
field  ,tho’  they  turn’d  out  but  few  in  a  hill, they  were 
verry  large  &  sound, there  were  a  few  in  the  field  tne 
seed  of  which  came  as  originally  from  England, that  did*nt 
do  verry  well-had  a  good  many  to  a  hill, but  were  exceed¬ 
ing  small,!’ v  a  poor  opinion  of  them, their  coior  is  a 
mixture  or  white  &  red.  we  put  into  the  celiac  34  bhls 
of  potatoes. F  ather  Myself  &  Ira  work’d  together  the 
whole  day,Hiram  was  with  us  in  the  .pM.he  help’d  his- uncle 
make  cyder  in  the  a  M  We  pull’d  most  of  the  beans  in  that 
field  today,  Jonas  had  the  Cyder-mill  in  his  own  service 
today  making  capt  Squires  Cyder-  The  morning  was  cold- 
so  nad  been  the  preceding  night  a  considerable  frost, to¬ 
ward  night  it  became  warm  -the  evening  was  chilly-morn- g 
wind  South, middle  oi  tne  day-uorthwardly-at  night  in  the 
South  again-  Sky  was  hazy- 

xhursday  Altho*  I  kept  myself  &  those  who  work* d  for  me, 
pretty  busy, nothing  of  any  great  importance  was  perform’d. 
Ira  &  I  mend’d  tnat  piece  oi  fence  which  runs  w  from  the 
t>  W  corner  oi  the  barn  yard,  of  this  piece  oi  fence  only 
a  few  rods  were  mended, here  we  found  nearly  a  cart-load 
of  old  broken  rails, these  are  taken  for  firewood  &  good 
rails  now  supply  their  places.  The  Stack-yard  was  fenc’d 
today.  Jonas  &  Hiram  thresh’d  two  floorings  with  the  horss 
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<5c  got  another  partly  done.-  The  has  "been  verry  drizzly- 
clouds  have  been  thick-  air  a  little  chilly-  wind  most  £ 
of  the  time  in  the  in-  at  night  it  set  into  a  kind  of 
slow  rain- 

jjriday^  This  days-work  scarce  deserves  a  place  in  this 
j  ournal, however , I  shall  insert  it,  according  to  my  cus¬ 
tom.  m  the  morning,  1  had  the  Oxen  brot»  up  &  yok'd 
to  the  cart'  in  order  to  go  into  the  foung  Orchard  & 
gather  its  fruit,. but  it  began  to  storm-the  uxen  were 
turn’d  out  to  pasture  again;  before 
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this  Jonas  had  been  threshing  with  the  Hors's  had 
finish’d  the  last  flooring  that  he  had  down  yesterday 
-nis  business  call’d  him  away  (so)  What  we  did  after 
that, was  to  take  away  that  flooring  of  straw  &  fix  the 
wheat  ready  for  winnowing,  my  father , My self  &  Son  were 
engag'd  in  t  his  business,  ira  went  to  town  to  get  hisj 
horse  shod, he  didn’t  get  home  till  some  time  in  the  P  M 
That  it  rain’d* most  of  the  night  appear'd  from  everything 
being  wet  this  morning, but  i  don't  think  a  great  deal  of 
water  fell,  -all  I  shall  say  of  the  day  is, that  it  was 
foggy  on  the  mountains-but  little  wind  in  motion, that 
from  about  8  or  9  in  the  a  M  it  kept  up  a  verry  moderate 
rain  till  toward  night,when  it  ceas’d  but  look'd  likely 
to  rain  before  long,  i  cannot  certainly  say  in  what  di¬ 
rection  the  wind  was;  but  l  believe  it  was  South  at  night- 

Saturday  Jonas  &  I  winnow'd  22  1/2  bhls  oi  wheat. 

Father  &  the  Boys  gather’d  about  20  bhls  apples  from  2 
trees  standing  between  the  house  &  Barn.  P  M  gather’d 
Apples  in  the  young  orchard  to  the  amount  of  5u  bhls. 

My  wheat  this  time  turns  out  better  than  any  1  have 
thresh'd  before,  for  there  were  only  34  shocks  of  61 
single-band  shieves  thresh’d#  The  weather  was  cloudy  tne 
whole  day-not  to  such  a  degree  as  not  to  admit  tne  rays 
of  the  sun-once  in  a  while, now  since  this  last  rain  the 
air  has  been  quite  temperate , but  today  it  began  to  alter 
The  wind  fair  in  the  in  W, evening  cold- 

Sunday  Ira  &  I  went  over  to  Petersburg  (N  x  )  to  a 
Methodist  camp-meeting-  all  was  nere  confusion  &  uproar- 
some  praying, some  swearing -some  drinking  and  others 
preaching, in  short,  it  was  the  most  bediam-like  place 
that  ever  X  was  in.  ±  left  them  about  two  in  the  P  M-got 
home  sun  half  an  hour  high.lhe  distance  was  about  10 
miles. The  day  was  verry  fair-morn' g  wind  South  but  the 
otherparts  of  the  day  it  was  in  W-  Ait  cool- 

Monday  We  finish'd  gathering  the  first  of  the  xoung 
orchard  about  4  in  the  P  M, after  this  was  pver  a  few 
bushels  of  corn  were  gather’d  &  our  days  work  was  done. 
Jonas  went  off  on  a  journey  today.  Ira  w ork  only  in  the 
A  M,he  having  a  lame  shoulder 
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jjrom  the  young  orcnard  we  reckon  we've  got  (0)  100  bhls 
&  upwards  of  Apples  which  is  double  to  what  we  had  last 


year.  Fair  &  cold  morning  out  no  frost, A  M  hazy.  P  M 
cloudy -wind  south-  air  temperate .leaves  fade  quite  fast, 

Tuesday  A  great  deal  was  done  this  forenoon,  niram  &  I 
thresh'd  2  oushei.3  or  uats , winnow' d  them  l  P  M  Father 
Self  &  son  gather*  d  a  cart- body  full  of  corn, from  the 
field  adjoining  the  i  orchard,  xhis  corn  was  sort’d  & 
carri'a  into  the  garret  there  are  lu  ohls  of  sound  corn 
6c  l  do  not  certainly  know  how  much  the  soft  corn  amount¬ 
ed  to,  but  1  guess  it  was  about  4  ohls-  Ira  was  unable  to 
work, his  shoulder  is  still  lame  with  the  rheumatism, 
uncle  Mathew  Clark  set  off  for  colerain  about  noon,  he 
is  returning  xrom  a  pretty  long  journey  to  the  western 
part  of  the  State  of  &  York, he  has  been  here  with  3  hors* s 
ever  since  Sunday  night, he  was  verry  welcome.  It  rain'd 
a  considerable  part  of  a  M  the  rest  of  the  day  was  cloudy- 
clouds  came  from  jh  E  This  month  has  been  pretty  wet, grass 
has  flourish, grain  has  advanc'd  verry  rapidly , there  has 
been  no  frost  yet  to  {tnj )  injure  anything  more  than 
pumpkin- vines , in  short  this  month  has  been  the  pleasant¬ 
est  of  any  in  the  year, th o'  we  have  experienced  many 
changes  in  the  weather-f rom  verry  warm  to  temperate ,f rom 
that  to  chilly, yet  this  all  had  its  good  effects- 


iviames  of  those  who  have  bro't  wheat  of  me 
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Wednesday  The  corn  in  the  little  field  next  to  street' s 
tan-yard  was  gather’d  of  which  there  was  not  quite  a  cart- 
body  full  donas  had  corn  here  to  give  his  hog  or  we  should 
have  had  more.  prom  this  field  we  got  4  loads  of  pumpkins, 
one  load  was  given  to  j  onas.  We  also  dug  9  bhls  of  Pota¬ 
toes  from  the  same  ground, or  more  properly, tne  same  field, 
but  tnis  is  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  its  productions  in 
that  root, Jonas  has  had  cc  will  have  a  considerable  quantity 
of  them,  to  close  the  days  work  a  few  beans  were  pull'd  at 
the  hither  part  of  the  field.  Ira  work'd  today,  Jonas 
arriv’d  here  a  little  after  sundown,  he  has  been  up  to 
Whitehall.  Fore=art  of  the  day  cloudy  &  warm. a  little. x  M 
it  was  clear, out  was  soon  cloud'd  again  remain’d  so  till 
night, when  it  was  clear,  ihere  was  not  much  wind  here,otill 
middle  r  M  it  then  began  to  blow  up  pretty  smartly  from  N  W 
still  continues  so, now  in  the  evening- 

xhursday  Digging  potatoes  was  the  only  business  oi  the 
day  of  these  there  were  bhls  dug  today, they  are  verry 
large, but  not  a  great  many  in  a  nill  one  of  them  weigh'd  2 
lb.  The  same  field  we  were  in  yesterday.  Jonas  assisted. 

1  reckon  we  have  raised  about  bhls  or  potatoes  this 


season.  Pair, but  windy  especially  in  the  morn’g  when  it 
was  chilly,  P  M  was  pretty  warm-no  wind  at  night-  air 
chilly  expectations  of  a  frost-  wind  in  W  - 

Friday  jonas  &  Hiram  thresh* d  wheatw  with  hors* s  Father 
&  I  cleared  the  Tan-brook  field  of  all  its  produce, apples 
excepted,  loads  01  stalks  &  a  considerable  quantity  of 
White-oeans  were  brot*  from  that  place , besides  loads 

of  pumpkins*  This  morning  i  sent  Ira  off  for  Troy, with  a 
loaded  Waggon-  15  bhls  wheat  &  9  of(R¥B— ^  of  flaxseed***  not 
much  farost  last  night, the  morn’g  was  chilly, hut  it  has 
grown  warmer  thro*  the  whole  day— sk^r  a  little  hazy— wind 
pretty  strong  from  the  south— 
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Saturday  as  soon  as  Jonas  could  thresh  off  the  third 
flooring  he  &  I  had  as  much  as  we  wished  to  do, to  get  the 
grain  winnow*  d  "by  2  in  the  P  M.  The  rest  of  the  day  was 
spent  in  doing  trifling  kind  of  work, such  as  picking  win¬ 
ter  apples, some  corn--  Ira  arriv’d  here  from  Troy  a  litt.le 
after  dark,  ne  got  10/6  per  blh  York  currency  for  his 
wheat, part  of  his  money  he  brotS  hoi^e  a  part  of  it  laid 
out  in  such  articles  as  Salt , tea ,Shugar  &s,for  tne  flax¬ 
seed  he  had  li/u  York  per  bhl.  xhis  evening  tne  wheat 
that  we  winnow* d, was  measur*d  and  found  to  amount  to  25 
bhls, the  jno  of  Shocks  56.  it  was  warm  cloudy  &  windy  from 
the  South  in  fore  part  of  the  day- the  clouds  mov* d  swiftly 
from  the  west  about  2  r  M  the  wind  came  about  in  to  the  u  W 
from  whence  there  ble\v  some  verry  heavy  gusts  or  whirl¬ 
winds, the  sky  was  soon  clear  after  the  wind  had  turn'd  & 
it  grew  cooler. especially  in  the  evening** 

Sunday  Mr  John  Davis  preach*  d-It  was  a  verry  fair  day 
wind  South  at  night— 

Monday  I  fix’d  things  in  the  ±>arn,to  suit  my  mind  &  then 
went  to  work  &  cut  up  two  loads  of  corn  &  drew  one  of  them 
into  the  ham, the  other  is  left  near  the  joarn.one  of  these 
loads  was  husk'd  out  by  4  of  us  viz  gather,  myself  Jonas  & 
Kiram, i t  made  12  bhl-  1/2  Baskets  of  sound  corn  esc  a  consid¬ 
erable  quantity  of  soft  corn, it  was  pretty  late  when  we 
had  done  all  this-  jonas  had  the  cyder-mill  today-so  he 
did  no  work  i or  me  till  night-  It  was  verry  clear  till 
toward  night  when  it  became  verry  cloudy  &  look’d  likely 
for  rain, out  it  finally  blew  over  the  uay  has  been  warm* 
a  M  wind  S  late  -P  M  North— 
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Tuesday  2  loads  of  corn  were  cut  up  today  besides  2  extra 
loads  of  Pumpkins  &  another  cart- body  full.  1  reckon  there 
is  about  5  common  cart-loads  of  them, from  the  same  field  we 
got  a  small  load  oi  beans,  this  field  is  what  we  call  the 
N  field, I  want  to  get  it  clear'd  so  as  to  keep  the  beef- 
cattle  In  the  N  Meadow.  Had  no  help  from  Jonas  he  being 
busy  with  his  cyder  in  a  M  P  M  he  had  to  attend  training. 
Ira  came  home  from  xroy  about  9  u  clock  this  morning, when 
he  went  to  xroy  this  time  he  had  a  load  oi  25  bhls  wheat, 
ne  got  #  10/5  per  bhl.  xhis  evening  5  of  us  nave  husk'd 


8  th 
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luth 


11 


12 


13 


tone  load  of  corn,!  mean  where  the  corn  was  in  tne  husk, 
a  fairer  day  l  never  saw,a  slight  breeze  irom  n  W- 

wednesday  The  north  field  was  cleared  today, 2  loads  oi 
stalks  &  one  load  of  corn.we  drew  from  that  place, we 
also  got  tne  stalks  from  the  Triangular  field  amounting 
to  2  pretty  good  loads  from  the  same  field  a  small  quan 
tity  of  beans  were  gather*  d.P  M.  all  the  beans  that  we 
have  gather'd  from  the  fields  i  thresh'd  8c  cleared  up.they 
amount  to  bhlo.  Toward  the  close  of  tne  day  a  few  bas¬ 

kets  corn  were  huskldu  In  the  evening  we  husk'd  another 
cart  load  of  corn,  some  frost  to  be  seen  this  morning, 
but  it  was  small  wind  oouth.  sky  hazy  till  some  time  r  m 
t the  sky  then, then  became  pretty  clear-air  temperate. 
Jonas  assisted  only  in  the  eve-- 

T'hursday  Ira  I  turn'd  the  flax  in  the  a  fy.  P  M  I  picked 
winter-apples  &  did  3ome  other  trifling  work, such  as 
screwing  the  uyder-press  & c  J onas  took  the  uoys  with  him 
into  ool’n  Robinson^s  Orchard, to  gathering  Apples.  This 
orchard  jonas  taken  in  order  to  make  the  apples  in  to 
cyder, he  means  to  have  half 

*  York  currency 
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In  the  eve  we  husk’d  corn. It  has  oeen  hazy  &  a  little 
cloudy, wind  south, sighns  of  a  storm, warnw  I  paid  up  a 
note  of  32  Doilarsto  oapt  Moses  Kooinson, reckoning  the 
interest- 

jj-riday  i  gather:d  winter-apples  &  took  some  care  of 
j onas  cyder  that  he  is  now  making  for  Atwoo d. Jonas  work*  d 
in  Col’n  David’s  Orchard, he  &  fcixsjcx  Ira  with  Hiram  & 
another  small  Boy, gather'd  and  brot  to  our  mill  iuO  bush 
eis  of  Apples  .they  had  two  waggons-  Air  was  was  chilly 
in  the  morning-with  wind  jn-  middle  of  the  day  temperate, 
out  toward  night  it  was  quite  chilly  &  uncumf or table , so 
v/as  the  eve  wind  South, many  signs  of  a  storm  have  been 
seen  today, such  as  being  nazy,its  being  cloudy  at  nights 

6  the  direction  of  the  wind- 

Saturday  a  large  heap  of  our  own  Apples  were  ground  <& 
laid  on  to  the  rr ess, from  this  cheefe  several  barrels  oi 
Cyder  have  been  extracted  57  them  Ira  carri’d  to  still 

7  1/2  of  them  are  put  into  my  father’s  Cellar,  i  have 
been  hurried  out  of  my  senses  &  done  nothing-  so  it  goes- 

A  chilly  wind  has  been  continually  pouring  from  the  South, 
it  was  very  cloudy, about  dark  it  oegan  to  rain. 

Sunday, did  not  attend  public  worship,  it  has  been  pretty 
warm  or  to  speak  more  to  the  purpose,!  should  say  that  it 
was  temperate,  verry  cloudy, heavy  wind  from  the  south, it 
rain'd  but  verry  little  last  night, out  today  it  has  show¬ 
er'd  several  times, at  night  the  rain  came  on  pretty  brisk 
ly,from  the  South-- 

Monday  But  little  work  done  in  the  A  M,in  the  P  M  a  load 
of  corn  was  gather’d  by  Father  Myself  &  Ira, the  last  men¬ 
tion'd  character  was  sent  down  to  the  still  withr.Sr 


14  th 


of  oyder,it  was 
corn  was  brot' 


late  when  he  got  oacK.  Shis  load  of 
from  the  Tri'n  field  ,&  is  the 
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pooeett  of  any  i  have  before  gather’d.  Jonas  &  Hi. ram 
with  the  hors4  s  thresh’d  24  snocks  of  wheat.-  Now  I  think 
it  is  time  for  me  to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  things  at  present,  Wheat  &  Rye  grows  well, such 
as  was  sown  in  good  season.  Trees  have  faded  verry  much 
within  a  fortnight, they  now  no  longer  retain  that  oeauti 
rul  verdure, which  they  had  in  the  summer  months,  out  in 
stead  oi  that:,  a  deadly  yellow  covers  most  of  them,  some 
are  almost  strip’d  of  their  leaves.  This  is  a  ^sigtjsign 
that  winter  is  not  far  off-  a  vast  quantity  oi  seed  gyew 
on  every  tree, this  season,  such  as  ^asswood  maple  &  the 
like,  -an  extraordinary  year  for  butternuts  &  Beach-nuts, 
as  i or  chestnuts  i  know  nothing  about  them, this  year,  as 
none  oi  them  grow  within  4  or  5  miles  or  this  place. - 
n;arly  this  morning  the  soubh-V/est  wind;  blew  verry  heavy  > 
but  it  soon  chang'd  about:,  into  the  js  W  &  then  it  began  to 
rain, a  pretty  tight  shower  iollow’ d, accompanied  by  many 
heavy  gusts  oi  wind,after  this,  it  was  squally, the  eve 
ningV was  dark  &  cloudy,  the  air  has  been  rather  damp  & 

chilly. - 


Tuesday  my  Father  &  myself  gather*  d  a  karge  load  of  corn 
containing  about  2u  bhls/  2  baskets , besides  doing  this, 
we  clean'd  that  wheat  which  Jonas  thresh’d  yesterday, but 
didn’t  measure  it.  Hiram  &  Ira  work  with  Jonas, in  uol’n 
David’s  orchard,!  believe  tney  gather'd  &  brot  home  luO 
bhls  of  apples,  a  M  cold, wind  high  n  W,  ?  M  wind  sub¬ 
sided,  air  warmer,  a  M  flying  cloud_s,  x  M  pretty  clear 
&  pleasant',frost  expected. 
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15th  Wednesday  First  business  was  to  measure  up  about*  16 

bushels  of  wheat, as  to  what  follow* d, it  is  sufficient  to 
say  that  we  iinish'd  our  fall  harvest, by  gathering  one 
load  of  corn, my  corn  this  year  turns  out  poorly, for  from 
acres  ;  i  get  only  about  8u  bushels  of  sound  corn, 
with  a  considerable  quantity  of  soft  corn-  my  Pumpkins 
turn'd  out  tolerably  well  this  season,  they  are  of  much 
importance  to  me  in  making  Beef; for  i  have  but  a  scanty 
crop  of  Potatoes, on  which  we  us’d  to  depend, for  making 
oeef.-  The  day  s±ip*d  away  hardly  perceiv'd-. without  getiig 
any  thing  uncommon  done  as.it  respects  business-  ira  & 
Hiram  nelp’d  Jonas  again  about  his  apples,  isthan  A  Fay. 
staid  here  last  night-  We  hear  from  iiiddlebury ,  that  Gov’n 
Tichenor  had  8833  votes  against  693u  cotes  fur 

Israel  smith  j&sq,the  uld  Gov’n  has  got  his  office  again  by 
a  majority  of  16ul  votes. ~ 

a  chilly  oreeze  came  from  w  W  rather  increas’d  toward 
night, flying  clouds  in  a  M.P  M  hazy  awhile  &  then  a  clear 
day.  Last  night,  had  a  verry  considerable  frost, before 
this, pumpkin-blows  were  plenty  in  the  field- 

16  Thursday  I  thresh'd  wheat  enough  to  make  out  a  bhl  &  1/2 

&  (lbhl)  3  pecks  of  Uats , gather’ d  winter  apples  a  great; 
part  of  the  day. 5  bhls  of  them  1  sent  to  Mr  Paimer  L 
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Ira  with  a  load  of  5  Obis  of  uyder  &  the  apples  just 
mention4  d  to  palmer  , Hiram  went  with  another  horse  and 
help’d  draw  the  load  up  to  Cada-lane.  Nothing  of  any 
great  importance  happen’d  while  Ira  was  gone-  erry 
chilly  &  windy  last  night.  This  morning 
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the  wind  ms  piercing  &  chilly, this  wind  has  kept  up 
pretty  stead  thro’  the  day, in  the  middle  &  after  part 
of  the  day  it  was  warm  enough  with  a  little  exercise, 
hut  when  the  sun  disappear’d  the  cold  was  realy  verry 
uncomfortable  ,  the  wind  still  continu’d  to  blow.  Now 
this  wind  was  not  a  strong  one,  it  was  only  what  might 
call’d  a  stiff  breeze, from  N  W-  Hiram  work’ d  with  his 
uncle  Jonas  helping  him  make  Cyder. -What  I  did  in  the 
morning  was  on  accounts  of  sending  Ira  to  Troy  with  a 
load  of  wheat, the  waggon  was  load’d  this  evening. - 

Friday  Hiram  &  I  gather’d  aboifc  75  bhls  of  Apples, in 
that  part  of  the  Orchard  E  of  the  House.  Ira  went  off 
to  Troy  this  morning  with  25  bbls  of  wheat,  It  was 
freezing  cold  last  night, mud  was  congeal’d  quite  solid 
&  water  that  stood  in  open  vessels  in  the  air, was 
scum’d  with  ice, the  morning  was  a  shary  cold  one,  but 
after  the  sun  had  been  up  awhaie,it  became  quite  comfor- 
able , the  wind  was  N  W  till  middle  P  M,it  then  turn’d  in 
to  the  S  W-  sky  hazy  at  that  time ,but  in  the  evening  it 
was  clear  &  chilly. - 

Saturday.  Gather’d  apples  had  Mr  Gates  in  the  P  M,but 
I  was  hinder’d  some  by  him, as  well  as  help’d  by  him, 
for  in  the  AMI  spar’d  a  hand  &  team  to  draw  a  load  of 
wood  for  him,  in  the  P  M  he  work’d  pretty  well.  That  Or 
chard  E  of  the  House  was  clear’d.  Jonas  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  to  break  one  of  the  Cyder-mill  nuts, one  of  the 
teeth  split  off, he  was  grinding  apples  for  Dr  Swift- 
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at  that  time, which  he  had  but  half  done, the  whole  would 
have  made  but  a  small  Cheese , however ,  bad  it  might  be, he 
was  oblig’d  to  press  what  he  had  ground.  I  shall  say  no 
more  of  this, at  present.  It  was  cold  &  frosty  last  night 
&  cloudy  this  morning.  I  fancied  that  I  felt  snow  in  my 
bones ,f or  the  air  was  quite  chilly  .but  after  a  whail  this 
sort  of  weather  was  succeeded  by  an  agreeable  temperaturf 
that  last’d  thro*  the  day-  A  M  wind  South,  P  M  it  was 
North- 

Sunday.  I  went  to  Elder  Stark’s  meeting  .return’ d  at 
night.  Pleasant  for  the  season, wind  N  W  more  frost  last 
night.  Saturday, c ont inu’  d,Ir a  got  back  from  Troy, he  had 
10/11  bhl/  f orwheat ,by  this  load, I  have  been  enabl’d  to 
pay  about  half  of  my  Merchant-debt  at  Troy, which  amount’d 
to  60  dollars- 

Monday,I  took  my  horse  early  this  morning  Sc  rode  over  to 
Uncle  Stephen’ got  young  Stephen  to  come  Sc  take  measure 
of  the  Cyder-nuts ,  in  order  to  make  a  new  pair.  When  I 
intend  to  perform  a  considerable  days-work  there*  s  always 
something  to  hinder’d.  Father  this  morning  has  as  many  of 
the  sheep  brot’  up  as  could  be  found  &  par’d  their  feet  to 


21st 


22 


23d 


vpen  them  from  jumping, this  took  him  &  the  Boys  a  great 

part  of  the  forenoon.  Now  had  they  ^een  ^nf /ciark^s 
doing  most,  they  would  have  gather'd  apples  in  Clark  s 

Orchard  for  we  had  intend'd  to  have  clear  d  it  today  .hut 
instead  of  that  we  have  left  a  number  of  bhls  there  yet, 
Jonas  work'd  for  me  today, he  sent  Ira  off  with  Cart  4  Oxen 
tip  draw  home  stalks,?  K  1  load  from  Cush'm-Pleasant  day 
wind  N  W  ^ 
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Tuesday  I  work'd  for  Jonas  had  Mr  Thomas  &  his  son, Mr 
Gates, Ira  &  Hiram, we  had  to  work  till  after  sun-down  to 
^et  Col'n  David's  Young  Orchard  clear  of  apples, we  kept 
two  waggons  going  the  whole  time, how  many  waggons  load 
there  v/ere  I  know  not.  A  cold  frosty  morning ,but  a  warm 

fair  day, wind  N  ¥  — 

Wednesday  This  day,  I’m  about  going  to JStockbridge.or 
at  least  part  of  the  way  &  snail  leave  mUs  Jou-nai  t 
continu'd  by  my  son,  Benj  ' m  Harwood,  Oct  2, -.d  1806- 
My  Bather  &  Mother  sat  out  for  Stockoridge  abou.  11  , 

before  they  went  away  they  gave  me  instructionsr how  to 
manage  some  affairs  wjiile  they  are  absent  ,  and(  these  I 
shall  endeavor  to  follow, ( them) , this  day  Clark  8  orchard 
was  clear'd.  Myself  Mr  Gates  &  Grandfather  did  this.urand 
father  gave  his  assistance  P  M,  there  were  2  loads  &  a 
few  bhls  over  of  these  apples.  Hot  to  mention  particulars 
it  will  suffice  to  say  that  Ypung  Stephen  set up  a  New 
pair  of  Cyder-nuts , with  much  labor  &  anxiety  5c  after  tne 
hors' s  had  mov'd  round  with  it  a  little  while-had  ground 
a  fev;  bhls  of  apples, the  nuts  broke,!  e  spli  «  ofx,tne 
timber  is  Yellow  birch. They  spik'd  the  piece  on  again, went 
wound  a  few  times, broke  out  another  piece, so  that  they; are 
now  totally  useless.  Uncle  Jonas  thinks  he  has  bad  luck,! 
think  so  too, for  he  has  now  at  the  mill  little  less  ->lan 
1000  bushels  of  apples, to  grind  within  3  weeks ;ix  ne  can 
do  it  so  soon.-  A  pretty  chilly  morning , temperate  day, hazy 

wind  South- 

Thursday.  I  this  day  enter  my  19th  year. Mr  Gates  came 
over  with  mdre  spikes, spik' d  on  the  piece  that  5*^  ^ 
last, Uncle  Jonas, shav'd  the  edges  of  all  t^hteeth  &  then 

went  to  grinding 
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but  it  was  soon  found  that  more  spikes  must  oe  nad  or  tne 
mill  must  go  to  ruin, so  Mr  Gates  made  6  new  ones,  &  drove 
them  in, this  answer'd  the  purpose  , there  are  no  less  whan 
10  spikes  in  the  sheep- nut.  Ira  had  to  ride  all  the  A 
to  get  somebody  to  come  5c  make  a  new  pair  of  nuts, ne  at 
length  got  Mr  Wood  to  promise, that  he  would  come  on  to 
morrow  morning-  This  A  M  I  work'd  some  with  Mr  Crates, 
gathering  apples  5c  some  of  the  time  about  tne  Cydermill. 

P  M  I  help'd  Ira  grind  a  cheese  belonging  to  Col  n  Pay* 
Uncle  Jon  as  &  Grandfather ,  went  5c  found  timber  for  the  New 
nuts.  Hasv/ell's  folks  came  after  their  winter  apples,  they 
had  13  bhls.-  It  was  fair, till  a  little  before  night  it 
then  began  to  haze  up, I  do  not  certainly  known  in  what 
direction  the  wind  was  ,but  I  tho't  it  was  southardly  at 
night.— 


25th 


Friday  Grandfather -Jonas  &  Ira, start  d  off  pretty  early  # 
this  morning  &  bro’  t  home  the  timber  for  tne  Cyder-mill 
between  9  Sc  10  0*  clock  A  M,Mr  Isaac  Wood  &  his  brother 
Barnabas  came  on  with  their  tools, &  went  to  work, they  have 
got  one  nut  almost  turn’d, the  sweep-nut  is  only  bloex  d 
out.  Uncle  Jonas  has  laid  up  a  small  Cneese  ou^  oj.  C^l  n 
Davis’s  Apples. Grandfather  assisted  him.  Ira  drew  one  or 
two  loads  of  wood  in  to  tanbrook.in  the  P  M  went  over  to 
Cushman’s  Sc  got  a  load  of  stalks  for  Uncle  Jonas.  Now 
what  I  have  done, shall  be  mention’d, in  the  A  M  went  to 
mill  with  some  corn, they  were  just  taking  up  their  mill 
to  pack, so  I  didn’t  get  my  grinding,  P  M  help’d  Mr  Wood 

turn  till 

*  Nuts  only 
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sun  an  hour  high, what  I  did  after  that  was  of  little  con 
sequence  except  going  up  to  Sage’s  store  for--  Jonas  with 
a  load  of  4  bhls  of  Cyder, in  the  evening.-  This  j ob  I 
hated  to  do, but  I  tho’t  it  my  duty  seeing  the  man  in  such 
a  bad  situation,  I  had  some  bad  luck  with  it, -one  of  the 
barrels  leak’d  considerably , but  I  said  nothing  aoout  it  at 
the  store, for  they  found  the  casks-  I  went  to  Col’n 
Robins  on* ss &  got  some  empty  bbls-was  glad  to  get  home  by 
the  fireside-  Cold  nights  &  morning  we  have  at  this  sea 
son-  a  few  clouds  were  seen  in  the  S, otherwise  it  was  fair 
Sc  pleasant , wind  S  1  •- 

25th  Saturday  Ira  was  sent  to  town  with  a  load  of  Cyder, while 

he  was  absent  Uncle  Jonas  Sc  I  unloaded  a  load  of  stalks 
When  Ira  came  home, he  Sc  I  had  to  help  Grand’ f  pare  the 
feettyof  a  dozzen  sheep, this  was  cruel  work  for  the  poor 
,  creatures , every  one  must  have  his  feet  par’d  till  the 

blood  come  &  hd  to  suffer  the  disgrace  of  being  call’d 
’•and  old-rogue  ”  or  some  o£her  bad  name.  Ira  drew  a  load 
of  wood  for  his  father’s  door, in  the  evening  he  went  to 
town  with  the  Cart  &  Oxen  (with)  carrying  2  vvls  Cider  Sc 
was  to  have  bro’t  home  empty  casksibut  he  got  none,  sun 
an  hour  high.  Uncle  Jonas  Sc  I  began  to(  get)  grind  Apples 
(after  spiking  the  nut  a  little  more)  this  business  was 
kept  up  till  9  in  the  evening  we  left  a  cistern  full  of 
pumice  to  be  laid  on  in  the  mo ruing-  The  day  has  been 
verry  fine  wind  South, air  mild  Sc  some  smokey,the  evening 
was  much  warmer  than  it  has  been  at  that  season, for  a 
fortnight  before, the  moon  gave  a  bright  light  so  that  it 
was  verry  pleasant. I  ought  to  mention  that  a  consider  part 
of  the  day  the  wind  has  been  N  W,but  at  night  it  was  South 
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26  Sunday  I  assisted  Uncle  Jonas  about  putting  on  the  remain 

der  of  that  pumice  which  he  ground  last  night, he  got  his 
cheese  underi  the  blocks, about  8  in  the  A  M,Ira  drove  the 
waggon  for  the  women  to  go  to  Church,bro*t  them  home  at 
night , he  didn’t  attend  meeting  himself, but  bro’t  the  wag 
gon  home  &  tarried  till  meeting  was  out, it  was  warm  & 
pleasant, some  smokey,in  the  middel  of  the  day-wind  N  but 
toward  night  it  was  S.  frost  was  small  last  night.- 


?n  Monday  Mr  Wood  Sc  his  brother  came  on  again  to  work  up 

on  the  NKw  nuts, one  of  them  is  finish’d, they  purpose  to 
set  them  up  tomorrow, I  help’d  about  turning  till  sometime 
P  M  I  then  went  to  the  Cyder-mill  to  work, but  it  was  not 
lone  before  one  of  the  nuts  #  gave  away  where  it  had  been 
spik’d, so  we  quit  the  business,  however  a  small  Cheese  has 
been  put  on  today  with  them.  Uncle  Jonas  &  Ira  have  been 
verry  busy  about  the  Cyder  ousiness , things  go  on  in  ra^ner 
a  hurly-burly  manner.but  I  hope  things  will  have  a  differ 
ent  face  to  them  when  my  Father  comes  home.-  It  has  been 
hazy  &  warm, wind  S,  good  weather  £or  farmers  .Last  night 

warm- 

gQ-fcfr  Tuesday  I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  any  particulars  con 

cerning  this  day.  Mr  Wood  &  his  brother  have  been  verry 
dilligent  as  well  as  Uncle  Jonas, out  the  Cyder-mill  is 
not  yet  ready  to  run, it  is  likely  they  would  have  finish  d 
it, if  they  had  not  been  hinder’d  by  having  a  Cistern  to 

set  up  one 

*  Timber  is  white  oa^c 

OCTOBER  1806  67 

that  had  been  prepar’d  by  Mr  Hill  for  Capt  Norton, of  whom 
it  was  boroow’ d, this  is  not  finish’d.-  I  have  not  done  mu<h 
much  today, notwithstanding  the  hurry  of  the  times.  I  pickd 
up  a  few  bushels  of  apples  &  help’d  screw  some, at  night 
I  w^nt  up  to  Gates’s  to  get  a  band  made  to  go  on  the  lower 
end  of  the  sweep-nut, I  hope  I  shall  do  more  another  day- 
About  2PM  ,my~Father  Sc  Mother  arriv’d  here, from  Stock- 
bridge, last  night  they  staid  in Wi 11 iams town , they  are  well, 
&  found  all  well  at  Stockbridge-didn’ t  see  Mr  Epm  Taylor, 
he  being  on  a  journey  to  Springfield.  Father  gather’d 
apples  this  P  M.  Wind  has  blown  up  warm  from  the  South, 
cloudy , likely  for  rain.- 

here  ends  my  Journal , Hiram  Harwood .Bennington  ,0c t  28,1806 

29;  Wednesday  I  gather’d  apples  in  the  A  M  P  M  I  was  here  & 

there-went  to  town  found  market  for  a  few  bbls  of  Cider. 

I  went  down  to  the  Grist-mill .from  thence  came  home.- 
Ira  5c  Hiram  gather’d  apples, one  of  Sellen’s  boys  work’d 
with  them-  The  2  Mr  Wood’s  at  length  finish’d  their  Cider- 
mill  job,  they  ask  6  dolls  Sc  cents  for  what  they  have 
done.it  is  done  well  ,&  I  hope  it  will  hold  thr’o  this  sea 
son,  they  have  fixed  a  back-board,  so  that  the  Nuts  shall  n<t 
have  that  strain  upon  them,  that  they  otherwise  would  have, 
were  they  put  in, in  any  other  fashion.- 
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Jonas  ground  apples  from  the  time  the  mill  was  ready 
(which  was  about  2PM)  till  in  the  evening , he  has  got  a 
vast  heap  of  Apples  to  grind  this  season.I’m  now  about  to 
have  mine  made  up.-  ^ast  night  the  wind  blew  high  from  S  W 
it  swept  off  many  leaves  from  the  trees^this  morning  it 
was  W  S  W,but  it  soon  came  about  in  to  N  W  &  blew  pretty 
high  from  that  quarter-was  quite  chilly-  abated  in  the  eve 
ning-cloudy  with  some  clear  sky.- 

30th  Thursday  I  repair’d  my  windows, put  in  wood  where  glass  was 

wanting, just  at  night  I  drew  a  load  of  wood  for  Waters- 
Ira  Sc  Hiram  thresh’d  Rye-  fihis  evening  Ira  I  settled  our 


accounts-, I  owe  him  81  Dollars  &  few  cents  over.-  A 
snowy  day , ground  i3  white,  perhaps  the  snow  m§ty  oe  an 
inch  in  depth, some  chilly, air  still  wind  W- 

Friday  I  went  to  town  on  business, was  absent  till  2  in  lb 
the  P  M, during  the  interval,! r a  &  Hiram  drew  a  couple  of 
loadsof  wood^itook  off  a  cheese  for  Jonas  &c-  After  I 
came  home  we  gather’d  apples-  The  air  lias  been  chilly, 
the  snow  soon  left  the  low  lands, but  still  remains  on  Jae 
mountains.  It  has  been  much  cloudy,in  the  morning  the  wind 
seem’d  to  be  South,  but  toward  night  it  blew  up  briskly 
from  H  W-fore  part  of  the  evening  it  was  stormy. -Most  of 
the  leaves  are  off .except  Oak  &  a  few  others, none  are 
green  unless  on  plumb,  peach  or  appletree-verry  few  oi 
them  on  the  one  nam’d  last.- 
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Saturday.  I  finish’d  gathering  apples.Jonas  has  assisted 
some  about  it, Ira  was  gone  till  near  night  .waggoning  Ore, 
he  pick’d  up  a  few  apoles  after  he  came  home-  Well  I’m 
glad  that  I  have  ended  thi3  job, for  it  was  a  continual 
dread  to  me  untill  the  moment  it  was  finish’d-  Thank 
fortune  I’ve  not  had  a  great  deal  of  this  sort  of  work  of 
my  own  to  do, this  year,tho'  I  have  done  considerable  of 
it  for  Jonas. (  see  Oct)  Clouds  verry  thick,  smokey,air 
chilly. wind  W  or  N  W-  Vegetation  ha3  almdst  ceas’d- 

Mr 

Sunday.  Attended  worship.  Mr  Marsh  preach’d  A  M  &AMarshal 
in  the  PM.-  Marri’d  this  evening  at  my  Father’s  house, 

Mr  Joseph  Northrop  to  Miss  Lucinda  Whipple.-  The  wife  of 
Mr  Wheeler  Branch  was  inter’ d  tbisf  day-  Cloudy  &  chilly 
wind  S  W.Not  verry  cold  last  night. - 

Monday  This  morning  Ira  was  sent  off  with  a  load  of  Cyder 
to  the  still, when  this  was  over ,Hi ram  &  I  got  up  a  span 
of  hors’ s  &  went  to  threshing, not  being  much  excercis’d 
in  this  mode  of  threshing, and  having  some  other  things  to 
see  to, I  have  not  forward’d  this  business  so  much  as  I 
should  have  done,  had  it  not  been  for  these  difficulties, 
however  Hiram  &  I  got  one  flooring  thresh’d  d£f.  *  Just 
at  night  (after  Ira  had  drawn  one  load  of  wood)  Ira  Hiram 
went  out  &  gather’d  a  few  Butternuts-  Fore  part  of  the  day 
cloudy, but  the  P  M  was  quite  pleasant , chilly  air .wind  N  W- 

*  180  shieves 
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Tuesday  Two  floorings  of  wheat  have  been  thresh’d, so  that 
what  we  thresh’d  ywterday  Sc  today  makes  36  shocks.  Part 
of  my  Garden  sauce  has  been  dug  &  burl’d.  I  suppose  I 
must  be  particular  enough  to  say  that  (that)-  Ira  pull’d 
all  the  Beets  Sc  few  Carrots, &  buried  them  in  a  hole  which 
he  had  prepar’d  for  that  purpose. so  they’r  safe  enough. My 
Beets  turn’d  out  pretty  well  this  season  as  did  Cabbage  & 
Onions, but  the  Carrots  Sc  parsnips  are  quite  ordinary-  I 
fix’d  the  floor  for  winnowing -was  pretty  tir'd-A  large 
frost  last  night, hazy  this  morning  air  chilly-P  M  pretty 
pleasant  flying  clouds  wind  South. 


5  th 


6.  7. 


8  th 


9  th 


10  th 


Wdenesday  Jonas  Sc  I  this  A  M  made  out  to  get  2  hogsheads 
of  Cider  in  to  Mr  Street’s  Bark-house  „the  Cider  "belongs 
to  me-I  borrow’d  Capt  Norton’s  Fanning-mill  in  order  to 
clean  (to)  my  wheat, but  after  I  had  run  this  about  5  or  5 
bhls,I  put  it  by  for  a  better  way , ie ,  I  winnow’d  the  rest 
of  it, there  are"  22  bhls  of  it-now  ready  loaded  for  Troy.- 
Ira  Sc  Hiram  this  P  M  busi’d  themselves  over  a  parcel  of 
the  meanest  turnips  that  ever  I  rasi’ d,  they’ re  all  pull’d 
Sc  top’d  Sc  not  quite  a  bhl  &  a  half  of  them  all(Garden) 
Temperate- smokey-wind  N  W  Sr;uth  at  eve- 
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Thursday-Friday  I  went  down  to  Troy  with  a  load  of  wheat 
(24)  bushels). At  Troy  I  paid  up  a  merchant  debt(see  p  62d 
4  line  of  19th  day)bought  a  numberof  articles  necessary 
for  every  good  housekeeper!  viz  Salt  .Sugar ,  Tea  ,-^eper  ,  Spice 
Ginger,  &c .  I  also  purchas’d  a  large  quarto  Bible  (  5  D) .  & 
Morse  Eastern  Sc  Western  Gazeteers,(6  D)  ,so  that  I  now  owe 
at  Troy  about  28  dollars , payable  next  spring,  having  bro’t 
the  f oremention’ d  articles  upon  credit.-  Nothing  uncommon 
happen’d  to  me  upon  the  »oad,had  some  bad  weather  today, 
but" not  to  injure  anything-Waggoning  was  good.-  Had  11/0 
York  bushel  wht.-  I’m  inform’d  that, or 

Thursday  Ira  went  with  the  Cart  &  Oxen, with  load  of  6  bbls 
of  Cyder  to  the  still  , the  day  was  far  spent, when  he  got 
home,-  Hiram  assisted  his  Uncle  Jonas  making  Cider, this 
was  the  principal  business  of  the  day?-  Wind  was  stiff  in 
the  South, Cloudy-air  mild-  On  *  this  day  Hiram  says  that 
he  he  lp  ’  d  his  Uncle  Jonas  get  two  loads  of  wood  one  for 
himself  &  another  for  Adam, he  says  while  they  were  so  em¬ 
ploy’d  Ira  went  to  town  on  business  for  Jonas , return’ d- 
ground  Sc  Cistern  full  of  pumice, by  this  time, Jonas  was 
ready  to  assist  &  do  the  principal  part  at  laying  up  a 
Cheese, when  they  had  finish’d  this  job, their  days  work 
end’d. -A  M  verry  cloudy ,P  M  rainy, wind  high  in  South. - 
rain’d  hard  in  the  evening. 

*  Friday 
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Saturdaylra  went  down  to  the  still . car ri * d  3  l/2  bbls 
Cyder  &  about  10  bushels  of  corn,  (which  njy Father  thresh’d) 
out  yesterday)  to  the  mill , he  got  back  about  noon.-  Not 
much  done  today-  A  M  it  was  cloudy  Sc  windy  P  M  pretty 
rainy, wind  seem’d  be  West, air  chilly-  Few  or  no  green  leave  s 
are  seen  upon  the  trees  Oaks  &  young. Beaches  still  retain 
their  dry  leaves , otherwise  the  forrdst  is  naked,  (except 
evergreens  ) . h 

Sunday  Not  verry  well, so  that  I  did  not  attend  public 
worship  The  air  was  pretty  still, till  toward  night, the  wind 
then  began  to  blow  up  strong  from  N  W,the  day  has  been  very 
cloudy, the  evening  was  stormy  &  tedious. - 

Monday  Hiram  Sc  I  drew  2  loads  of  wood(&-a£ t)-after  that 
help’d  my  Father  secure  some  Garden  sauce.  I  bro’t  a  load 
of  wheat-straw  of  Mr  Thomas  for  a  dollar, with  this  straw 
we  have  cover’d  our  Apples-Jonas  Sc  Ira  laid  up  a  large 
cheese  of  our  Apples  today ,tho’  it  was  verry  cold-  This  day 
has  been  cold  Sc  windy  from  N  W  the  co1^  increas’d  towad 
night  began  to  freeze , we  expect.  a  frosty  ni ght  ,ve rry^cl^M^. 


11th 


Tuesday  We  took  up  our  Elax  ,My  father  work'd  verry 
hard  at  this  business, for  in  the  A  M  neither  of  the  Boys 
were  with  us,  Hiram  was  sent  down  to  Hinsdale  s,Ira 
went  a 
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to  the  still,  about  1PM  they  came  into  the  field, we 
fins  ill*  d  getting  up  the  flax  about  sundown,  it  is  now  in 
the  Barn,  188  bundles.-  The  ground  was  frozen  pretty  hard 
where  it  was  previously  wet  or  muddy, the  night  was  cold, 

&  so  it  was  this  morning-A  chilly  breeze  came  from  N  W  - 
wa3  pretty  clear  till  middle  P  M,the  clouds  tnen  began 
to  rise  in  the  S  W  &  were  soon  spread  over  the  whole 
hor izon-evening  air  was  still  &  not  so  cold  as  in  the 

day  time.- 

Tuesday  *  Little  was  done  in  A  M-oniy  one  load  of  ma 
nure  was  drawn  out, Jonas  had  begun  to  grind  apples,but 
all  were  oblig'd  by  the  storm  to  retire  to  the  house- 
After  the  rain  \7asm  mostly  subsided, we  went  out^&  help  d 
Jonas  la$  on  a  Cheese  (which  he  he  had  previously  ground) 

&  put  it  a-pressing, so  ended  this  day-  Bast  night  the 
wind  blew  up  verry  high  from  S  W  but  rather  abated  in 
th<*  morning, it  didn’t  last  so, long, for  about  9  in  the  A  M 
the  wind  ver  ry  stiff  in  S  W  blew  up  a  verry  inclement 
shower  which  lasted  2  or  3  hours, after  the  first  shower 
it  began  to  slacken  Sc  be  degrees  it  ceas’d  raining,  & 
began  to  (bl)  break-away  &  look  more  pleasant-calm-wind 
West-quite  temperate. - 

13th  Thursday.  While  Ira  was  busy  with  the  Waggo n  (drawing 

*  A  mistake.it  is  Wdsdy.- 
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a  load  of  wood)  I  prepar*d  some  wood  at  my  door  &  help*d 
Hiram  get  out  a  load  of  manure, when  Ira  had  done  with  the 
waggon, I  took  it  into  the  Woods  &  there  cut  a  load  &  drew 
it  to  A  Water1  3  door, after  this  I  assisted  Jonasabbut 
making  Cyder:.-  8  loads  of  manure  were  drawn  on  to  N 
meadow  by  Ira  &  Hiram.-  The  Beef-cattle  finish’d  the  Pump 
kins  2  days  ago,  I  now  feed  them  with  Potatoes  ,( see  page 
55th ,19th  line  from  top  )  Tbe  ground  &  fences  were  3cum’d 
with  ice, the  air  still,  sun  sometimes  broke  out  warm-a 
prospect  of  good  weather, this  was  the  A  M,but  the  P  M 
unsteady  winds-flying  clouds  Sc  chilly  air  ,made  it  unpleas 
ant, in  the  evening  the  wind  was  South. - 

14  Friday.  I  work’d  with  Jonas  at  the  Cyder-press  A  M  was 

hinder’d  considerably  by  having  some  sheep  to  single  out 
of  the  flock, for  Ira  &  Jonas  to  kill;  Mr  Tim  Palmer  came 
after  his  3hoat ,  &  that  was  another  hindrance,  the  hog 
that  he  bo’t  of  me  weigh’d  128  lb  at  0/2  1/2  per  lb.  P  M 
ID  went  to  town  &  settl’d  accounts  with  Samuel  Robinson  2$ 
his  account  vs  me  was  27  dollars  and  73  cents, 7/hi  ch  is 
now  finally  paid.  Ira  took  the  whole  A  %  to  dre3  3  a  Sheep 
Hiram  took  as  much  of  the  day  to  get  out  2  loads  of  ma¬ 
nure,  P  "  they  got  out  one  load  more,  &  went  to  Hinman's 
Barn  5c  drew  home  a  load  of  straw 
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15  th 


16th 


17  th 


18  th 


19 


20th 


bot  of  Mr  Thomas, 2d  load  that  I'v  had  of  him.-  A  keen 
morning  chilly  thro  the  whole  day,-  flying  clouds-wind 
N  W , snow  on  the  tops  of  mountains*—  In  the  evening  tooj£ 

3  bbls  in  to  my  Cellar. - 

Saturday.  Hiram  &  I  drew  a  small  load  of  Wood-then  Jonas 
&  I  took  a  Pipe  3c  Hogshead  of  Cider  down  to  Mrs  Street*  s 
Bark-house, got  in  3  bbliaxs  of  Cider  into  my  Father's 
cellar ,3c  put  one  more  into  my  own  (eellaa?)--  I  must  here 
observe  that  Jonas  has  so  nearly  finish'd  making  Cyder 
as  to  have  only  one  Cheese  more, the  whole  of  mine  is  n#r 
made, but  I'v  not  reckon'd  it  up  yet,  so  as  to  tell  how  muhh 
I  have  made,  or  how  much  sold.-  We  this  day  have  had  a 
tedious  N  E  storm  of  coarse  kind  of  snow, or  rather  hail- 
it  became  finer  toward  night  E  mountain  raor'd  loudly, 
more  chilly  than  cold-  I  saw  a  number  of  poor  Robins' today 
had  I  not  view'd  them  with  my  own  eyes, I  should  not 
believe  it.~ 

Sunday.  Of  the  -\Miole  family,!  only  attended  public  wor 
ship  •"“■r  Marsh  preach*  d-The  first  sight  I  behind  this 
morning  was, the  whole  country  around  cover'd  with  snow 
(about  4  inches)  in  deph  or  depth  )  this  oblig'd  me  to 
fodder  my  whole  stock  which  is  a  thing  I  have  not  done 
before  since  this  season  commenc'd-  It  has  kept  up  a  kind 
of  drizzling  snow  thro  the  day-not  verry  cold  wind  N- 
Saw  some  Sleighs.** 
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Monday.Business  was  not  drove  a  great  deal,Eonas  3c  I 
shod  the  0x-3led,  Hiram  was  sent  down  to  Hinsdal*  s 
Fulling-mill , he  return'd  and  from  thence  about  2  in  the 
P  M  3c  soon  after  went  with  Ira-drew  a  small  load  of  wood 
for  Waters-  This  was  the  chief  business  of  the  day  At 
night  I  stabl'd  my  Cows  Sc  Oxen-  Saw  a  large  flock  of 
Wild-Geese  on  their  way  to  the  South-  It  has  been  verry 
cloudy  Sc  cold, wind  strong  from  N  W.- 

Tuesday.  With  my  Oxen  I'v  drawn  4  loads  of  wood, my  Oxen 
are  not  shod  so  that  they  slip  badly  going  down  hill, 
sledding  tolerable  good  in  the  woods, but  poor  in  open 
land. , Jonas  Sc  the  boys  chop'd  in  the  woods.-  The  air  was 
cold,  sky  hazy, wind  N  W  during  the  day,  but  South  at  night. 
Thaw'd  a  little  in  the  roads, but  none  in  the  fields.- 

•  -Wednesday,  I  have  drawn  4  loads  of  wood, Ira  chop'd  for  .me 
till  sun  an  hour  high  he  then  went  away  over  to  Uncle 
Stephen’s  on  hi3  own  business*-  Jonas  3c  Hiram  with  hors's 
thresh'd  180  shieves  of  wheat,  Jonas  measur'd  it  in  the 
evening , f ound  it  amounted  to  8  bhl  2  pk  5  qts-  The  pre¬ 
ceding  night  was  verry  cold,which  caus'd  it  freeze  pretty 
firmly-the  dipping  place  in  the  Brook  was  frozen  over.- 
tfre  day  was  fair, but  cold, wind  N  W  .- 

NOVEMBER  1806  77 

Thursday.  I  follow'd  the  same  business , that  I  did  yes 
terday-drew  as  many  loads  of  Wood.-  Ira  3c  Hiram  chop'd 
wood  for  me  to  sled.-  The  day  has  been  quite  mild, a 


21st 


22d 

23d 

24th 


25th 


little  hazy, in  the  South, wind  seem* d  to  come  from  that 
quarter.  It  was  verry  cold  last  night, where  the  snow  h 
had  not  cover'd  the  ground, it  was  frozen  pretty  firmlyT 

Friday.  The  chief  of  what  I  did  today  was-, to  draw  2 
loads  of  wood,  Ira  went  out  to  Wadsworth's  the  axe-maker 
&  bro't  home(a)2  new  axces. Hiram  assisted  his  Uncle  Jo¬ 
nas,  about  making  his  last  Apple  Cheese.-  It  was  so 
moderated  as  to  the  weather  that  I  didn't  stable  my  Cows 
for  they  still  find  grass  enough  to  fill  themselves 
pretty  well:  before  this  snow  fell, there  was  no  frost  in 
the  ground.-  Here  I  give  a  list  of  all  the  hoofs  I 
possess-10  Cows  i-3  years  old,  5,2  years  old  (&-eal¥@)»- 
9  Calves,  1  Yoke  of  Oxen,  4  grown  Hors's  &  1  Colt,  38 
Sheep.-  I  have  made  80  Bbls  of  Cyder  this  fall  &  have 
carri'd  34  to  the  Still, in  lieu  of  which  I  have  receiv'd 
51  Gallons  of  Brandy.-  This  fall  I'v  thresh'd  out  192 
Bhls  wheat-considerable  remains  yet  unthresh'd.-  This'’ 
week  I'v  drawn  10  loads  of  wood  for  myself  &  4  for  Jonas 
&  Waters;-  In  the  morning  it  was  mi3ty-  it  has  been  foggy 
on  the  Mts  all  day-  air  mild-  thawy-  thick  low  clouds. - 
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Saturday.  My  Father  help'd  me  get  2  loads  of  hay  into 
the  horse-stable ,P  M  Hiram  &  I  brot  2  loads  of  straw  from 
Hinman's  Barn  which  Makes  5  loads  of  that  fodder  which 
I  have  bought  of  Mr  Thomas-Ira  work'd  Jonas  &  himself* - 
Jonas  has  finally  finish'd  grinding  apples  this  day  &  I 
think  he  ought  to  be  thanSful  on  that  account.-  It  was  a 
little  cloudy, Air  mildmthawy ,wind  South. - 

(Monday}--  Sunday.  Went  to  Church.-  Cloudy  &  chilly  wifcd 
South, at  night  it  rain'd  with  a  little  snow  mix'd  with 
it.- 

MQNDAY.  I  have  had  6  men  to  work  in  my  service , today  viz 
Mr  Thomas,  Samuel  Sellen,  John  Duncan,  Elijah  Fay,  Jonas 
&  Ira.  We  kill'd  6  Hogs  &  2  Beeves-  the  weight  of  each 
shall  be  given  tomorrow.-  One  of  the  Beeves  caus'd  consid 
erable  trouble  before  we  could  kill  him,  (he  was  a  Bull- 
stag  )  he  was  shot  twice  in  the  head  before  he  fell, Fay 
was  executioner.  This  morning  the  mountains  were  white 
with  snow,  but  I  don't  think  that  it  storm'd  a  great 
deal  last  night,  if  it  did, it  only  rain'd  here.  Cloudy, 
air  temperate  &  calm-  wind  South, snow  almost  off  from 
low  lands. - 
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Tuesday.  We've  drawn  out  12  loads  of  manure, Jonas  assist 
ed  in  the  forepart  of  the  day,  P  M  had  Waggon  &  Cart, 
whereas  in  the  A  M  had  only  the  vart.-  Here  follows  the 
weight  of  my  pork-  heaviest  hog  weigh'd  308,  280,  248, 
138,  125,  123, total  1222  lbs  of  Pork,  N  B  the  3  lightest 
were  this  years  Pigs.-  Ira  has  had  173  lbs  of  this  Pork, 
which  he  means  to  transport  to  Hopkinton.-  Each  one  of 
my  2  Beeves  weigh'd  thus-  first  the  Bull-stag  559  lbs- 
the  Cow  530  lb.  Major  Norton  had  248  lbs, beef, Ira  had 
110  lbs  of  the  same.-  Adam  had  115  lbs  bf.-  The  ground- 
was  frozen  hard  last  night. The  morning  was  fair, but  it 
wasnot  so  verry  long  for  the  South  wind  blew  up  many 
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26th 


27th 


28  th 


29  th 


30th 


clouds  &  it  was  chilly-clear  a  little  "before  night 

"but  was  soon  cloud* d  agai n.~ 

Wednedday.  Had  2  teams  "both  of  our  Waggons  beside  tie 
cart  to  draw  manure  with,  Myself  Jonas,  Ira  &  Hiram 
drew  out  26  loads  of  manure  on  to  the  South  meadow, 
we  did  not  stop  for  dinner, but  kept  to  wotk  till  night, 
at  which  I  was  verry  tir*d-  The  wind  blew  from  S  E  & 
increas*d  in  height  toward  the  close  of  the  day, verry 
cloudy , stormy  on  E  Mt  seem’d  to  increase  the  depth  of 
snow  there, our  last  snow  here  is  almost  gone,  I  never 
knew  one  stick  closer, the  air  chilly-storm’ d  at  eve— 
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Thursday.  I  did  the  same  kind  of  work  as  I  did  yester 
day, the  same  teams  &  men  were  in  my  service.  We  clear & 
the  South  yard, I  got  out  a  few  loads  from  the  N  yard, 
carri’d  it  on  to  the  meadow  adjoining  thereto;  all  the 
manure  south  of  the  Barn  we  carri’d  on  to  the  S  meadow- 
We’ve  drawn  18  loads  of  manure  today.  By  the  looks  of 
things  this  rnorning.I  don’t  think  it  rain’d  much  a  great 
deal  last  night.-  For  a  while  this  morn’g  the  wind  came 
from  the  E,but  it  soon  calm’d  &  after  some  time  turn’d 
&  blew  from  N  W,the  weather  has  been  verry  mild  .with 
scar sly  any  wind, sky  was  verry  cloudy  in  the  forepart 
of  the  day, but  was  hazy  in  the  P  M. - 

Friday.  Jonas  &  I  took  down  the  Cyder-mill , deposited 
the  Nuts  in  the  brook, the  other  parts  of  the  mill  were 
put  under  cover,-  I  bank  both  Hous’s  &  got  out  4  loads 
of  manure, Jons  assisted  considerable  part  of  the  time, 
Ira  work’d  for  Jonas  with  Waggon  &  hors’s-The  wind  in 
the  S  E-air  mild, cloudy-  stprmy  on  the  E  mountain, snow 
on  every  mountain, but  none  on  low  lands-  I  don’t  fodder 
my  cattle  at  all.- 

Saturday.  I  have  carri’d  out  7  loads  of  manure, most  oi 
it  from  the  Ho rse- stable  , sane  of  it  we  scrap’d  up  else¬ 
where, what  I  carri’d  out  today  was  put  upon  the  |>low- 
land. -  perhaps  we  shall  have  no  more  open  weather, per¬ 
haps  it  will  freeze  tomorrow, if  it  shou 
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Id  I  can  do  more  at  shoveling  manure, for  I  have  almost 
accomplish’d  the  business, on  Monday  I  shall  reckon  up 
how  many  loads  I  have  carri’d  out,£c  how  many  acres  of 
meadow, it  has  been  carri’d  on  to.-  Never  was  there  (wa) 
a  better  time  for  people  to  prepare  for  winter  &  perhaps' 
there  never  was  a  time  when  they  were  more  behindhand; 
had  that  season  comma®’ d  one  fortnight  ago .thousands 
would  have  been  sufferers  by  it, I  mean  if  there  hae  been 
no  open  spell  of  weather  as  there  has  been  this  fall.- 
Wind  blew  up  from  South-verry  cloudy-sprinkly  in  the  AM 
warm-likely  for  a  storm-  There  us’d  to  be  a  large  rock 
at  the  E  side  of  the  Horse-stable  verry  much  in  our  way, 
this  we  split  &  drew  away  with  the  Oxen  in  two  pieces- 
both  are  plac’d  at  Father’s  door 

Sunday.  Did  not  attend  public  worship. The  preceding 
night  has  been  verry  rainy, in  the  morning  the  clouds  ran 
verry  low  &  it  was  warm  &  calm, but  it  soon  began  to  mist 


remain’d  most  of  the  day-the  wind  was  about  W, turn’d 
more  toward  the  N  W  as  the  day  advanc’d-  much  cooler  at 
night  than  in  the  morning-It  being  rather  chilly  &  storny 
at  night,  I  stabl’d  &  fodder’d  my  Cows-  now  for  a  few 
days  back  I’ve  neither  fodder’d  nor  stabl’d  them.-  the 
late  rains  have  rais’d  the  streams  in  some  degree,  &  the 
roads  are  verry  muddy. - 
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Monday .Had  business  in  town  during  the  A  M,  P  M  repair’d 
the  Barn-Y’d  fence.-  Ira  &  Hiram  drew  2  loads  of  wood, or* 
to  Jonas  the  other  to  Mr  Thomas.-  Since  I  first  began  to 
get  out  manure  this  season  I  have  drawn  on  to  3  acres  of 
meadow-land  69  loads-have  carri’d  but  little  of  it  on  to 
plow-land, perhaps  10  loads.-  Flying  clouds, wind  N  W- 
not  verry  cold, the  ground  was  frozen  a  little  last  night** 

Tuesday.  Spent  a  considerable  part  of  the  A  M  looking  a 
Cow  &  Calf , I  went  much  farther  to  find  them  than  was 
necessary .however  they  were  found  about  40  rods  S  W  of 
the  House  in  Col  D  Robinson’s  woods, Ira  &  Hiram  chop’d 
wood  at  the  door  .while  I  was  gone.-  A  little  before  noon 
we  all  went  up  to  Land  (taking  up  the  Cart  &  Oxen)  at  a 
place  which  we  call  Little  Mount. Pleasant ,  a  few  rods  N 
of  her  pasture-  here  we  spent  the  B.  M  cutting  away  the 
under-brush  so  as  to  make  it  convenient  getting  down 
larger  wood.  At  night  Jonas  &  (D  got  a  load  of  wood  at  the 
foot  of  Grt  Mt  Pleasant, the  cart  was  never  there  before, 
it  is  a  bad  road, but  I  drove  my  team  down  &  injur’d 
nothing.-  Chilly, wind  H  W, flying  clouds, did  not  freeze 
verry  firm  last  night. - 

Wednesday.  The  Boys  &  I  work’d  on  the  same  ground  where 

we 
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were  ves ter day. —today  we  cut  down  trees  instead  cf  brush  , 
cut  them  sled-length-  N  B  these  2  days  work  are  for  Jonas- 
he  has  been  at  wdrk  in  the  same  place  both  days  ,he  took 
down  anotherioad  of  wood  tonight.-  The  ground  is  now  veriy 
stiff  &  hubby,  the  sky  was  verry  hazy  all  the  forepart  of 
the  day, towards  night  the  clouds  were  thick  &  smooth, about 
sundown  it  began  to  snow, before  that  time  the  wind  seem  d 
to  be  S,but  it  then  appear’d  to  come  from  N  E,in  the  eve¬ 
ning  the  E  Mt  began  to  roar, so  that  I  was  certain  that  the 
wind  was  3  E  •  - 

Thursday.  Appoint’d  by  the  Gov’r  as  ”  a  day  of  Thanks* 
giving  &  praise”,  I  rode  to  church  in  my  waggon,  Mr  Marsh 
took  his  text  in  2d  of  Samuel  23d  chap’ t  15th  &  16th  vers’s 
,The  preceding  night  has  been  terrible  windy  &  stormy,  the 
wind  blew  violently  from  the  E  or  S  E  till  late  in  the  A  M 
the  roaring  of  the  wind  in  the  E  part  of  the  town  was  most 
tremendious , during  the  height  of  the  wind  it  was  freezing 
cold, but  in  the  A  M  when  it  began  to  subside, it  wa^  thawy, 
in  the  P  W  the  wind  was  S  W-toward  night  it  came  from  "W- 
in  the  evening  it  was  high  N  W,P  M  stormy, the  snow  &  hail 
which  is  now  upon  the  ground  is  insufficient  for  sleigh  irg 
being  not  more  than  2  inches  in  depth.- 


5  th 

6  th 

7  th 

8  th 

9  th 

10th 


Friday.  I  shall  mention  no  particulars  drew  one 
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load  of  Wood  to  the  dchcol-House ,  &  1  to  my  own  door,  Ira 
was  busy  among  the  laidies,  Hiram  work’d  some  in  the  A  M 
he  went  to  town  in  the  P  M-  Wind  "blew  considerably  last 
night  from  N  W  ,was  calm  this  morning,  &  finally  thro’  the 
whole  day  Cloudy,  in  the  evening  appear’d  likely  to 
storm. - 

Saturday.Most  of  my  time  was  taken  up  in  doing  errands, 
labor’d  verry  little,  Ira  has  drawn  3  loads  of  wood-  1  for 
Jonas  &  2  for  me-  taken  from  Jonas’s  pile ,Hiram  help’ d 
Ira  load  &  ch op’d  some, but  not  a  great  deal-  Foggy  on  the 
mount ’ms  clouds  thick  &  low , temperately  cold, air  calm- 
wind  N  W  .-  The  sled  slips  much  easier  for  the  little  3now 
that  now  covers  the  ground. - 

Sunday-  Went  to  church  in  a  sleigh-sleighing  pretty  poor,- 
Pretty  close  winter  weather-cloudy-e4gh«4  signs  of  a  storm- 
wind  N  W  .- 

Monday.  I  drove  my  own  team  today  &  have  drawn  down  4 
loads  of  wood  with  them, the  last  load  was  over-set  in  a 
verry  bad  part  of  the  road, but  Ira  &  I  soon  reloaded  &  so 
arriv’d  safe  home  Ira  has  chop’d  for  me-he  did  well-  This 
wood  I  got  on  our  land, on  a  hill  E  of  the  Lime-kiln-  Hiram 
shop’d  up  that  load  of  wood  which  I  drew  to  the  school- 
house  on  Friday  last.-  It  was  rather  cold  this  morning. 
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but  before  night  it  moderated  a  good  deal, the  evening  was 
verry  chilly , flying  clouds, wind  N  W  till  eve’  at  which 
time  it  blew  up  verry  stiff  from  S  W. - 

Tuesday.  Hot  much  done  today, I  was  quite  indispos’d  in 
the  A  M.P  M  I  wawso  well  as  to  work  some,  Ira  &  Hiram 
threshed  out  the  Barley  with  the  Hors*  s, only  cav’d  it  up, 

Dr  Swift  took  away  a  live  hog  which  he  had  bo*  t  of  me  some 
time  ago,  it  weigh’d  119  lbs. Mr  Solomon  Safford  had  2  of 
the  same  kind  yesterday ,  one  of  which  weigh’d  134  lb  the 
other  120  lb  sold  them  all  at  0/2  l/2  per  lb-  The  wind 
was  S  W  today  so  that  it  was  chilly  &  cloudy-I  expected  rain 

Wednesday.  I  measur’d  up  the  Barley  , (I  mean  after  win¬ 
nowing)  there  are  13  bushels  of  it,  about  noon  I  sent  Ira 
off  with  6  bhis  of  this  barley  down  to  the  Maltsters-  Hi  ran 
went  up  to  the  Court-House  where  there  was  an  exhibition 
some  time  in  the  evening  before  he  came  home, this  P  M  I  had 
all  the  fire-wood  to  cut-  Ira  being  gone  all  the  P  M,  I 
help’d  him  fix  for  Troy.-  It  has  snow’d  moderately  the  whole 
day- the  forepart  of  the  day  was  rather  mild, but  toward  night 
the  wind  blew  pretty  (blead)  bleak  from  N  W-  in  the  evening 
it  ceas’d  snowing, but  was  cold.- 
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11th 

12th 

13th 

14th 

15 

16th 

17  th 

18  th 


Thursday.  I  thresh’d  out  the  corn  that  remain’d  in  the 
crib  in  the  Barn, my  Father  assisted  about  threshing  & 
clearing  up  the  grain-carri’ d  considerable  quantity  of  it 
in  to  th&  House  ,  the  whole  amounted  to  26  1/2  bhls, Hiram 
chop’d  wood  for  the  fires.-  It  has  been  verry  cold  ttaday 
A  steady  breeze  came  from  N  W  verry  cloudy-  Ira  is  gone 
to  Troy,- 

Friday.  Hiram  went  to  mill,  I  draw  1  load  of  wood  to 
Jonas-2  loads  of  rails-  We  have  this  day  &  evening  exper¬ 
ienced  a  most  terrible  E  storm  its  height  was  in  the  night 
the  roaring  of  the  wind  was  horrible  indeed!  it’s  vain 
for  me  to  describe  any  farther-  Ira  arriv’d  here  from  Troy 
late-after  dark- 

Saturday.  I  mended  my  house  in  several  places- ,®»nded  the 
horse-stable , I ra  Sc  H4ram  got  1  load  of  hay  into  the  Barn 
Sc  1  into  the  Horse-stable-  Cold-cloudy  wind  N  W 

Sunday-  did  not  attend  public  worship. Cloudy  Sc  pretty 
cold  wind  II,- 

Monday.  I  drew  3  loads  of  wood  from  the  Hill  E  of  the 
Lime-kiln  Ira  chop’d. Hiram  went  to  school  to  Mr  G  Van 
Husan  at  Dr.  Swift’s.-  Fair  but  verry  cold  in  morng  wind 
S  W  in  the  same  direction  at  night-cold  night. - 

Tuesday.  Ira  went  to  Troy  for  Jonas, Jonas  work’d  in  Ira’s 
room.  We  cut  down  4  trees  &  drew  home  2  loads 
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of  wood. The  sledding  is'  now  pretty  good  for  the  quantity 
of  snow,  it  being  about  5  inches  deep"  in  the  woods,  in  open 
land  it  has  been  blown  about  in  to  drifts,  but  notwith¬ 
standing  all  that  ,it’s  pretty  good  sleighing.  The  preced 
ing  night  has  been  verry  cold,-  This  day  has  been  remark¬ 
ably  clear  8c  pleasant-  pretty  good  (wind)  winters  weathe  r 

Wednesday.  Brother  Jonas  &  Myself  got  home  4  loads  of 
wood, Ira  arriv’d  from  Troy-says  its  good  sleighing-  Fair 
in  the  forepart  of  the  day, no  ciouds-but  was  hazy  in  the 
PM-  On  the  28th  of  last  Aug’st  I  bought  a  waggon, by  sel¬ 
ling  a  horse  belonging  to  Ira, this  horse  was  valued  at  45 
Dollars,  which  I’m  to  pay  Ira  sooner  or  later.  The  waggon 
came  to  2  1/2  Dolls  more  than  the  Horse.  The  man  of  whom  I 
bo’t  ‘the  foremention’ d  waggon, was  a  Mr  Hall, who  said  he 
acted  as  agent  for  a  merchant  in  New -mar lbo rough-  Berkshire 
County, Mass;  * 

Thursday-  Ira  has  chop'd,&  I  Have  drawn  5  loads  of  wood. It 
has  been  quite  temperate , with  a  light  breeze  from  the  South 
sky  a  little  haz£  Sc  some  cloudy, on  the  whole  it  has  been  a 
pleasant  day. -Not  verry  cold  last  night  ..The  evening-verry 
foggy-sighns  #  of  a  storm.  - 


*  see  Aug  28th  page  37th  #  signs 
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19th 


20th 


Friday,  Jonas  chop’d  in  Ira* s  stead  (he  being  absent^) 

I’ve  drawn  the  same  No  of  loads  of  wood  today  as  I  did 
yesterday.  This  wood  is  bro*  t  from  the  Sugar-place , from 
whence  I  have  procure  most  of  the  wood  which  I’ve  drawn, 
this  week.-  Warm  weather  for  the  season. the  trees  were 
white  with  frosts, thawy,  cloudy  &  hazy .wind  3  W.-  Ira’s 
gone  to  Troy.- 

Saturday.  I  have  not  performed  any  wonders  in  my  work  this 
day, however  I’ve  done  what  I  believe  was  necessary,  Js 
perhaps  mxy  in  the  end  save  me  a  penny.-  I  now  own  2 
Waggons,  one  of  them  ,1  have  us’d  about  6  years 
«peke»-©£-f  it  is  new, in  Mrs  Street’s  Bark-house.it  was 
put  there  today, my  Cart-wheels  are  under  (eev)--  cover, done 
today;  ground  our  axes  ready  for  chopping-  went  to Town  just 
at  night-  South  wind  &  a  little  rain,  carri’d  off  about 
half  of  our  little  stock  of  snow  last  night,  it  is  now 
verry  sloppy  walking  in  the  highway-  Wind  W - N  W  P  M. — 

(Hoie) 
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